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Residential Home for the
Elderly

The Old Vicarage,
335 Ditchfield Road,
Hough Green,
WIDNES WAS8 8XR

Tel: 0151 423 6795
Tel: 0151 424 5310
Fax: 0151 423 2212

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day.

+ Rooms with en-suites
+ The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere
+ Good home cooking

+ Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available
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Revd. Janice Collier 425 3195
Revd. Neil Dayton (Methodist Halebank) 424 2494
Colin Borlase (Warden) 425 3519
Jeff Holt (Warden) 425 4230
Steve Farrell (Treasurer) 420 1464
Ros Barlow (Verger) 425 4163
David Ford (Organist) 425 2233
Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 4255171
Di Evans (Alpha Course) 01925 752416
Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary) 425 2265
Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers) 425 2123
Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial) 425 3519
Mark France (Magazine Editorial) 486 7660
June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410
Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial) 425 3169
Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial) 425 3761
Ernie Dunbavin (Magazine Advertising) 425 3888
Lynn Wain (Brownies) 425 2793
Pam Spargo (Ladies Group) 425 4142
Don Allerston (Parade Marshall) 425 3375
James Ross (Parade Marshall) 425 3645
Hale C of E School 425 3023
Halebank C of E School 424 4878

Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635

All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.
call the Vicarage 425 3195

#3% & % %
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to

parishmag@fsmail.net

It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten.

Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
editorial team or the Church.
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington

Tel: 0151 423 3346

E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk
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CAKES BY KERRY

BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARY NOVELTY
ity
WEDDING CHRISTENING Ll

e e

ALL SUGARCRAFT SUPPLIES AND RIBBON
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE

UNIT A8, MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WAS8 7AQ

Business Tel: 0793827544
WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM
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Cost of Adverts for Magazine

The cost of the adverts is as follows:
1/2 page £64 per year
1/4 page £32 per year

1/8 page £16 per year ( these are the small box adverts )

All adverts are charged from Jan-Jan

The vicar writes...

Do you remember the nomination and selection of our
shared ministry team way back in the summer of 20087

It seems a long time ago and you may have been wondering
what we have been doing together.

One of the tasks we have been working on is to really look at
the parish of St Mary, Hale, its history and background, the
sorts of people who live here and the types of organisations
and businesses we have in the parish, to find out what hap-
pens on our “patch”. We have recently completed this and
have presented it to our tutors. It was a fascinating process
and we learned a lot.

We intend to share the findings with the congregations and
will set a date to show you all our hard work!

One of the next things to consider is what the future ministry
of the team will be.

Ministry is one of those words that people are often unsure
of, it seems a bit daunting somehow. May be it's the things
the vicar does?

Christian ministry is something that anyone can do, not just
the vicar.

It basically means the task or work that someone does in the
name of Jesus Christ.

For example, teaching Sunday school, visiting the sick or be-
reaved, doing a good turn for someone, working on the
church building, mowing the grass, serving the tea and cof-
fee at the services, playing the organ, singing in the choir,
giving someone a lift, sorting out the website, ringing the
bells, operating the powerpoint, giving out the hymn books,
arranging flowers, being on the PCC, reading the lesson, be-
ing in a drama, delivering this magazine etc etc. All these
things are part of the ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ.
There is a place for all those who want to part of this great
family.

Love from Janice.




CONNECTING WITH CULTURE
Treasure Hunt

This week, | had a lucky find. | was walking a muddy path that circum-
navigates the village of Pleshey. (I was at a retreat centre, and had
only managed lunch and a quick sit down before | needed to get up
and 'do’' something.) It was so achingly cold out that | put my hands in
my pockets; and there, among the keys and loose change, sat a little
stone. Puzzled, | pulled it out; then, | remembered. Some time ago,
my five-year-old son found this sparkly purple object and with great
delight came running up to share it with me. 'I've found treasure!' he
exclaimed. 'And you can have it.' At the time, my mind must have
been on other things - dwelling somewhere in the past, perhaps, as |
sifted an old conversation for anything remotely hurtful (something I'm
good at), or stretching into the future to worry about how | could sur-
vive my next few work projects. | can't even remember where he
found the stone; | just remember his words. | must have put it in my
pocket oblivious, unthinking. But as | wandered lonely, with only the
blur of a deer and a brace of pheasant for company, the little stone
finally had my attention. Treasure. My son had found treasure and
had given it to me. A string of words were carried in on the chill
breeze. 'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." Je-
sus. Somehow | knew, there and then, that | treasured so much non-
sense: security, possessions, 'happiness', reputation; | realised, too,
how, through fear of losing such 'treasure’, we can end up burying it,
stashing it along with our hearts in the boot of the car we've bought on
HP, or the foundations of the house we've almost killed ourselves to
'‘buy’, in the boardroom where we've built up our personal stock or in
the wrong bedroom where we've massaged our wounded egos.
Sometimes - especially in these times - we need a treasure map to
find where we have misplaced our hearts. Sometimes, we may find
real treasure in the most unexpected of places, like the pocket of an
old pair of jeans. But always, surely, we need a little stillness and
space, to help us recall and recover those things of great price we did-
n't realise we'd been given, but which we'd been carrying all along.
'I've found treasure!' he exclaimed. 'And you can have it." Somehow |
knew, there and then, that | treasured so much nonsense Brian nur-
tures the spiritual intelligence of business leaders and their organisa-
tions through a small enterprise called Echosounder

Brian Draper

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT STEVE ON
0151 420 1464 OR 07855445869

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS

SPECIALIST WEDDING
MUSIC
By Trumpet Voluntary

Live Professional Trumpet music for the Bride’s en-
trance and exit, music for the signing of the regis ter.
Experienced trumpeter with many performances in the
local area.

“Sincere thanks for helping to make our wedding a v ery special
and unforgettable day. All our family and friends t horoughly
enjoyed themselves and everything went as planned.”

Also ‘ The Good Life’ jazz trio available for the afternoon
reception and with the addition of an excellent*  Sinatra’
singer available for the evening entertainment.

Very reasonable rates start at £90. Full price list  avail-
able.

Web: http://www.cheshire-music-services.com
E-Mail: music.events@ntlworld.com
Call: 07730 584011
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| FUN QUIZNIGHT | x
We will be holding a Fun Quiz Night in the Vil-

lage hall on Saturday 21st March ( date to be
x confirmed ) . x

The doors will open at 7.30 and the quiz will

start at 8.00pm x
As usual we will have the bar facility and invite

you to bring your own supper.
This is a fun night and very well supported.

Look in next month’s magazine for more infor-

X\ maton The Social Committee.
AN AN
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Reqisters
We commend to almighty God

Eileen Webb, Avis Finley, Jean Denton,
David Fleet, Gladys Wallace
And pray for them and all who mourn.

We congratulate

Kerry Bright and Darren White on their recent wedding.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Please extend our sincere thanks to all church members of St.
Mary’s, Hale for your recent donations of night wear and toilet-
ries. Because of donations such as yours we can provide each
woman and child, living in the refuge, with pyjamas on Christ-
mas Eve. Your continued loyalty to our charity is greatly appre-
ciated. It makes such a difference to women and children flee-
ing domestic violence.
Thank you on behalf of the women and children living in refuge.
The project worker
Halton & District Women’s Aid Association.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
WIDNES ROTARY CLUB.
From a letter sent to Pat Price to thank the people of Hale for
their continued support of the Shoe Box appeal.

‘Once again it is my pleasure to write to you with the thanks of
the Widnes Rotary Club and the International committee for
your tremendous help in the collection of shoe boxes.
With your continued help we were able to send off well over
350 boxes again this year. Please pass on our appreciation to
your friends and colleagues.’
Les Owen
Secretary International Committee.




FEBRUARY SERVICES

1st

9.30 Halebank Methodist service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale lona service

8th

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service

10.45 Hale All-age worship, Education Sunday
4.30 Hale Holy Communion

15th

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service

11.00 Hale Holy Communion with healing
4.30 Hale Evening prayer

22nd

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service

11.00 Hale Family Communion with visiting Air Cadets
4.30 Hale Evening prayer

MARCH

1St

9.30 Halebank

11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale lona evening prayer

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY.

EPCC meeting Tuesday *“ February
8pm in the Vicarage .

Area dean Rev Canon David Gait will
be in attendance..

The Shared Ministry team
will meet on 4™ February at 7.30pm at 1, Hesketh Road.

The Good Book Club on Wednesday 17 ™ February
7.30pm at the Vicarage. All welcome. Please read John’s
Gospel in the Bible and come ready to discuss what you
liked or disliked, your impressions etc in a relaxed and infor-
mal atmosphere

Just Peace Thursday 26 ™ February

Do you just need a bit of peace and quiet?

Do you long for a quiet space?

Is it difficult to find time to pray?

Then come to “Just Peace”

8pm till 8.45 at St Basil & All Saints Churchin Ho  ugh
Green

more info from Janice 425 3195

Would you like to be confirmed?

The next Confirmation service will be on Tuesday 21 ** April
Classes will be commencing in March, please contact
Janice 425 3195.




HALE/HALEBANK LADIES GROUP .

We met on Thursday 8" January for our A.G.M. Apologies
for absence were recorded ( it was a very cold night ) .
Anna Banks read out the chairperson’s report which
looked back on the activities of the last 12 months. We'd
had some great speakers on some very interesting topics
and also enjoyed getting together for light entertainment
evenings including our musical evening in November
when we shared special memories with some of our mem-
bers, depicted by pieces of music they had brought on
CD. We also enjoyed a lovely strawberry tea at Beryl An-
drew’s home in June and an excellent Christmas Dinner at
Knowsley College to round off the year.

The programme for 2009 was distributed and promises to
be a great mix to suit all tastes. February’s title is ‘Not the
Vicar of Dibley’, a talk given by our very own The Revd
Janice Collier.

Thanks were give to Pam Spargo ( chairperson ), Anna
Banks ( secretary), Thelma Antrobus (treasurer) and Ann
Barnett ( raffle organiser) for all their hard work on our be-
half. They all agreed to stand again for the coming year.

As always, we rounded the evening off with a quiz which
was won by Barbara Baldwin's team including Nora
Rawlinson, Ann Barnett and Val Borlase.

If you would like to join us for our next meeting, come
along to the Childe of Hale on Thursday 12th February at
8.00pm. You will be most welcome

Val Borlase

In Memory Of

Eileen Webb

Dick and family would like to thank

everybody for their sympathy and support during the sad loss
of Eileen, loving wife and mother. Special thanks to Janice for
her support and for her very moving service.

God Bless; Dick, Ben and family
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02 February The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple/ Candlemas

In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to
the Christmas season on Candlemas, 2 February. This is

exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself. In New Testa-
ment times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was
when they made their first 'public appearance’. Mary, like all good
Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child
- to "present him to the Lord". At the same time, she, as a new
mother, was 'purified’. Thus we have the Festival of the Presenta-
tion of Christ in the Temple. So where does the Candlemas bit
come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the Light of
the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting
many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell into
the custom of blessing the year's supply of candles for the church
on this day - hence the name, Candlemas. The story of how Can-
dlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon's great decla-
ration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found
in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening
Prayer in the West. But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was
mostly used just on this day, during the distribution of candles be-
fore the Eucharist. Only gradually did it win a place in the daily
prayer life of the Church.



11th February Caedmon (d 680AD)

Caedmon should be the patron saint of all farmers who enjoy humming to
themselves as they do the lambing this Spring. For Caedmon of Whitby
was a bit like David in the Bible - he grew up as a simple herdsman out
on the hills who enjoyed composing songs and poetry for himself while
watching his flocks. Like David, Caedmon also had a keen awareness of
God, and used his creative gift to express his devotion and love for his
Creator. When his poems and songs became known to others, they liked
them so much that soon Caedmon left his sheep in order to become a
monk. This gave him time to compose many poems based on the stories
in the Bible: from Creation and Genesis, to the Exodus and entry of the
Jews into the promised land, to the birth, passion and resurrection of
Christ, and finally to the future Last Judgement, Heaven, and Hell. Then
one day Caedmon suddenly announced that he knew he was going to die
soon. And so he did, in a state of charity and peace with everyone. There
was great mourning. Sadly, only nine lines of his poetry has survived, and
we have the great historian, Bede, to thank for even that much. But in his
time, Caedmon's gift of telling Christian stories in the vernacular must
have been of great value in evangelising the common folk.

No group or association, no man or person is an island here,
we all should be striving to put the people of the village and
those who live in it first. . Do not let the village be taken out of
Hale.

It is of course important that the Parish Council maintain an
avid interest of all activities, future proposals, items of inter-
est, landmarks and celebrations within the village. Indeed the
Parish Council is lawfully identified as the client who should
appoint custodians in their particular field of subject matters.
However being the custodian in lay mans terms only makes
that particular group or person the caretaker or janitor. A
good example is the Carnival Committee’s role they played
in the building of the crib over a number of years. As clients
the Parish Council should by law request in writing a pro-
posal of any future activity, supported by a safety plan,
scope, method, planning permission and authorisation from
residents, where applicable. This is the code of practice | will
be sharing with HBC. We, the Carnival Committee, like to
think we have abided by all those requests and lead by ex-
ample. Peter Platt




V ILLAGE NOTICE

| have yet to receive a response from Halton Borough Council
(HBC) at this time of writing, in response to a note | sent on
14" January 2009, this note was copied to the Parish Council
Chair and other interested parties.

The conclusion of my note is asking that future proposals by
all community groups and associations, in all wards, con-
stabularies and villages like ours under the governance of
HBC, be treated with the utmost respect, suggesting that a
written generic process or guideline provided by HBC is fol-
lowed in order to prevent any repeat of the calamity that we
all experienced over the last two to three months.

In summary | am compiling a report detailing the process
thread our particular group’s proposal had to undertake which
originated back in October 2008, and how that proposal was
managed. Any suggested corrective action will form the ex-
ecutive summary of the report.

The proposal last October continued to be deliberated up to
the eleventh hour eventually being concluded by a note sent
(copied to the Parish Council Chair) from HBC on 18" De-
cember 2008, informing me that after HBC’s further negotia-
tion with the police following correct rectification of the tree
dimensions, it would be our groups decision to progress with
the tree proposal. Indeed the tree was sited at mid day on
Christmas Eve, attended and participated by villagers who
experienced the true spirit of which a village like ours de-
serves.

| look forward to the months ahead, the future and the
progress that community groups like ours within the village
should be able to enjoy, in order to be able to exercise their
rights in sustaining the voluntary sector and everything they
do that is good for our village.

14th February St Valentine's Day

There are two confusing things about this day of ro-
mance and anonymous love-cards strewn with lace,
cupids and ribbon: firstly, there seems to have been two

different Valentines in the 4th century - one a priest martyred on the
Flaminian Way, under the emperor Claudius, the other a bishop of
Terni martyred at Rome. And neither seems to have had any clear
connection with lovers or courting couples. So why has Valentine be-
come the patron saint of romantic love? By Chaucer's time the link
was assumed to be because on these saints' day -14 February - the
birds are supposed to pair. Or perhaps the custom of seeking a part-
ner on St Valentine's Day is a surviving scrap of the old Roman Lu-
percalia festival, which took place in the middle of February. One of
the Roman gods honoured during this Festival was Pan, the god of
nature. Another was Juno, the goddess of women and marriage. Dur-
ing the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young men to draw the
name of a young unmarried woman from a name-box. The two would
then be partners or 'sweethearts' during the time of the celebrations.
Even modern Valentine decorations bear an ancient symbol of love -
Roman cupids with their bows and love-arrows. There are no
churches in England dedicated to Valentine, but since 1835 his relics
have been claimed by the Carmelite church in Dublin.

The very first Valentine card - a legend

The Roman Emperor Claudius Il needed soldiers. He suspected that
marriage made men want to stay at home instead of fighting wars, so
he outlawed marriage. A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine
felt sorry for all the couples who wanted to marry, but couldn't. So se-
cretly he married as many couples as he could - until the Emperor
found out and condemned him to death. While he was in prison wait-
ing execution, Valentine showed love and compassion to everyone
around him, including his jailer. The jailer had a young daughter who
was blind, but through Valentine's prayers, she was healed. Just be-
fore his death in Rome on 14 February, he wrote her a farewell mes-
sage signed 'From your Valentine." So the very first Valentine card
was not between lovers, but between a priest about to die, and a little
girl, healed through his prayers.




24th February Shrove Tuesday

Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday) is the last day before the period
which Christians call Lent. This day is one of the moveable feasts in
the church calendar and is directly related to the date on which
Easter falls. Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 days before Easter
Sunday, so the date varies from year to year and falls between 3
February and 9 March. The name Shrove comes from the old word
"shrive" which means to confess. On Shrove Tuesday, in the Middle
Ages, people used to confess their sins so that they were forgiven
before the season of Lent began. Shrove Tuesday gets its name
from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to undergo in the past.
In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution for
them. When a person receives absolution for their sins, they are for-
given for them and released from the guilt and pain that they have
caused them. In the Catholic or Orthodox context, the absolution is
pronounced by a priest. This tradition is very old. Over 1000 years
ago a monk wrote in the Anglo-Saxon Ecclesiastical Institutes: In the
week immediately before Lent everyone shall go to his confessor

and confess his deeds and the confessor shall so shrive him

PANCAKES WITH CRISPY MAPLE BACON.

For the pancake batter
Ingredients

170g/60z self-raising flour

1 tbsp baking powder

115g/40z caster sugar

2 eggs

275ml/10fl oz milk

2309g/80z smoked streaky bacon
maple syrup

butter for frying

Method

1. Preheat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6.

2. Sift the flour, baking powder and caster sugar into a
bowl.

3. Using a whisk, add the eggs and the milk. Be careful
not to over whisk. Put to one side.

4. Put the bacon on an oven tray and bake until crisp.
5. Remove and brush over a little of the maple syrup.

6. To cook the pancakes, preheat a non-stick frying pan.
Add a little butter and pour around three spoonfuls of
the mixture into the pan - the pancakes should be quite
small. Cook until golden brown and turn over to colour
the other side. Remove and place on a large plate.

7. To serve, pile the pancakes on the plate and arrange
the bacon around and on top. Drizzle with maple syrup
and serve.

Of course once you have made the batter you can add
either fruit and cream lemon and sugar or maple syrup.
Something to suit all the family.

HAPPY PANCAKE MAKING




25th February Ash Wednesday

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. But why 'Ash'

Wednesday? The reason has to do with getting

things right between you and God, and the tradition goes right
back to the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned. When they fi-
nally came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw
them, they could do nothing but repent in sorrow. They mourned
for the damage and evil they had done. As part of this repen-
tance, they covered their heads with ashes. For the Israelites,
putting ashes on your head, and even rending your clothes, was
an outward sign of their heart-felt repentance and acknowledge-
ment of sin. (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8,
30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6) In the very early
Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of penitents had ashes sprin-
kled over them at the beginning of Lent.

They were turning to God for the first time, and mourning their
sins. But soon many other Christians wanted to take part in the
custom, and to do so at the very start of Lent. They heeded
Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and not your garments' (Joel 2:12-
19). Ash Wednesday became known as either the 'beginning of
the fast' or 'the day of the ashes'. The collect for today goes back
to the Prayer Book, and stresses the penitential character of the
day. It encourages us with the reminder of the readiness of God
to forgive us and to renew us.

The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12 - 18, Mat-
thew 6: 1-6,16 - 21 and Paul's moving catalogue of suffering, "as
having nothing and yet possessing everything." (2 Corinthians
5:20b - 6:10). The actual custom of '‘ashing' was abolished at the
Reformation, though the old name for the day remained. Today,
throughout the Church of England, receiving the mark of ashes
on one's forehead is optional.

Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people of
their mortality: "Remember that you are dust and to dust you will
return..."” (Genesis 3:19). The late medieval custom was to burn
the branches used on Palm Sunday in the previous year in order
to create the ashes for today.




The Collect for Ash Wednesday is:

Almighty and everlasting God,

You hate nothing that you have made
And forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts
That we, worthily lamenting our sins
And acknowledging our wretchedness,
May receive from you, the God of all mercy,
Perfect remission and forgiveness;
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
Who is alive and reigns with you,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, now and for ever.

NEW UNDER 10'S HALE JUNIOR FOOTBALL
CLUB.

Since early September, the newly formed U10 Hale Junior foot-
ball club has been playing in the Halton Junior football league
and have had some great wins. The team is run by Mike Good-
year and Angela Flynn and even has two enthusiastic coaches,
Steve Reilly and John Birch who help out every Thursday eve-
nings during training and every Saturday mornings on match
days.

Many local boys play in the squad such as Zak and Elliot Good-
year, Owen Roberts, Alf Fisher, Jonathan Reilly and Owen
Doyle. According to manager Mark Goodyear” we thought it
would be a good idea to start up a team for young boys as there
is no youth club or cubs in the village for their age group. Our
ethos is to play fair, respect other players and enjoy the game
and if we win; that’s a bonus. The boys have all bonded well as
a team and welcome any extra support on Saturday mornings
on the school playing field at 10.30 ( when at home ).

Please try and support this great football team as you never
know, some of them might be famous footballers one day.




