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Residential Home for the
Elderly

The Old Vicarage,
335 Ditchfield Road,
Hough Green,
WIDNES WAS8 8XR

Tel: 0151 423 6795
Tel: 0151 424 5310
Fax: 0151 423 2212

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day.

+ Rooms with en-suites
+ The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere
+ Good home cooking

+ Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available

PARISH MAGAZINE

St. Mary’s Church
Hale with Halebank
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Revd. Janice Collier 425 3195
Revd. Neil Dayton (Methodist Halebank) 424 2494
Colin Borlase (Warden) 425 3519
Jeff Holt (Warden) 425 4230
Steve Farrell (Treasurer) 420 1464
Ros Barlow (Verger) 425 4163
David Ford (Organist) 425 2233
Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 4255171
Di Evans (Alpha Course) 01925 752416
Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary) 425 2265
Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers) 425 2123
Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial) 425 3519
Mark France (Magazine Editorial) 486 7660
June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410
Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial) 425 3169
Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial) 425 3761

Lynn Wain (Brownies) 425 2793
Pam Spargo (Ladies Group) 425 4142
Don Allerston (Parade Marshall) 425 3375
James Ross (Parade Marshall) 425 3645
Hale C of E School 425 3023
Halebank C of E School 424 4878

Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635

All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.
call the Vicarage 425 3195

Church Website: http://www.saintmaryshale.com

From the Editorial Team
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to

parishmag@fsmail.net

It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten.

Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
editorial team or the Church.
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington
Tel: 0151 423 3346 E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk
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The vicar writes...

For many people Christmas is the time we get to see family and
friends. Maybe it’'s the only time in the year we all get together.
Its good to relax in one another's company and enjoy some nice
food and drink, to catch up on the news and have a laugh.

A phone call or card from your nearest and dearest is fine, but
there’s nothing like seeing them face to face. And at Christmas
we want our loved ones with us, if they can be

Lots of people think that Christmas is really only for the children,
but this is not true. Christmas, the true message of Christmas is
for everyone. The amazing event at the heart of Christmas is
that Almighty God chose to send Jesus to be born as a baby
here on earth. Rather than stay remote from his creation, he
came to be with us, to share our lives, to be face to face with us.

The bible calls him “Immanuel”, which means “God with us”

Oh yes, everybody loves a baby, especially at Christmas, the
local papers often have a big feature about a Christmas day
birth. And it must have been quite an occasion more than 2000
years ago in Bethlehem, Angels providing a fanfare, shepherds
milling about. And the Prince of Peace himself, Jesus, born
among a load of smelly farm animals. Hardly the setting for the
creator of the universe!

Come and join us this Christmas to sing your favourite carols,
and find out more about the most important birth in human his-
tory...

Love from Janice




Funerals

Diane Brindle
James Dallas
Margaret Mayman

.We pray for them and all who mourn.

Baptisms.

We welcome into the family of the church
Anna Margaret Brennan
Lucas John Pogue

Ava Chloe Townsend
Alice Amelia Bayne

And pray for them and their Godparents

In Memory Of

ENID HOWELL

Enid Howell formerly of Church road, Hale

Village, passed away peacefully on September 16™ 2009
aged 89 years. She and Bill were very involved in village
life. Enid was a trained singer and loved her music; she
sang solos in several choirs including St Mary’s. She or-
ganised the cake stall to raise funds for the church for
many years. Her date and walnut cake, and scotch pan-
cakes sold very quickly! She went into a home near War-
rington in 2000 and then when Bill and her son David
died she moved to the Old Vicarage residential home in
Bakewell, Derbyshire to be nearer her daughter Vivian.
Here she ended her days. She will be very much missed
by all her family and friends.

FROM THE MAGAZINE COMMITTEE.

Thank you to all our readers for subscrib-
ing to our monthly Parish Magazine. Just
to remind you that the person who deliv-
ers your magazine will be collecting the
annual subscription of £2.50 at the end of
January. We would like to take this opportunity to thank
our merry band of distributors who help us to circulate
the magazine to all parts of the parish. Please remember
that we look forward to hearing from you all with any
news items, titbits, recipes or events etc. All you have to
do is write them down and pass them to Val Borlase or
better still email them to parishmag@fsmail.net. So get
writing !! We wish all our readers a very Happy Christ-
mas and a Peaceful New Year.

magazine committee.
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CAKES BY KERRY
BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARY NOVELTY
WEDDING CHRISTENING
ALL SUGARCRAFT SUPPLIES AND RIBBON

CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE

UNIT A8, MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ

Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 420 0269
WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM
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Our Services

Head stone and grave maintenance

Do you struggle to care for your
loved ones memorial’
WE CAN HELP
We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave
and surrounding area.
Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered

Flowers for special occasions can also be ar-
ranged.
Please contact
Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420
1464

DECEMBER SERVICES 2009

6" December

9.30 Halebank Methodist service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale lona Evening Prayer.

13th

9.30 Halebank Methodist service

11am Hale All-age Worship Toy Service
4.30 Hale Blessing of Village Crib

20th

9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion Service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing with Sunday
School Nativity.

4.30 Hale Candlelight Carol Service Ecumenical

24" Christmas Eve
6pm Halebank Family Carol Service
11.30 pm Hale Holy Communion

25™ Christmas Day
11.00 Hale Family Communion

27" December

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer




Our Services

JANUARY SERVICES 2010

3'Y January

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11,00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer

10" January

9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion service
11.00 Hale all-age Christingle Service

4.30 Hale Holy Communion

17" January

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service

11.00 Hale Holy Communion with healing
4.30 Hale evening Prayer

24"

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Family Communion
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer

31° January

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer

7" February

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer.

Dates for your diary...

Hale School PTFA Fashion Show —
Tuesday 1 %' December at 7.30pm in
school hall_Doors open at 7.30pm and the
show begins at 8pm sharp.

Hale Carnival Meeting will take place at 8.00pm/20. 00hrs
on Wednesday 2nd of December, upstairs in the meetings
room of the Child of Hale Public house, please come along,
your most welcome!

Thursday 3 ™ December Halebank School Bingo “eyes
down” 7pm

Wednesday 9 ™ December 8pm Vicarage. The Good
Book club. Please read the Gospel of Matthew and come
and enjoy a relaxed evening of conversation.

Friday 11 ™ December Halebank School Christmas pro-
duction 9.30 am for all members of the community, refresh-
ments served.

Saturday 12th December 7.30pm Family Christmas
Concert in church featuring The RAW singers straigh t
from their appearance on the Brindley.

VILLAGE CRAFTS

The Craft Group wishes to

thank those who supported

the Trash ‘N’ Treasure sale on the 24™ Octo-
ber.

A donation of £50 has been made to the
Hale Junior Football Club of which £41.50
was raised by the raffle .




HALE AND HALEBANK LADIES’ GROUP

The intriguing title of our November meeting ensured a good
attendance. — “ Henry Hacking beats the hangman — twice”.
Who was Henry Hacking? Obviously a charmed life, we
thought, but no, not entirely.....
He was born in 1754 and later joined the navy, serving un-
der Captain Phillips on H.M.S. Sirius. This noble vessel
transported convicts the 15,000 miles to Australia.
The heat, lack of water and ventilation made for a very un-
comfortable voyage for this motley crew of small time crimi-
nality. The British government of the day emptied the pris-
ons of petty criminals and 736 convicts ( aged 19 — 82 yrs)
survived the journey. Animals were also transported so the
convicts could set up farms upon their arrival at Sydney
Cove; a very inhospitable land.
Unfortunately the expedition was ill conceived and poorly
equipped so stores were soon used up. Henry Hacking was
held in great esteem by captain and crew however and he
was sent out hunting to save the colony from starvation.
However, the tide was to turn for Henry Hacking. Incompre-
hensively, he shot his wife, Anne Holmes after a shipboard
marriage and he was sentenced to death. A year later he
was pardoned, thus cheating the hangman for the first time.
After stealing naval stores and re-selling them, he was again
sentenced to death. However, this was commuted to 7 years
in Tasmania ! Henry Hacking 2, Hangman 0.
Teflon man, Henry Hacking “ fell on his feet” and was made
harbour pilot in charge of all government boats in Tasmania!
He retired on a pension of £6.6.0d a quarter and died
peacefully at the age of 81.
A charmed life! Thank you Mr. Bill Taylor for telling us about
it.

Gwen Whittle.

Urgent message from Rev Janice Collier re
Financial Support for St Mary's Hale with Halebank
church

I have to write this article to say that our financial position is very difficult.
The facts are:

To run St Mary’s Church in Hale it costs £639 each week

Our weekly income is

Money given by Standing orders £130
Money given in envelopes £120
Money given loose on the plate £ 30
Fees from Weddings, funerals etc £100
Profit from magazine £ 10

Total income = £390 each week
This leaves us with a shortfall of £249 each week

We have only survived this year because of a generous legacy which
was left to the church, this is now gone.

I am asking the people of the parish if they would consider giving a regu-
lar amount weekly in envelopes or monthly by standi ng order , if eve-
rybody gives something regularly this will make our church sustainable
for the future.

If we have just 60 people

3 people giving an extra £1 eg a daily newspaper per week =£3
4 people giving an extra £2 eg a Sunday newspaper =£8
6 people giving an extra £2.50 the price of a pint of lager =£15
7 people giving an extra £3 each week, price of fish & chips =£21
10 people giving an extra £3.50 ie tea and a scone “out” =£35
10 people giving an extra £4, a gin and tonic in a pub, weekly =£40

7 people giving an extra £4.50 eg pack of cigarettes each week = £31.50
6 people giving an extra £5 the price of a bottle of wine each week = £30
4 people giving an extra £7 per week eg a pub lunch =£28
3 people giving an extra £10 per week eg 2 cinema tickets =£30

Total =£241.50

This would all add up to £241.50, this is just under what we need each
week. Which one of these options will you choose?

Why not give up smoking and donate the money to the church, it would
do us both good!!

An extra bonus is that if you are a taxpayer and choose to Gift Aid your




giving the church receives an extra 25p for every pound you give, it's so
simple to do. Our treasurer Steve Farrell will be very glad to speak with
you about this.
Another way to think of it is this:
We deliver this magazine to over 300 homes in the parish, if everyone
gave us £1 per week regularly , every week, we would be able to con-
tinue to carry out the work of the church.
We have 100 people on our electoral roll, if they all gave an extra £2.50
per week we would be not running at a loss.
You may not be a regular church attender, but if you are resident in the
parish of Hale and Halebank you are cared for by the ministry of St
Mary’s church. To be blunt, you never know when you will need your
parish church.
Please help to maintain and support our work.
Contact Steve 420 1464 or please complete the commitment form in this
magazine and perhaps bring it to church with you over the Christmas
period.

Thank you Janice

meeting the group looked at numerous aspects and require-
ments, such as health and safety pitching of tents and provi-
sions for running water etc.. The locating of a large authentic
viking camp in the park was discussed, along with how
many tents and individuals will be on site for the two day
event. Aspects of the show ground were discussed, ranging
from the lie of the land, visitor safety, fairground location and
archery lessons-viking stylee! The carnivals running sched-
ule was discussed so it would incorporate everything possi-
ble for a fun packed enjoyable two day event for Hale Vil-
lage. The next Hale Carnival Meeting will take place at
8.00pm/20.00hrs on Wednesday 2nd of December, up-
stairs in the meetings room of the Child of Hale Pu  blic
house, please come along, your most welcome!

HALE C.E PRIMARY SCHOOL

The children were buzzing in school last week when we had a visit
from Circusology.

The day began with a whole school performance followed by class
workshops. By the end of the sessions children were able to spin
plates on sticks, balanced feathers on noses and many other
things. They also had a try at riding a Unicycles which was a lot
harder than it looked!!! | don’t think anyone managed that. Chil-
dren said it was amazing, thrilling, a once in a lifetime opportunity.
Another great full activity was the Annual Autumn Fair, as in previ-
ous years it was run mainly by year 6 pupils who designed, made
and provided prizes for their stalls. They had Penalty Shootout,
Straw in the hole, Guess the name of the teddy, Feed the animals,
Six Pin Bowling, Knock the cans down and Unlucky dip. On a
more serious note we have been thinking about people less fortu-
nate than ourselves and in that context we attended the Remem-
brance Day service at the War Memorial. Two junior pupils carried
the school banner and two year 1 pupils laid a wreath from all of
Hale School - Pupils, Staff and Governors

Children came to school in spotty clothes last week to support
Children In Need and raised £146.

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE

Hale Parish Council will be erecting a
Christmas Tree on the village green this
year, in the same location as last years
which was brought about by Hale
Carnival Committee of 2008.

The same protocol will be followed this year, as last- to allow
local children to hang named baubles of loved ones. Those
who have names of family members engraved on the sand-
stone monument can also dedicate a bauble to be hung on
the tree.

New means of lighting the tree are currently being looked
into, from sola power to a secured mains feed.
Hale Parish Council will be funding this event from now on.




HALE CARNIVAL 2010 MEETING REPORT

At Novembers Carnival meeting, of the Hale Village Carnival
Committee. it was confirmed that the 2010 Carnival is now
classed as a “Major” North West Event. The meeting, in the
upstairs meetings room of the Childe Of Hale Public House,,
saw more new volunteers come forward, to help out in the
carnival for 2010. Peter Platt, the chairman of the carnival
committee welcomed those new villagers to the meeting
along with PCSO Steve Marnick and a colleague, the number
of pro-active villagers now on the carnival committee has
now more than doubled since the first meeting in October-
however more volunteers are still welcome-the more
the merrier. During the November meeting various aspects
of the planning for the carnival were discussed and provision-
ally agreed. An overall discussion took place between the
committee and PCSO Steve Marnick about the policing and
security of the event, for which various suggestions and
opinions were varied and took on board for either future dis-
cussion or implementing on carnival day! Committee mem-
bers are now already planning and organising various as-
pects of the carnival, from gaining sponsorship to organising
the showground and where the mass of vikings will be lo-
cated on “both” sides of the park. Those new committee
members involved with other volunteer groups outside of the
village, offered their support and services to the carnival,
ranging from sponsorship, hands-on help to aircraft input.
The carnival committee would like to sincerely thank PCSO
Steve Marnick and his female colleague from Cheshire Police
and those new members-villagers, for attending the Novem-
ber carnival meeting! The organising of the carnival didn’t
stop after the November meeting,, for which, on a rather wet
Wednesday18th November lunch time, ,a small group of
committee members headed by Carnival Chairman Peter
Platt, met in Hale park to greet one of the Vikings Re-
enactments members for a on-site visit/meeting. During the

BANKER’'S ORDER

TO ..ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeene oo Bank / Building Society

Please pay to NATWEST BANK OF WIDNES
146 WIDNES ROAD, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WAS8 6BB

SORT CODE 60 19 24 For credit of the account of
HALE PCC GENERAL ACCOUNT
Account Number 9 8 6 80 71 4

The sumof £ ......... i With effect
(figures) (words)

From the ... dayof ......... 20....... and the same amount
Each week / month / year until further notice.
( delete as appropriate)

The following existing orders are hereby cancelled:
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EVERYBODY WELCOME

Everybody Welcome at St. Mary 's ___a course fort
congregation on Saturday 16 th January 2010 in
church at 9am __ 2pm including coffee and lunch.

For further information or to book your place please
contact

Janice or Steve Farrell 420 1464
Janet Ireland 425 3028
Kath Williams 425 5171
The Vicar 425 3195

( Sub group of Shared Ministry Team )

he




Sunday 13 ™ December 11am in Church

All-age Toy Service.
This is an opportunity to give to those in need locally in Halton. We
will be supporting the work of the King’'s Cross project who work
with families and residents in Halton Women'’s Aid to give food
hampers, toys, gifts and selection boxes. Have a look at their web-
site www.kingscrossproject.org.uk

This year we are asking for any of the following:

Non-perishable food items for hampers e.g. tins of meat

vegetables, soup, died pasta, anything that families can utilise

for meals over the Christmas season.

New toys/books/games for children (from babies up to

teenagers) especially welcome are the more educational type of

toys. Please do not wrap the toys as we always unwrap

them so we can give appropriate toys to each child.

Small selection boxes/boxes of chocolates, Main-street store

Vouchers and Toiletries/perfume/after shave gifts for adults.
Please bring your donations to church on Sunday 13" December.
Nick Calland , project manager writes “ May we take this opportu-
nity to thank you in advance for supporting the work of the Kings
Cross Project and on behalf of the families who will benefit, can |
thank you.”

CHILDLINE CHRISTMAS BOXES

The usual boxes for the annual Childline
Christmas collection are available. If you
would like to take a box and fill it with nice
things for Christmas please pick one up from church or the
village hall. There are various categories, from babies to
teenagers and also families. The boxes come with a fact
sheet and ideas of what to buy. Please do not include any
food items. The boxes don’'t need wrapping but it would
help to cut down expenses if you tape a £1 coin to the side
of the box. All boxes ( empty or full ) must be returned to
the village hall on Friday 11™ December between 1.30 pm
and 3.30 pm. Thank you so much for your support.

Pat Price.

25th December Christmas Day

Christmas: Why does it begin at
midnight with Holy Communion?
The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth
century to symbolise the idea that Christ was

born at midnight — a mystical idea in no way
hindered by historical evidence! No one knows the hour of his
birth. Certainly in recent times, Holy Communion at midnight
on Christmas morning has proved popular with modern fami-
lies. One British writer pointed out its “domestic convenience”
in 1947: “for where there are children and no servants, hus-
band and wife may be unable to communicate at any other
time.” (So things don’t change, then!)

Christmas — according to the Gospel of St Matthew
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of
the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him.”
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was trou-
bled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered
all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he de-
manded of them where Christ should be born. And they said
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the
prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not
the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then
Herod, when he had privately called the wise men, inquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them
to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word




again, that | may come
and worship him also.
When they had heard

the king, they de-
parted; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and stood over where the young
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex-
ceeding great joy. And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Christmas and St Luke’s Gospel
It is to St Luke’s wonderful gospel that many Christians
turn as the year draws to a close and Christmas ap-
proaches, for it is to St Luke that we owe the fullest ac-
count of the nativity.
Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the angel’s visit
to her, and has thus given the Church the wonderful Mag-
nificat of Mary. Luke alone tells us the story of Simeon’s
hymn of praise, thus giving us the wonderful Nunc Dimmit-
tis. Imagine an Anglican evensong without the Nunc Dim-
mittis. Luke alone tells us the story of how the angels ap-
peared to the shepherds and how the shepherds then vis-
ited the infant Jesus. So — imagine Christmas cards and
nativity scenes every year without the shepherds arriving
to visit baby Jesus. Imagine school nativity plays without
our children dressed as shepherds or sheep. So — thank
you, Luke! What makes it so amazing is that Luke was not
a Jew! The man who wrote the fullest nativity story, and
indeed more of the New Testament than any other single
person, was a Gentile!

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY CHRISTINGLE
SERVICE.

Our annual Christingle service will be held at
the All Age Service on Sunday
10" January at 11.00 am .

Christingle was established by the Mora-
vian Church in 1747 as a symbol of
Christ’'s light and love. The Children’s
Society introduced it for the Church of
England in 1968 and it has become a
popular family and community event ever
since.

Last year in Hale and Halebank we raised over £2,250
from the box holders and the door to door collections in
the Parish. This is a magnificent total and | am so grateful
to those people who have a collection box and also those
who gave to the parish collection, not forgetting the won-
derful collectors. This money enables the Children’s Soci-
ety to do such valuable work with children and families in
need. If you have a box, we will be collecting them in over
Christmas and at the Christingle service. If anyone would
like to have a box, please give me a ring.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank Evelyn and David
Hudson who help me so much with the box collection.

Jo Saville 0151 425 2838
Evelyn and david Hudson 0151 425 2635




6th January - Epiphany
On 6 January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the wise
men to the baby Jesus. But who were these wise men?
No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and
that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind
from Persia. It wasn't until the third century that they were
they called kings - by a church father, Tertullian. Another
church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to corre-
spond with the gifts given. Later Christian interpretation
came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and
wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and
myrrh as a symbol of healing - and even embalming. Cer-
tainly Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which
the world handled all three of these things. Since the
eighth century, the magi have had the names Balthasar,
Caspar and Melchior.

HALE SCHOOL PTFA

Fashion Show — Tuesday 1 ' December

at 7.30pm
This years fashion show will be held on

Tuesday 1°' December in school hall.
Doors open at 7.30pm and the show begins at 8pm sharp.
Tickets cost £3.50, which includes refreshments. We need
at least 100 people to attend so invite your family, friends
and neighbours! There will be plenty of bargains and a
chance to get your last minute Christmas presents. So
come along and have a great night out! Sorry but payment
for the goods must be cash or cheques only. NO CREDIT
CARDS.
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