
 

 

��������	
���
Residential Home for the Elderly 

 
The Old Vicarage, 

335 Ditchfield Road, 
Hough Green, 

WIDNES WA8 8XR 
 

Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  
 

 

 

 

PARISH MAGAZINE 
St. Mary’s Church 

  Hale with Halebank 30P 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 

From the Editorial Team 
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 
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The vicar writes… 
 

In the church’s year we are now in the season of Easter. Easter is 
all about new life, new hope and a different way of being. When Je-
sus rose from the dead it totally shocked his friends and family. 
They just weren’t expecting it to happen. If you put yourself in the 
shoes of one of his disciples they experience a rollercoaster of emo-
tions in a very short space of time. The joy of the Passover/Last 
Supper celebration quickly became the trauma of Jesus’ arrest in 
the darkness of the Garden of Gethsemane. What did the disciples 
do ? The bible accounts tell us that all the disciples ran away, 
maybe they were afraid that they too would be arrested. What would 
you have done? We all like to think that we would stick by a friend in 
need, none of them did. The trial and execution of Jesus happened 
very rapidly, and he was on the cross by 9am the next morning, I 
wonder if they even knew the crucifixion had happened. The mother 
of Jesus and some other women were at the cross with just one of 
the disciples, where were the others? When we hear or read the ac-
counts of the events of Easter again and ask these questions there 
is lots to discover. From the Friday night and all through Saturday 
they must have been shocked and distraught, maybe they were 
ashamed they had let him down. Maybe they wished they had done 
things differently. I imagine that as a group they had found each 
other and gathered together to comfort one another, not knowing 
what to do next. On the Sunday morning some of the women de-
cided to go to the tomb, as we would visit the resting place of a 
loved one. Imagine their horror on finding the tomb open and dis-
turbed. Then something unexpected and wonderful happens. Mary 
encounters the risen Jesus, has conversation with him and hugs 
him. How her heart must have soared ! She goes back to tell the 
others, full of excitement, but they don’t believe her. Others run to 
the tomb to see for themselves that it is indeed empty! But they 
don’t meet Jesus until later that day, in the evening. I wonder why 
he keeps them waiting all day? 
The message of Easter is of hope of a new life, a life on earth that is 
full and vibrant, a life that goes on after death in a new way, that’s 
why Christians get so excited about it! It is such good news! 
I pray that you will discover the joy of Easter 
 
                                                                                         Love Janice 



 

 

                Funerals  
 
 

Betty Thompson 
We pray for her family and all who mourn. 

 
Special Services for Holy Week  

 
Maundy Thursday 1 st April 6pm Halebank Church  
Family “Last Supper” 
Please bring a small plate of party food to share. 
 

Maundy Thursday 1 st April 8pm Hale Church . Stripping 
of the Altar and Holy Communion Service, followed by si-
lent Watch. 
 
 

Good Friday 2nd April 11am Service of Morning 
prayer, suitable for all ages, followed by the walk to the 
Memorial Green at 11.45am with our friends from St 
Ambrose. 
 

Good Friday 2 nd April The church will be open from 
12.30 for private prayer followed at 2pm “The Last 
Hour ” a solemn service of readings,, quiet music and 
hymns, prayer and silence, best for adults. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING    
    
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ 
 Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 420 0269 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   

 

�
 
 

Head stone and grave maintenance  
 

���� Do you struggle to care for your  
     loved ones memorial” 

WE CAN HELP 
We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave 

and surrounding area. 
Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered . 

 
 Flowers for special occasions can also be ar-
ranged. 

Please contact  
Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420 

1464 



 

 

Dates for your diary…  
 
Ignite : The Widnes Deanery Youth 
Church for 11-18’s will be meeting in the Bridewell at 
St Luke’s Farnworth Sunday’s from 6pm-8.30pm  
from 18 th April until 23rd May. 
 

 

 

Our Services 

  April Services 2010  
 
 
4th Easter Sunday 
9.30 Halebank Holy Communion service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion with baptisms 
4.30 Hale Holy Communion Service. 
 
11th 
11.00 Hale All age worship  
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
18th 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing.  
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer 
 
25th 
11.00 Hale Family Communion. Followed by 
church AGM 
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
2nd May 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP 
4.30 Hale Iona Service 
 



 

 

HALEBANK C.E. (V.C.) PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

A big thank you to all who attended our Christ-
mas Productions and Bingo night, your support 
is very much appreciated and we enjoyed en-
tertaining you.  
Some of the bingo money raised is going to 
help us to start to develop our school grounds, 
so that the pupils can learn about the outdoors 
and learn in the outdoors. At this time, we are lucky enough to be 
involved in a series of exciting projects, working with outside part-
ners to help us achieve our vision. The whole school is visiting the 
Liverpool Wildflower Centre to get us all enthusiastic about the 
creative play area that Class 3 are going to design and make for 
us, as part of our Creative Partnerships Enquiry School award. I 
can’t wait to see what they will do, as they have complete control 
over the design!  We are very lucky that two members of Halton 
Borough Council’s planning department offered to talk to the pupils 
about their experiences of commissioning and organising the in-
stallation of the amazing Future Flower project on Widnes Water-
front. All pupils in Key Stage 2 are visiting the waterfront site to 
help record the stages, as this wonderful project becomes a real-
ity. The pupils will then be able to use the real life skills that they 
learn, to make our own ‘Big Art’ projects in the school grounds, 
and later Class 4 will use the ‘Future Flower’ as inspiration when 
they write and film their own news report. Key Stage 1 pupils will 
work with artists, involved with Halton’s small school arts cluster 
‘cultural project’, to first of all learn about musical instruments from 
around the world, and then add a musical element to Class 3’s 
design. I hope that when they see their finished work our pupils 
will be very proud of themselves and see that they can make a 
difference, not only to their school and their community but to the 
lives of others far away. The staff and I are very proud of our pu-
pils, because they themselves decided to raise money for the vic-
tims of the Haiti earthquake. Pupils came up with the idea of hold-
ing a non-uniform day and a toy sale, and the event was organised 
by the school council. We have just sent a cheque for £200 to the 
DEC earthquake appeal. Well Done All!  

Gill Threadgold, headteacher. 
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346    E-mail: dogrose@btconnect.com  

THE UKEKELE CLUB  
  

The Ukelele Club has received its first two members ,  
 

Sue Hawksworth and Linda Brown.   
 
As of March 7th, they have both had their first lessons and 
have done extremely well, learning how to play such songs 
as Amazing Grace, Old Macdonald, Top of Old Smokey and 
the most difficult, Stand by Me.   
Next hurdle is the Beach Boys' version of The Sloop John B. 
   
 Any already-established or aspiring uke players are 
welcome. 
 
Ron Sheen 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Deanery Synod Report April 2010  
 
Our Main project this year was to set up a Christians Against 
Poverty Centre in St. Johns Church, which we hope will open 
this year. Christians Against Poverty is a national debt coun-
selling charity working through a network of centres based in 
local churches. CAP offers hope and a solution to anyone in 
debt through its unique, in-depth service. CAP aims to show 
God’s love in action by providing sustainable poverty relief 
through debt counselling, advice and practical help. CAP’s 
unique ‘hands on’ approach empowers people to help them-
selves out of poverty and be released from the fear, oppres-
sion and worry generated by overwhelming debts. They are 
providing sustainable poverty relief as their service teaches 
clients vital budgeting skills that will last a lifetime. The char-
ity operates through a growing network of UK centres, all 
opened in partnership with a local church. CAP began in 
1996 when John Kirkby, armed with a £10 donation, started 
to help people in his local community who were trapped in 
debt.  We also discussed the falling number of Clergy and 
how we would have to adapt to ensure that all the churches 
in our diocese had a service on a Sunday. Firstly, we 
changed the times of some of our services so it was easier 
for the clergy in the area to cover holidays and sickness. We 
then agreed to divide the deanery into 3 groups; Widnes 
South, which has now been formed and includes St. Paul’s, 
St. Mary’s Westbank and St. Mary’s Hale with Halebank, 
Widnes East and Widnes West which are still under negotia-
tion. It is hoped these will be formed later this year. The 
Deanery Synod continues to meet every four months and our 
next meeting is on Wednesday 7th July 2010 at St. Ambrose 
church hall. Your current representatives are Carol Parry and 
Joyce Reilly. If you would like to discuss any of the items in 
this report please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
                                                                               Carol Parry 



 

 

EASTER LILLIES .  
   
If you would like to make a donation 
to the Easter Lillies in church  
in memory of a loved one, Please contact 
Naomi Hadden  on 425 2265. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT 2009/2010 
 
Sunday School has continued throughout the year on al-
ternate weeks with All-Age Worship and Family Commun-
ion Services.  We have 12 on register-we would like to 
have more! The children are fun loving and lively and love 
to tell us their news week by week and sing and pray to-
gether.  We continue with our teaching and are currently 
using the “Roots” resources.  
We continue to support the Children’s Society using our 
“Big Box” and during the year collected £65 Thank you to 
all the Mums and Dads (and Grandmas too) who bring 
children on Sunday mornings.  Thank you to all who sup-
port our work-those who express a lively interest and 
those who have donated money to us-and sweets too!! 
Each child received a Christmas Gift and chocolates this 
year following the Nativity Tableau and the “setting up” of 
the Christmas crib in Church. 
We recognise that St Mary’s is now reaching out to far 
more children than just those in Sunday School.  Work in 
our two Church schools continues to be a high priority in-
cluding the “Church on a Tuesday Club” There are also a 
good number coming to the monthly All-Age Service. 
So the work of spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to our Children continues in many and varied ways. 
 
                                                               Kathleen Williams. 

 

 

Coffee Shop Report to PCC 2010  
 

The Coffee Shop has had a good year, attracting new cus-
tomers from near and far.  As well as our local customers we 
now have regular visits from Wirral hikers and Liverpool  
cyclists!   
We are still able to make our regular donation to Action Aid, 
supporting children in Sierra Leone and Malawi. In addition, 
this year, we have again used £500 of our savings to support 
a school in Malawi where they are trying to improve conditions 
for the local children who often have to miss out on their 
schooling in adverse weather conditions. 
We have again made our annual donation of £1000 to St 
Mary’s Church, and this year we have given an additional 
£500 which we have asked to go into the fund for the new 
church boiler. 
During the past year, 2 of our faithful ‘old’ hands, June and 
Gwen, have reluctantly had to take a step back due to health 
problems.  We will welcome them back whenever they feel 
well enough to come and I would like to sincerely thank them 
both for their committed support over many years. I am also 
extremely grateful to all those who have come forward to keep 
the Tuesday and Friday sessions going so successfully. 
We are always glad to welcome new volunteer helpers.  The 
pay is poor but the job satisfaction is enormous!!  
Last but by no means least, my special thanks go to Ruth 
Nixon who does all our shopping and keeps the books so  
meticulously. 
We are open on most Tuesday, Friday and Sunday morn-
ings, 10.30 – midday but we do close for the whole of  
August. 
 
                                                                             Dorothy Brown. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Bell Ringers Report to PCC 2010.  
 

This year has been a poor year in our bell tower as 
we have lost our group of young ringers, either to 
University or because of pressures of 6th form 

homework.  We are left with our small but faithful group of 
more mature ringers!  Sadly our Sunday morning ringing band 
has been depleted this year as well. 
The good news is that Matthew and Jonathan Riley are both 
attending our practice nights.  Matthew has returned after a 
break and only needed a small amount of revision before he 
was back in the swing.  Jonathan, as a beginner, has learnt to 
handle a bell very quickly.   
During the year we welcomed a band of visiting ringers from 
Congleton who came in November to ring a quarter peal on 
our bells.  The local branch ringers came one Thursday eve-
ning in February and so we were able to ring with them and 
improve our skills. 
In December the Liverpool Branch annually hold a Quarter 
Peal week.  During the week they try to ring a quarter peal at 
every tower in the area.  A group of young ringers came to 
ring at Hale on our practice night that week so that our tower 
could be included in the Quarter Peal Week. Our thanks go to 
them.  
We have also rung for several weddings over the last twelve 
months.  
Our practice night is Thursday from 7.30 -9.00 .  If you would 
like to learn this ancient craft come along to Church any 
Thursday evening. If you have learnt to ring in the past and 
would like to return you would be most welcome. 
My thanks go to our friends from Woolton and Huyton who 
support us so regularly on our practice night and teach any 
learners we have.  Last but certainly not least, our thanks go 
to Ruth Hilton, our Tower Captain. 
 
                                                                          Dorothy Brown. 

 

 

SHARED MINISTRY TEAM REPORT. 
 
We completed our training in the summer of 2009 all 
eleven  of us. In September we were commissioned by 
the Bishop of Warrington at a special service held in St. 
Mary' s church. At this service we presented our 
Agreed Statement which we all had to sign . We 
worked together on the statement for quite some 
time  to ensure that we were all in agreement as to its 
content. A copy of the final statement can  be found in 
the vestry. The service was a wonderful experience for 
us all and was well attended by church members , fam-
ily and friends. 
The team meet at least once a month when we enjoy 
some worship time together as well as discussing fu-
ture plans and ways of moving forward. A report is then 
given to the PCC at each of their meetings. 
In January we organised an Everybody Welcome at St. 
Mary's  session. A lot of planning went into the format 
of the day but it paid off. It was very well attended and 
the team got lots of ideas for making the church more 
welcoming especially to newcomers. The feedback that 
we received was really encouraging. We are currently 
using the information that we    received  to enable us 
to improve and build upon our existing church practice. 
We will be holding another session shortly to report 
back on our progress. 
In March we spent a day at Foxhill near Frodsham in 
order that we could have some time together for quiet 
reflection and  meditation. It gave us the opportunity to 
discuss our journey together so far and where our next 
steps will lead us to. 
 

The shared ministry team. 
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We welcome all offers of good quality clothing. 

We just ask that it is laundered . 
 
 
 

If you would like to donate articles for sale 
Please take them into school, church or call 

Val on 425 3519 to arrange collection. 
 
 
 

This is a fund raising event,  
please support us. 

 



 

 

HALE AND HALEBANK LADIES GROUP  
 MEETING MARCH 2010 

 

The attendance again was excellent. This month’s speaker, 
David Jones, is a local resident and has lived in the village 
for over 30 years. Together with his son Gareth, he has the 
‘shooting rights’ for the areas in and around the village. Dave 
gave a very sensitive and interesting talk about the conser-
vation and protection of the wildlife in Hale and the work he 
is doing in conjunction with others to improve the environ-
ment and protect the wildlife. It was interesting to learn about 
the changing boundaries of the local farms over the years 
and how the change in trends in agriculture has affected the 
wildlife. Dairy farming gave way to raising crops and in the 
1970’s with the use of pesticides, the insect population be-
gan to decline. Habitats as well as natural sources of food 
were lost resulting in some species of wildlife becoming en-
dangered. Ponds were not being looked after either. Preda-
tors were increasing. Magpies, crows, Jays and squirrels 
were attacking nests, steeling eggs and eating the chicks. 
Foxes, weasels and stoats continued their destruction also. 
Dave heads a working syndicate of 8 in the village. All work 
within specific guidelines established nationally and work in a 
controlled humane way in order to protect our wildlife and our 
environment.  Their intervention over the last few years is 
apparently showing signs of success. The numbers of Mag-
pies have decreased. The numbers of Pheasants have in-
creased as well as the numbers of skylarks, green plovers, 
song thrushes and many more species around our village. 
Whilst there remains  mixed feelings about killing / removing 
the predators, it is all carried out in the name of conservation! 
Our awareness has certainly been raised re some of the is-
sues surrounding the decline in the wildlife. We promise not 
to trespass in the farmers cultivated fields with our dogs but   
stick to the paths!!  A very interesting evening. 
                                                       Anna Banks ,Secretary 
 

 

 

Church accounts for January and February 
2010 

  
Total Receipts are :  £5,438.92 
  
Total Payments are  :  £5,776.71 
  
Our basic monthly payments are   £2667.72  just to keep 
the Church open and warm, on top of this we have the 
cost of church services and also the upkeep of the 
church and churchyard. An update on the new boiler 
fund now stands at  £1,976.30. 
On top of this we would like to give a big thank you to 
the Freemen of Hale  who have donated £500:00  to go 
to church funds towards the repair costs of the old 
boiler.  
                                                                          S Farell, treasurer 
 

 
MARK FRANCE . 

 
 

You may not know that our current editor of the magazine, Mark 
France, is a member of our armed forces, serving in the RAF. 
Mark will be taking a break from the parish magazine as he has 
been called to serve in  Afghanistan in May for a six months tour 
of duty. We send Mark our best wishes and prayers and look for-
ward to seeing him again in the autumn. 
 
 



 

 

Morning prayer  
 
Did you know that we pray each weekday 
morning in Hale Church at 9am for about 
20minutes, and that you are welcome to come 
and pray with us. One of the things we usually 
do is to pray for the needs of the world. 
We often pray in a general way for the members of our 
armed forces serving in Afghanistan and around the world. 
If you know of anyone who has a loved one presently serv-
ing and they would like us to pray for them by name please  
contact the vicar, Janice Collier on 425 3195.  

Halebank Church.  
  
Halebank Church (situated next to the Oddies) is a joint 
Methodist and Church of England Church. The ministry is 
shared between Rev Janice and Rev Neil Drayton and the 
team of Methodist lay ministers.  
At a recent Joint Church Council the decision was taken to 
cease the Sunday service and focus on the thriving group 
which meet each Thursday at 1pm.  
This is an informal type of gathering, seated around a ta-
ble, the group choose the hymns they want to sing, who 
they want to pray for  and have the opportunity to ask 
questions about the bible etc.  
Once a month there is communion. 
The reason this has developed is that these folk told 
Janice they didn’t like church “Because it was boring”. So 
we decided to do things a bit differently. It has to be said 
they are not spring chickens!  
If you would like to come and find out what happens then 
just come along on Thursday @ 1pm.   

 

 

Fæder ure þu þe eart on heofonum, Si þin nama gehalgod. to be-
cume þin rice, gewurþe ðin willa, on eorðan swa swa on heofonum. 
urne gedæghwamlican hlaf syle us todæg, and forgyf us ure gyltas, 
swa swa we forgyfað urum gyltendum. and ne gelæd þu us on cost-
nunge, ac alys us of yfele. soþlice. 
 
As this week’s contribution is rather lengthy, there is no quiz. 
                                                                                        Ron Sheen 

  REPORT FROM MAGAZINE COMMITTEE.  2010 
 

Members:  
Mark France 
Val Borlase 
Mavis Stonehouse 
Bob Hogarth 
Chris Hatton 
June Quint 
 

Our monthly Parish Magazine continues to be well received by over 
300 households. We have also promoted it at the Christmas Fair 
and at our local shops. We are very grateful to everyone who writes 
articles which help to give the magazine an interesting read. We 
would like to encourage as many people as possible to use the 
magazine to keep us up to date with any news or to promote any 
events around the parish. As I mentioned in the last report a year 
ago, we are still looking for volunteers to collate and fold the maga-
zine each month. It is getting more difficult for some of our current 
team to be available due to family commitments. A team of four 
could carry out this task in less than two hours. It can be done in 
the daytime or evening, whatever suits. Please contact Val if you 
would like to help. This is now becoming urgent. We are always 
looking for ways of improving the magazine and welcome any con-
structive suggestions. Mark France has been doing a great job as 
editor for the last two years but as a member of the armed forces 
he has now been called to serve in Afghanistan for the next six 
months. I will be taking over the editorial role until his return. I know 
we will all be thinking of Mark and his family and keeping them in 
our prayers during this time. 

Val Borlase on behalf of the committee 



 

 

English Corner (3)   
 

One aspect of the pre-Norman conquest period not discussed so 
far is that of the role of the Vikings who were mentioned in Quiz 
2.   They originated in the three Scandinavian countries and influ-
enced the Western World during the period 700 to 1100 settling in 
regions as far apart as North America, Greenland, Iceland, Turkey. 
Sicily and Normandy.  As far as Britain is concerned, their influence 
began as pirate raids on monasteries and settlements along the 
east coast of England.  However, they later settled to such a large 
extent along the eastern parts of England that the region became 
an official part of the country and was called the Danelaw thus di-
viding Britain into two parts – Viking and Anglo– saxon.  There en-
sued inevitable conflict.  In fact, during the period immediately be-
fore the Norman invasion in 1066, Harold, the adviser to the King, 
Edward the Confessor, was engaged in serious battles against the 
Vikings from which he had to hasten south to face the invading 
Normans. When two cultures and languages exist side by side as 
did the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, it is inevitable that there will be 
mutual influence.  Thus, one finds in present-day English many Vi-
king words which came from Old Norse.  Examples are: bull, bylaw, 
call, cast, club, crawl, creek, die, dirt, dregs, egg, flit, garth, gawk, 
get, geyser, gift, girth, give, gosling, guest, gust, hack, haggle, hit, 
husband, knife, lad, lathe, law, litmus, loose, low, mire, mistake, 
muck, mug, oat, odd, plough. 
 
The nature of the Anglo-Saxon language:  
   
Those of you who do not have a linguistic background will perhaps 
be surprised to learn that no language can remain the same over 
time.  All languages change naturally.  The change may begin as 
very small sound changes but often result in grammatical changes. 
As an example of the former, pre-14th century, our word ‘house’ 
was pronounced ‘hoose’ as it still is in parts of Scotland.  As to the 
latter, the Anglo-Saxon language had complicated endings and 
gender as has Latin (see example below).  Over time, these have 
been thankfully lost thus making English a language easily learned 
by foreigners.  Here is an example of how the Lord’s Prayer looked 
in pre-Norman invasion times so you can see the enormous 
changes that have taken place since. 

 

 

4th April -  EASTER  
Easter, of course, is the most special day of the Chris-

tian year: the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Why does 

the date more around so much? Because the date of 

Passover moves around, and according to the biblical 

account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover cele-

brates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven days, 

from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late 

March or early April. Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the 

Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm dates for Good Friday: Fri-

day 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two 

days later. Modern scholars continue to think these the most likely. Most 

people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full 

moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise 

calculations are unbelievably complicated and involve something called 

an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the 

sky. The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which 

last fell in 1818 and won’t fall again until 2285. The latest is 25 April, 

which last happened in 1943 and is next due in 2038. Why the name, 

‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s name 

comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic 

word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility 

goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the Saxons 

worshipped her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her with the 

classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean 

‘shining in the east’. So Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning 

month’ – a good time for starting up again after a long winter. Finally, 

why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in 

most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying regularly 

again each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to 

see how decorating and eating them became a practical way to cele-

brate Easter.  



 

 

 

 

Annual Report for “Church on Tuesday”  
 

“Church on Tuesday” began in July 2009, following a dis-
cussion between Janice and myself.  The idea was to offer 
pupils in Hale School the opportunity to experience a fresh 
expression of church, in light of the fact that for various 
reasons many of them, and their parents, found it difficult 
to attend Sunday school. “Church on Tuesday” runs as an 
after school club from 3.15pm to 4.15pm each week. It is 
open to all pupils in Hale school, and is attended by pupils 
from all years.  This gives us an age range of 4 to 11. Av-
erage attendance each week is 14, with a peak of 21. New 
children join each week as their friends encourage them to 
come along.  
We begin by sharing news, and then we will usually have a 
craft activity to complete. We have made bookmarks, door 
hangers, prayer chains and many other bible linked crafts.  
This is a very sociable time allowing the leaders to sit with 
the children; the children are very keen to share their 
ideas, and ask questions!  After this we come together to 
play a game, which in the better weather gives us a 
chance to go outside, or we may do some singing.  Next 
we split into 2 groups, by age, and have our teaching time.  
We then come back together as a group, and while infor-
mally sharing what both groups have discussed; we share 
a drink of juice and a biscuit.   Finally we have a quiet time 
for prayer and reflection.  As you can see we have a very 
full hour and we always run out of time! The primary lead-
ers at the start were Janice and myself, but I must thank 
Jayne Newman for her very active involvement, and as 
Janice has had other commitments over the months Jayne 
has stepped in to help lead the sessions. We are also very 
lucky to have the support of several other Parents and 
Grandparents who come along to assist and join in, so 
thank you to everyone. If you have children or grandchil-
dren in Hale school please come along with and see what 
we do!                                                         Joyce Reilly 


