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Residential Home for the 

Elderly 
 

The Old Vicarage, 
335 Ditchfield Road, 

Hough Green, 
WIDNES WA8 8XR 

 
Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  

���������	�
������������	�
������������	�
������������	�
���� ���
�
����������������
����������������
����������������
���������������� ���
���� ���� �������
���������
���������
���������
�� 25P 



����������������������������������������������������������������� ���
 

· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 
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Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 

����
����

-�(��	�����	.�)�/�-�(��	�����	.�)�/�-�(��	�����	.�)�/�-�(��	�����	.�)�/�� ���
�
�

�!���  ��!���,���5��
��!
������
����5��!��6�

�!*���	!�
�!*���	!�
�!*���	!�
�!*���	!�
� ���
����(//7����(//7����(//7����(//7� ���

�8��� 1��
�5!�9��*8����8,���: �!� �
��� 1�"#$#�%34�$#�$��

�
 

����
����

�/��';)�
��))��/:�/��';)�
��))��/:�/��';)�
��))��/:�/��';)�
��))��/:� ���
�

7!���������
���
������ ��
7!�+ ��
 �<����

����!�7!!����.���!���
)�.��7�-�)�	�����

&#�
�����
�)�������(�
8
����

�
�����"#$#�%2%�2&"&��

�

	/)���	�����	.�
· =!��
����>���� ��
· ����������
· ��
�!�5�������������

Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346        E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk 

��������������������������������������������������� �����



����
����	�
���
��

����������	
���
�
���	
������
�

��?���!�������?� ���
����5!���!�����*!�@�
(��(���/.��-/0�

����@��
�!,�������!,����!��  ��?� ���
�
�5!!���,�!������
��
�!��,�  �

(����)/�7/�� � � �
� ��  �)��?���!*�
�/(�	�(�)��'
��/	 � � �
� "#$#�%2"�#%�%�

7	���)�A�����/)� ���� � !���!+� �� �
� � � � � � ��������������������������������������������������� �����

"43$$�%%$3���

� � � � � � �

 

The vicar writes… 
 
 
What kind of good news do you find it impossible to keep to your-
self? A new baby? a pay rise? Exam success? The achieve-
ments of your children or grandchildren? 
 
Christians celebrate Easter because it contains the best news 
possible for humankind, the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ mean that there is hope for the future. There is forgiveness 
for the past and a new start for all who want it. There is a way to  
know God and discover life as it is designed to be lived. 
Does that sound improbable/ or even impossible? 
 
Imagine for a moment that you are in a life threatening , emer-
gency situation. 
For example imagine you are  in a shipwreck, you are struggling 
in the water with no life jacket. Just then you hear a noise, some 
one comes in a life boat to help you, they come up close to you 
and throw you a life line. It hits the water close to where you are 
struggling, what do you do? 
Do you grasp the lifeline  and allow your self to be pulled aboard 
the lifeboat, and be saved or do you ignore the offer of help? 
 
All of us are in a situation where we are struggling and need 
someone to help us, to save us. Jesus is the one who comes to 
throw us that lifeline, but he cannot force us to grasp it, that is 
something that we must do for ourselves. 
 
Would you like know more about  this? how can we be forgiven 
for our actions? how can we know more about God? Can we 
really be connected in a real way to the creator of the universe? 
 
Come to church this Easter and find out what its really all about. 
 
                                                                         Love from  Janice. 
 
  



Registers  
We commend to almighty God 
 
Arthur Bear 
Hilda Hitchmough 
Agnes Jeffries 
Nora Maddock 
 
And pray for them and all who mourn. 

SPECIAL SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  
 
Monday 6 th April 8pm in Hale church  led by on of our small 
groups 
 
Tuesday 7 th April 8pm in Hale church  led by Colin and Val  
Borlase 
 
Wednesday 8 th April 8pm in Hale Church  led by members of the 
Shared Ministry Team. 
 
Maundy Thursday 9th April 
6pm Halebank Church  :  Easter Celebration Service. Please bring 
a small amount of part food to share, suitable for all ages. 
This will be followed by : 
8pm Hale Church. Holy communion followed by stripping of the 
altar. Gethsemane experience, a quieter service of reflection, 
suitable for adults. 
Good Friday 10 th April 
11am Hale church suitable for all the family, come and find 
out what Easter is really all about. 
11.45 Walk to Memorial Green with Fr Ed and members of St 
Ambrose. 
 
2pm The Last Hour. A quiet reflective time, suitable for 
adults. 
 

CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING   
     
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 
7AQ 
 Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 425 0269 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   

WANTED 
LADY BOWLERS  

 

For various Clubs in South Liverpool 
 
Coaching sessions for Beginners are held at: 

 Gardeners Arms 
                                   Broadgreen Road 
                                   Liverpool 

Saturdays April to August 2009 
10am — Noon 

 
£1 per lady 

For details ring SUE on 0151 425 2195 

CONGRATULATIONS…. 
To Mavis and Norman Stonehouse who  
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
on 30th April. 



HALE AND HALEBANK LADIES GROUP.  
 
We had heard of, and seen films about, the Amish people of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania but it was so much more 
interesting to meet Mrs June Patten who had actually visited 
them several times. These people are everything we should 
be - kindly, gentle and God-fearing. Unsurprisingly, the bi-
ble’s the final authority for the Amish people and the Elder’s 
word is law. 
Could we, 21st century women, cope with the way these 
people still live ? Black stockings and shoes, plain clothes, 
yes, little white caps, maybe, but shunning vanity and con-
ceit, no buttons? Imagine pinning yourself into your clothes 
using straight pins—ouch !! 
Imagine a town with no cars!! Bliss !! But to go everywhere in 
a horse drawn collered buggie? It sounds romantic and I sup-
pose the rhubarb flourished but could we cope? 
Today’s children would be horrified at the life of an Amish 
child—no telephones, radio or TV and certainly no com-
puters. The boys’ favourite toy is the bicycle ( with no ped-
als—life mustn’t be too easy ! ) while the girls play with face-
less dolls, why? Read the second commandment and all will 
be revealed. 
Children leave school at 14 after an education concentrating 
on good behaviour ( “bliss” says the teacher of today ) 
As for the menfolk, most are farmers, relying on horse and 
mule drawn machinery to grow wheat and potatoes ( and 
more rhubarb ) 
Even in death, the Amish are unworldly people, with the de-
ceased buried in a plain coffin with no flowers, once again 
shunning vanity and conceit. 
Their way of life springs from deep religious conviction and 
the whole community work as a team. If everyone lived like 
Amish people the world would be a better place, but could 
we cope? 
 

Gwen Whittle. 

April 5th Palm Sunday  
 
 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, 
when the Church remembers how Jesus 
arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a 
few days before the Passover was due to 
be held. He was the Messiah come to his 
own people in their capital city, and yet 
he came in humility, riding on a young 
donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-
horse. 
As Jesus entered the city, the crowds 
gave him a rapturous welcome, throwing 

palm fronds into his path. They knew his reputation as a 
healer, and welcomed him. But sadly the welcome was short-
lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Mes-
siah, and put him to death. On this day churches worldwide 
will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in memory 
of Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem. 

April 10th Good Friday 
 

Good Friday is the day on which Jesus 
died on the cross. It is the most solemn 
day in the Christian year, and is widely 
marked by the removal of all decora-
tions from churches. In Lutheran 
churches, the day was marked by the 
reading of the passion narrative in a 
gospel, a practice which lies behind the 
'passions' composed by Johann Sebas-
tian Bach (1685 - 1750). Both the St 
Matthew Passion and the St John Pas-
sion have their origins in this obser-
vance of Good Friday. 
The custom of observing a period of 
three hours' devotion from 12 midday to 

3 pm on Good Friday goes back to the 18th century. The 'Three 
Hours of the Cross' often take the form of an extended medita-
tion on the 'Seven Last Words from the Cross', with periods of 
silence, prayer, or hymn-singing. 
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APRIL SERVICES 
 

 5th Palm Sunday 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale All-age Worship 
4.30 Hale Stations of the Cross  Ecumenical 
 
12th Easter Sunday 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion Service 
10.45 Hale Family Communion with Baptism 
4.30 no evening service 
 
19th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion with healing   
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer 
 
26 th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion  followed by AGM 
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
3rd May  
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP 
4.30 Iona Evening Prayer 
. 

ELECTORAL ROLL.  
 
The Electoral Roll stands at 108and is on display 
in the church porch. 

Jeff Holt 

HELP!!!  
 
Gwen is finding it very 
difficult to run the Friday 
Coffee Shop at the mo-
ment as she has a bad 

leg and cannot stand for any length of time.  She needs to find 
someone who is willing to take the responsibility of opening the 
Village Hall at 10am, getting the crockery out, locking up at 12.30 

and generally taking charge on alter-
nate Fridays only.   
There are volunteer helpers who are on 
Gwen’s rota and help out occasionally 
but we need someone who will take the 
overall responsibility every other Friday.  
This is NOT a difficult job but does need 
a bit of commitment on someone’s part. 

This is only until Gwen feels better. If no one comes forward to 
help we may have to CLOSE THE FRIDAY COFFEE SHOP tem-
porarily. Please help if you can.     
                                            Thanks .                Dorothy Brown             

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
The next Confirmation service will be on 
Tuesday 21 st April at St Basil & All Saints 
7.30 pm.  Please come along and support our 
candidates 
 
The Good Book Club 8pm Tuesday 28th April. Please read  
Ecclessiastes and come ready to discuss what you liked dis-
liked etc in an informal gathering in the Vicarage. 



SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
Members: C.Parry, S.Farrell, J.Farrell, V.Borlase, J.Reilly, 
J.Holt.  
 
 
The Social Committee co-ordinates the various socia l 
events run by different groups.  
In 2008 there were a number of very successful even ts 
both from the enjoyment factor and the financial po int of 
view. Most events are not run as fund raisers, but we 
have been fortunate enough to make a ‘profit’ on mo st of 
our events which has helped church funds tremendous ly.  
In 2008 the following social events took place 
 
· Fun Quiz  
· Vicarage Garden Party  
· Harvest Supper  
· Christmas Fair  
· Concerts by  
o Mostly Madrigals and Coro San Carlo  
o Crosby Gilbert & Sullivan  
Rossendale Youth Band  

 
There are two videos on our website of the Mostly M adri-
gals and Coro San Carlo concert. 
(www.saintmaryshale.com ).  
 
In 2009 we are planning another quiz, vicarage garde n 
party, harvest supper, Christmas fair and a number of 
concerts. Provisional dates are on our website. 
 
We have had a number of requests to have a barn dan ce. 
We have looked into it and our problem is one of a suit-
able venue. If you have any ideas see one of the So cial 
Committee. 
 

Jeff Holt 

April 12th EASTER  
 

Easter, of course, is the most special day of the 
Christian year: the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Why does the date more around so much? Be-
cause the date of Passover moves around, and 
according to the biblical account, Easter is tied 
to the Passover. Passover celebrates the Israel-
ites' exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven 
days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of 
Nisan, which equates to late March or early 
April. 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar 
calendar to come up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7 
April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two 
days later. Modern scholars continue to think these the most 
likely. 
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the 
first Sunday after the first full moon after the 
Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the 
precise calculations are unbelievably compli-
cated and involve something called an 
'ecclesiastical full moon', which is not the same 
as the moon in the sky. The earliest possible 
date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which 
last fell in 1818 and won't fall again until 2285. 
The latest is 25 April, which last happened in 
1943 and is next due in 2038. 
Why the name, 'Easter'? In almost every European language, 
the festival's name comes from 'Pesach', the Hebrew word for 
Passover. The Germanic word 'Easter', however, seems to 

come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess 
mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He 
thought that the Saxons worshipped her in 
'Eostur month', but may have confused her 
with the classical dawn goddesses like Eos 
and Aurora, whose names mean 'shining in 
the east'. So Easter might have meant sim-
ply 'beginning month' - a good time for start-
ing up again after a long winter. 
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they 
are an ancient symbol of birth in most Euro-
pean cultures. On the other hand, hens start 

laying regularly again each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden 
during Lent, it's easy to see how decorating and eating them be-
came a practical way to celebrate Easter. 



Hale U10 Football  
 The Story So Far  
  
The Hale U10 football team has made great 
progress considering this to be their first sea-
son as a new team.  Several weeks ago, they 
were in 2nd position in the league tale and ex-
pect to finish in the top three.  Just a few 
weeks ago, they had their best match yet, where Hale beat In-
terunion 7-0!  'We have finally got the players into their best 
positions and the team is playing to its maximum potential's 
says Mark Goodyear, the manager.  In this match, local lads 
Elliott and Zak Goodyear scored a goal and Owen Roberts 
scored a hat-trick, leaving Connor Dowling to score two.  There 
are four more matches to play before the league is fin-
ished.  Hale U10's have entered into a cup tournament.  Watch 
this space to find out how they get on or just google 'Halton 
Junior Football League' and check the results 

 The Good Book Club  
  
The Good Book Club meet every month at 
the Vicarage. The session is very informal 
and usually lasts for about  1.1/2 hours. 
We have covered both new and Old Testa-
ment books  which vary very much in the 
style of writing. Janice gives us back-
ground information which is both helpful 

and interesting. We also have the opportunity to give our own 
particular likes / dislikes about what we have read. As we all 
have different tastes it's good to listen to what others have to 
say. It is quite a small group but very friendly. The Good Book 
Club is really enjoyable, informative and never boring. 

Janice Farrell 



Worship Committee Report  Year 20087/2009  
Members: 
 Rev Janice Collier, Carol Parry, Di. Evans, Janice Farrell, Jo.Saville, 
Evelyn Hudson, Kath.Williams, Anne Marie O’Connor Colin Borlase 
 
 
 
We meet around 4 times a year to review our services, and plan for the 
future, to make the worship at St Mary’s meaningful, relevant and ac-
cessible to all age groups. 
 
We feel we need a balance in our worship, because as a village 
church, we need to provide a range of services for the worshipping 
community, to be inclusive of age both young, and old, and worship for 
the established congregation and those for whom public worship is a 
new, and we pray meaningful experience, to that end our services are  
devised as follows 
 
1st Sunday in the month is Holy Communion using the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, aimed at, but not exclusive to, those who respond to a 
more traditional style of worship 
 
2nd Sunday is All Age Worship this is not a Communion Service and 
the service is entirely Lay lead, our aim is to encourage new worship-
pers, and families in particular to experience church in a less formal 
way 
 
3rd Sunday is Holy Communion using “Common Worship” and after 
Communion the “Laying on of Hands” is offered to all, those who feel 
they need a blessing, perhaps for some particular reason, or maybe 
feel they need a spiritual “top up”  
 
4th Sunday is Family Communion using Common Worship but aimed 
at families, with children and adults together bringing the bread and 
wine, and preparing the table ready for Communion. 
 
When there is a fifth Sunday in the month the service would be Holy 
Communion using Common Worship. 
 
Every Sunday there is a service at 4.30pm, the second Sunday in each 
month is Holy Communion 
 
We see our role as trying to present  the good news of a living and lov-
ing God  in a lively way, and we would encourage you to experience 
our living church.      Colin Borlase 



FABRIC SUB COMMITTEE REPORT FOR AGM  
 
 
I suppose the best reflection of our efforts is that nothing 
major has broken down or fallen off the church building 
since our last report. 
Most of our regular weekly “maintenance hours” have 
been devoted to repairing and refurbishing the South 
lytch-gate which was in very poor condition. The weather 
conspired to arrange for rain on most Tuesdays this sum-
mer between 9 &10 am!! The end result for both lytch 
gates is now quite handsome (we think). 
We have continued to improve and control the long edge 
of the “new” churchyard. This will take some time to de-
velop and become obvious. 
There has been the routine changing of light bulbs, re-
pairs to plaster and drain cleaning carried out by our trusty 
team of : Les Hawksworth, Ron Antrobus and me,  

                              Peter Quint  

 HOLY WEEK 

Holy Week, i.e. the series of pre-Easter festivities commemorat-
ing various events of the final days of Christ's life, probably devel-
oped in 4th century Jerusalem, possibly beginning with St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem. Christians from all over the world would take pilgrim-
ages to the Holy Land, and the Church of Jerusalem provided 
rites and worship dedicated to re-enacting the final events of 
Christ's life. The first account we have of such rites is the diary of 
the pilgrimage of Egeria to Jerusalem around AD 381. Gradually 
many of these customs and holy days spread to the wider Chris-
tian world.  

 Scriptural References: Matthew 21, 26-27; Mark 11, 14-15; Luke 19, 22-

23; John 13, 16-19 

REPORT FROM MAGAZINE COMMITTEE.  PCC 2009 
 
Members:  
 

Mark France 
Val Borlase 
Mavis Stonehouse 
Bob Hogarth 
Chris Hatton 
June Quint 
 
Our monthly Parish Magazine continues to be well received 
by over 300 households.  

 
We are very grateful to everyone who writes articles which 
helps to give the magazine an interesting read. We have al-
ways said that it is only as good as the news and articles we 
receive We strongly urge everyone to submit something dur-
ing the year, whether it is a piece of interesting news to share 
or valuable information, or a report from some of the many 
groups who meet regularly, or updates on progress of group 
activities, advertising fund raising events, celebrations, ac-
knowledgements, recipes, tit bits etc. 
 
As I mentioned in the last report a year ago, we are still look-
ing for volunteers to collate and fold the magazine each 
month. A team of four could carry out this task in less than 
two hours. Please contact Val if you would like to help. 
 
Mark France has done a great job as editor during the last 
twelve months but his work would be made easier if all arti-
cles were submitted a little earlier in the month. This would 
help in the planning of the pages . 
 
We are always looking for ways of improving the magazine 
and welcome any constructive suggestions. 

Val Borlase on behalf of the committee 



Coffee Shop Report to PCC 2009  
 
The Coffee Shop has continued to play an important part in 
village life for many people.  Our regulars still call in for a 
drink, cakes, scones and a friendly chat.  We have also at-
tracted customers from further afield including hikers and cy-
clists who welcome a place to stop and refuel! We have main-
tained our prices in spite of  increases in our shopping bills 
and our hall rent.  
We are still able to make our regular donation to Action Aid, 
supporting children in Sierra Leone and Malawi.  For the past 
2 years we have also supported the training of 2 midwives in 
Sierra Leone through an extra donation of just over £800.  
This year we have used £500 of our savings to support the 
building of 3 schools in Malawi and have sent another £500 to 
help Action Aid with their work in the Congo, where they have 
been struggling to cope with the terrible situation there. 
We have again made our annual donation of £1000 to St 
Mary’s Church, which we know is much appreciated.  
 
We are very sad that 3 of our regular supporters, Pauline 
Hands, Jean Denton and Nora Maddock have passed away 
during the last 12 months.  We give thanks for their support 
over the years and for their cheerful company. 
 
I would like to thank, most sincerely, our dwindling band of 
helpers for their continued commitment and support.  We 
would welcome NEW helpers for any of our 3 sessions but 
particularly to help Gwen on alternate Friday mornings.  With-
out more help this session may not be able to continue. My 
special thanks to Ruth Nixon who does all our shopping and 
keeps the books so meticulously. 
 
We are open on most Tuesday, Friday and Sunday morn-
ings, 10.30 - midday.  

Dorothy Brown. 

        Bell Ringers Report to PCC 2009.  
 
This year we got off to a good start with 8 of our own ringers, 
ringing regularly for the Sunday morning service.  Since then, 
2 of our young ringers, David Parry and Stephen Greatley 
have left for University.  Our other youngsters are finding it 
difficult to fit in bell ringing with increased homework so we 
are left with our faithful group of more mature ringers!  Sadly 
our Sunday morning ringing band has been depleted since 
the new year.   
We have welcomed some bands of visiting ringers during the 
year, including a group of 20 ringers who mostly live in 
Cheshire, meet monthly and call themselves The Midweek 
Crisis Ringers! 
In December the Liverpool Branch regularly hold a Quarter 
Peal week.  During the week they try to ring a quarter peal at 
every tower in the area.  A group of young ringers came to 
ring at Hale on our practice night that week so that our tower 
could be included in the Quarter Peal Week. Our thanks go to 
them.  We have also rung for several weddings this year. 
 
Our practice night is Thursday from 7.30 -9.00 .  If you would 
like to learn this ancient craft come along to Church any 
Thursday evening. If you have learnt to ring in the past and 

would like to return you would be most wel-
come. 
 
My thanks go to our friends from Woolton 
and Huyton who support us so regularly on 
our practice night and teach any learners we 
have.  Also to Ruth Hilton, our Tower Cap-
tain who keeps us in order! 

 
Dorothy Brown. 

 



St Mary’s Church Hale with Halebank  
Sunday School Report 2008/2009.  

 
Sunday school continues, now integrated with the All-Age Wor-
ship and the Family Communion Services on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays each month. This means that Sunday School in its tra-
ditional form now meets 2/3 times each month at 9-45 in Church 
on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays. Currently we have 12 children on 
Register not including our two teenage helpers! They are a 
happy, lively group and we all enjoy our time together. We have 
recently introduced “Godly Play” into our lessons (and in our two 
Church Schools) and have started to use the “Roots” resources 
as well as “Living Stones”. This is all working well. In September 
2008 we had 3 sessions of introduction for the Sunday School 
children and their parents regarding the admission of Baptised 
children to Holy Communion before Confirmation. These ses-
sions went well and 11 children from Sunday school received 
certificates. The decision for this to go ahead was made by the 
PCC and it is entirely the decision of the Parents at what age 
this should begin for their child. We had a great outing at the be-
ginning of September to Walton Hall Park for a picnic tea and 
fun and games-thoroughly enjoyed by all!! Thank you Revd 
Janice for driving the mini-bus. At Christmas each child received 
a special gift and all the children helped to set up the Church 
crib. We continue with the “Child Friendly Church Award “and 
follow all the Child Protection rules and regulations ensuring the 
safety of the children in our care. We once again collected over 
£70 in our special box for the Children’s Society. Thank you to 
Steve Farrell our Church Treasurer who looks after all our fi-
nances. Thank you to all the Mums and Dads ( and Grandpar-
ents too!) who bring the children on Sunday mornings and 
Thank you to all who support the work with children-those who 
express a lively interest and those who have donated money to 
us. The Sunday school team give full commitment to the work 
with children – it continues to be a joy and privilege to do so. 

 
Kathleen Williams  

Two Awards for Hale C.E. School  
 

Hale School has recently received two awards for the curricu-
lum it provides for its pupils. 
 
In November school was given an Award of Excellence 
when we achieved  “Thinking School Status” as recognition 
of the work we do in Cognitive Education.  We are the 3rd 
school in Halton to be given the award and only the 16th in the 
country. 
 
This January school received the Activemark 2008 for excep-
tional delivery of P.E. and Sport. Activities which take place 
include swimming, outdoor and adventurous activities, rugby, 
multi skills, judo, fencing, golf, speed stacking, gymnastics, 
and Healthy Heroes. 

Hale C.E Link Club  
Hale C.E. Primary School now has breakfast & after school fa-
cilities known as the Link Club. 
 
The Link Club, open to all pupils 5.30 each school afternoon. 
Children do not have to attend all of the sessions – some chil-
dren are coming 2 or 3 days each week depending on parents’ 
commitments. 
 
Lots of fun activities are planned to take place. 

SUMMARY OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH ACCOUNTS FOR PCC A.G.M . 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS. 
 
Total receipts to 31st December2008 are   £51,135.00 
Total payments to 31st December 2008 are  £46,700.00 
Bank Balance as at the 31st December 2008 is  £9,180.00 
Basic annual running costs to keep the church open is  £33,150.00 
Annual income from gift aid envelopes and collections amounts 
to  £16,250.00  


