Residential Home for the Elderly

The Old Vicarage,
335 Ditchfield Road,
Hough Green,
WIDNES WAS8 8XR

Tel: 0151 423 6795
Tel: 0151 424 5310
Fax: 0151 423 2212

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day.

- Rooms with en-suites
-+ The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere
- Good home cooking
- Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Revd. Janice Collier 425 3195
Revd. Neil Dayton (Methodist Halebank) 424 2494
Colin Borlase (Warden) 425 3519
Jeff Holt (Warden) 425 4230
Steve Farrell (Treasurer) 420 1464
Ros Barlow (Verger) 425 4163
David Ford (Organist) 425 2233
Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 4255171
Di Evans (Alpha Course) 01925 752416
Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary) 425 2265
Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers) 425 2123
Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial) 425 3519
Mark France (Magazine Editorial) 486 7660
June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410
Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial) 425 3169
Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial) 425 3761

Lynn Wain (Brownies) 425 2793
Pam Spargo (Ladies Group) 425 4142
Don Allerston (Parade Marshall) 425 3375
James Ross (Parade Marshall) 425 3645
Hale C of E School 425 3023
Halebank C of E School 424 4878

Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635

All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.
call the Vicarage 425 3195

Church Website: http://www.saintmaryshale.com

From the Editorial Team
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to

parishmag@fsmail.net

It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten.

Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
editorial team or the Church.
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The vicar writes...

Happy New Year!

This year it will be 30 years since our church building was re-
o= consecrated following the disastrous fire of 1977. On 28" May
' 1980 the newly restored church was once again open to serve
the needs of our 2 villages.

$ < I’'m sure many of you have memories of the fire and its after-
' math, and the rebuilding of our church. 30 years on | think we
need to mark this occasion.

We will be having a special service on Sunday 23" May 2010
at 11am.

It would be good to welcome those who were part of the fund-
raising & rebuilding to that service. If you know of anyone in-
volved please invite them along.

Another idea is to develop a “Friends of St Mary’s Hale”. |

know the Cathedral has such a group | think we should have
one too!

Maybe you could write some of your memories for the Church
magazine over the year. | meet lots of people who tell me they
had to change the venue of their wedding, or that they were
denied the opportunity to go up the tower on Ascension day
because of the fire. If you have a story to tell, then please
share it with us all, it is part of our history as a community,
something to share with future generations, and with the many
visitors who come.

| look forward to hearing your stories

Love from Janice




Funerals

Graham Potter
Douglas Quayle
Peggy Gates nee Hitchmough

.We pray for them and all who mourn.

News from the Vicar

I have received letters of thanks from the Kings Cross
project and Halton Women'’s Aid for the gifts we gathered
at our Toy service in December. | will pin them on the
notice board for you to see.

Thank you to the people who have offered financial help
to St Mary’s church by taking envelopes, setting up a
standing order or by making a donation.

We have set up a new subgroup to look at ways of in-
creasing our income, including new social fundraising
events, setting up a “Friends of Hale Church” group,
legacies etc. If you have an idea and would like to run
something for us then we would be glad to hear from you!

We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave

ranged.

Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420

Head stone and grave maintenance

Do you struggle to care for your

loved ones memorial”
WE CAN HELP

and surrounding area.
Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered

Flowers for special occasions can also be ar-

Please contact

1464

In the church
nobody is perfect
everybody is welcome
anything is possible.

"It's not the church of God that has a mission, but the
God of mission that has a church"
Graham Cray

What are you good at? Find out how you can use that for
God.
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CAKES BY KERRY
BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARY NOVELTY
WEDDING CHRISTENING

ALL SUGARCRAFT SUPPLIES AND RIBBON

CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE

UNIT A8, MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WAS8 7AQ

Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 420 0269
WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM
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Dates for your diary...

PCC meeting Monday 8 ™ February 8pm
in the Vicarage.

This is a new date for this meeting, the original was can-
celled owing to the bad weather.

Ash Wednesday 17 ™ February 8pm Service of Holy
Communion.

Monday 8 ™ March 7.30pm St Paul's, Widnes . The Licens-
ing of Rev Jeremy Duff who will be coming to join Janice in
the South Widnes Team ie St Mary Hale, St Paul, Widnes
and St Mary Westbank.

There will be another service later in the spring to officially
launch the team .

Our Services

February Services 2010

ST. MARY'S CHRISTMAS FAIR.
It sounds a long time since we had our Fair but we would just
like to thank everyone who helped to make it such a great
success. This is our main fundraiser and this year we espe-
cially needed to raise as much money as possible to boost our
funds. We still have some payments to come in but we hope
to have raised around £2000 which is wonderful. We would
like to thank everyone who contributed to the many stalls, all
of our bakers for the cake stall and for the refreshments. Our
thanks for the donation of raffle prizes and to everyone who
bought raffle tickets. Our grateful thanks also go to the spon-
sors named on the programme. Many thanks also to those
who helped to set the stalls up and especially to those who
stayed behind and helped to clean up. It was a great after-
noon and wonderful to see so many people there. Thank you
all for your support.
If you would like to help with this year’s fair or have any new
ideas for our stalls please contact one of the Social Commit-
tee.
The Social Committee ( Jeff Holt, carol Parry, Joyce Reilly,
Paul Sutton, Val Borlase )

7" February

9.30 Halebank Anglican Communion service

11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale lona Evening Prayer.

14th

9.30 Halebank Methodist service
11am Hale All-age Worship

4.30 Hale Holy Communion

17th Ash Wednesday
8.00 Hale Holy Communion

21st

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing.
4.30 Hale Evening prayer

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Family Communion
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer

7" March

9.30 Halebank Anglican Communion Service

11,00 Hale Holy Communion BCP
4.30 Hale lona Evening Prayer




2nd February The Presentation of Christ
in the Temple/ Candlemas

In bygone centuries, Christians said their last fare-
wells to the Christmas season on Candlemas, 2 Feb-
ruary. This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself. In New
Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy:
it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all
good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male
child - to “present him to the Lord”. At the same time, she, as a new
mother, was ‘purified’. Thus we have the Festival
of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. So
where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is
described in the New Testament as the Light of
the World, and early Christians developed the tra-
dition of lighting many candles in celebration of
this day. The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s
supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the name,
Candlemas. The story of how Candlemas began can be found in
Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great declaration of faith and recognition of
who Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is
embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the West. But in me-
dieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day,
during the distribution of candles before the Eucharist. Only gradu-
ally did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church.

A BRIGHT IDEA

Did you notice that news story about the electricity company
that was posting out thousands ( or was it millions? ) of unso-
licited low power, long life light bulbs? It occurred to me that
you might have been a recipient. Just about this time | was
replacing three of the pendant lamps in church, having pur-
chased them from the pound shop. That’'s when the joined up
bright thought blossomed. There might be a surplus of 60 or
75 watt ( equivalent ) light bulbs; hence this brief appeal. If you
should happen to have an odd tube or two, please drop them
into the basket at the back of church. A dozen would last us
for a year.

Thank you, just in case ! Peter Quint.
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington
Tel: 0151 423 3346 E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk

There are two confusing things about this day of ro-
mance and anonymous love-cards strewn with lace,
cupids and ribbon: firstly, there seems to have been

two different Valentines in the 4th century - one a
priest martyred on the Flaminian Way, under the emperor Claudius,
the other a bishop of Terni martyred at Rome. And neither seems to

A Ukelele Club:

I'm proposing to form a Ukelele Club particularly for the older
generation of which I'm very much a part. So whether you
already play or would like to learn how to play, contact me
on 425-5831 or ron.sheen@btinternet.com

Now, before you dash out and buy one, be aware that there
are three main types, baritone, tenor and soprano, and, of
course, great variation in quality. By all means, have a chat
with me before risking a purchase.

Ron Sheen.




. 'ANGLO-SAXON'WHEN THE ANGLO-SAXONS' CAME TO
ENGLAND IN THE 5TH CENTURY AD.

2. SEE ABOVE THOUGH IT TOOK HUNDRED OF YEARS TO
DEVELOP INTO ENGLISH AS WE KNOW IT.

3. FRENCH'- MAINLY BECAUSE OF THE NORMAN OCCUPATION,
CREATING A BI-LINGUAL SITUATION IN POST-1066.ENGLAND.

4. LATIN BECAUSE OF ITS BEING THE LINGUA FRANCA OF MAINLY
PRE-RENAISSANCE EUROPE

5. 'BLUNT', 'CURT', 'BRUSQUE' AND NOT 'CASUAL" AND 'RELAXED'
AS MANY PEOPLE THINK. IT DERIVES FROM THE NAME OF A SPAR-
TAN TRIBE.

6 a) COMMA AFTER 'MORNING' TO PREVENT MAKING PEOPLE
THINK 'MORNING RAIN'

b) IN THE MORNING, IT WAS RAINING; CONSEQUENTLY, WE DID
NOT PLAY TENNIS.

THE TWO PARTS ARE INDEPENDENT CLAUSES AND NEED TO BE
SEPARATED BY A SEMI-COLON OR A FULL STOP.

7a) 'WELSH BECAUSE IT'S A CELTIC LANGUAGE WHILST THE
OTHERS ARE ITALIC.

b) 'WIFE'IS FROM ANGLO-SAXON; THE OTHERS ARE FROM
FRENCH.

c) 'ABSENCE'IS AN ORDINARY WORD; THE OTHERS ARE
ACRONYMS (MADE UP OF THE INITIALS AS AN ABBREVIA-

TION) AWOL = ABSENCE WITHOUT LEAVE

d) 'HOTEL'IS AN ORDINARY WORD; THE OTHERS ARE MADE UP
OF PARTS OF TWO WORDS. 'SMOKE' AND 'FOG' GIVES US 'SMOG'

8 AS'SMOKING' IS A GERUNDIVE NOUN, 'ME' SHOULD BE 'MY".

have had any clear connection with lovers or court-
ing couples. So why has Valentine become the pa-
tron saint of romantic love? By Chaucer’s time the
link was assumed to be because on these saints’
day -14 February - the birds are supposed to pair.

Or perhaps the custom of seeking a partner on St

Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap of the old Roman Lupercalia
festival, which took place in the middle of February. One of the
Roman gods honoured during this Festival was Pan, the god of
nature. Another was Juno, the goddess of women and marriage.
During the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young men to
draw the name of a young unmarried woman from a name-box.
The two would then be partners or ‘sweethearts’ during the time of
the celebrations. Even modern Valentine decorations bear an an-
cient symbol of love - Roman cupids with their bows and love-
arrows. There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine,
but since 1835 his relics have been claimed by the Carmelite
church in Dublin.

Shades of Wallace & Gromit!!!

‘The wrong umbrella’ & ‘The wrong
gloves’ !

Just before Christmas, did anyone accidentally pick up in Church
the wrong black umbrella (gent’s folding type)? Also a pair of
M&S ladies black leather gloves (warm lined), small size? These
items belong to two different people.

Thanks. Thelma Antrobus
425 3733.




THE ENGLISH CORNER

We have a new contributor to our magazine; Dr Ron S heen.
Ron and his wife, Pat, have recently moved into the village
from

Grassendale. Ron is a retired teacher who has worke d
abroad for most of his career, obtaining a doctorat e from the
Sorbonne in Paris in the 70s. One of the courses h e taught
before retiring in 2007 was 'History of the English Language'
hence him proposing 'The English Corner

In his words:
This is a new feature intended to arouse interest i n all as-
pects of what has become the most powerful ‘lingua franca'

of the world, The English Language.

A famous American linguist named Bloomfield remarke din
the 30s on the fact that native speakers of languag es, though
having no academic background therein, will often m ake

pronouncements on aspects of their languages which are
totally false. Thus, for example, | have a dear fr iend who,
though knowing my background, complained about the use

of the Italian word, 'mezzanine; on the grounds tha t English
was 'a pure language'. Of course, nothing could be further
from the truth as future features will demonstrate.

In order to give some idea of the sort of areas of interest
we'll be examining, here's an introductory quiz. N ow, the
Internet is now such a powerful information tool th at anyone

can easily obtain the answers therefrom. However, | hope
interested readers will try to do it without help a nd feel free
to contact me about the answers - e-mail: ron-

sheen@btinternet.com _ and telephone: 425-5831.

Readers are welcome to contribute to future feature s by either asking
guestions or by having their own 'say'. Ron

THE ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND NEAR THE BACK OF THE MAGAZ INE.

HALE AND HALEBANK SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

Both of our schools extended invitations to all members of the
community to their Christmas celebrations. The pupils and staff
at Halebank School treated us to a wonderful insight into what
Christmas means to us as individuals and also the ‘True’
meaning of Christmas, followed by a traditional Nativity play
performed by the infant class. | think they did three perform-
ances in all and on the Friday morning they entertained very
special guests, Michael Zoughbi and his wife who were visiting
us all the way from Bethlehem. Hale School invited us to hear
their choir singing Carols around the Christmas tree. The chil-
dren sang some traditional Carols and some lovely Christmas
songs. It was a real treat to hear them. It was wonderful to
spend such a special time with the children and teachers. Eve-
ryone had worked so hard to entertain us and they certainly
filled us with lots of Christmas cheer. Many thanks to both
schools for the warm hospitality and to the PTFA for the lovely
festive refreshments.

Val Borlase.

PRAYERS
Don’t Give In

When the odds appear all stacked against you
And you feel you have reached your wits end,
Don’t throw in the towel or give up the ghost,
For with courage you’ll make it my friend.
When it seems that you're destined for failure
And that maybe your last chance has gone,
When you’ve come to the end of your tether,
Then just tie a knot and hang on.

For soon you'll see things will get better
And a loss can be turned to a win,

And the reason you are able to triumph,




‘ALL WELCOME’ DAY AT ST. MARY'S .

Over thirty people gathered in church on Saturday 16™ January
for a ‘workshop’ arranged by the shared ministry team to dis-
cuss ways of making our church more welcoming.
The day started with a bacon barm and a hot drink and a
chance to mingle. Many thanks to Janice, our vicar for cooking
the bacon.
Then we got down to business! The session was quite struc-
tured, with plenty of discussion punctuated by some time to an-
swer a questionnaire and to examine the church building both
inside and out. Thanks to modern technology we were also
able to watch some DVD’s with hints of how to welcome people
into church and also to see what sort of things can put people
off.
We are very fortunate to have a lovely light and warm building
but there is always room for improvement and some very good
ideas emerged during the discussions. It is good to share ideas
and learn from each others experiences.
We have a beautiful church where we meet for some diverse
and wonderful worship and it is really important to us that we
invite as many people as possible and welcome them warmly
to share it with us.
We would like to thank everyone who gave us their time and
energy on the day and we would also like to thank Ruth Nixon
and Doris Owen who provided us with a lovely lunch of soup
and sandwiches and also to Jeff Holt who showed us some
really amusing snippets taken from episodes of Mr. Bean in
church ( you wouldn’t want to sit next to him !! ) and blunders
from various Parish Magazines, which kept the proceedings
lighthearted.
We have now got plenty of information to digest and we hope
to have a follow up session to share all the findings so that we
can achieve our objective and make St. Mary’s a very welcom-
ing church.

Val Borlase —on behalf of

The Shared Ministry Team

Quiz:

1. Which language is the foundation of English?
2.: When did it become so?

3.  Which modern language has contributed mostvo  cabu-
lary to English?

4. Which other language has had the most influen  ce on Eng-
lish vocabulary?

5. What is the meaning of the word, 'laconic'? (  many people
actually think it's the opposite of what it really is)

6. Punctuate the following sentence and explain why.
a) Inthe morning rain prevented further pla .

b) In the morning it was raining consequentl  y we did not
play tennis.

7. Here are some 'odd-one-out' questions' The  rule here is
that the answer must have a feature that none ofth e others
have whilst the others share a feature which the an swer does
not have.

a) Spanish, Welsh, Portuguese, French, Italian.

b) portmanteau, wife, robe, uncle, arrival

c) radar, absence, scuba, awol,

d) brunch, motel, hotel, smog, hinglish

8.  According to strict grammatical rules, what is the mistake
in the following sentence:

‘Do you mind me smoking?"
9. What does 'lingua franca' (used above) mean?

10. What other language is a 'lingua franca' inth e world?



[Hale and Halebank Ladies Group Meeting
Thursday 14 January 2010

Happy New Year Everyone

Well we certainly started the New Year with a bang and consider-
ing the inclement weather we had a great turnout. Well done eve-
ryone. Our first meeting of the year was a great success thanks
to the Liverpool Women’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and all
those who attended. We had a very informative and interactive
meeting.

Nearly everyone at one time or another has used the services of
this Trust and we and our families will continue to do so | am sure.
The Women’s Hospital has now become an NHS Foundation
Trust which means that they are no longer accountable to Central
Government but to Local Organisations and the Public they pro-
vide services for. They are responsible for the strategic develop-
ment of the hospital and now have control over their own fi-
nances. In order to develop and meet the needs of the community
the Trust requires interaction and feedback from the public and
patients.

They already have approximately 10000 members on their Public
Register. They are continually looking for new members and
some of the group signed up on the night. This provides a two
way exchange of information. The Trust regularly sends out infor-
mation to its members. The Public and patient response is impor-
tant to them and raises their awareness on what they are doing
right and what they are not doing so well.

We all enjoyed listening to Diane Brown, Head of Gynaecology
Services and learnt that there is a 24 hour emergency clinic avail-
able to anyone. Referrals do not have to be via your GP. You can
refer yourself to the clinic (if you feel it is an emergency)

Mary Macdonald spoke of the developing Maternity services and

Thanks to modern technology, these sessions were illuminated
by some wonderfully amusing, but relevant video clips which
had us laughing but which also gave us much food for thought.
As did the excellent and convivial lunch which followed the
morning sessions. Whilst we were eating and chatting, some of
us exchanged rather fanciful ideas on methods of fundraising
for the new church boiler but we doubt that many of these will
come to pass!!

Suitably refreshed we continued with further discussion and
sharing of ideas about how we could ALL contribute to making
our church a more welcoming place, any slight gaps in the pro-
ceedings being instantly filled with some of Steve Farrell's ap-
parently inexhaustible fund of jokes!! .

At the end of a very interesting and worthwhile day, these are
some of our personal memories of time well spent.

We ought to make more use of the wonderful asset that
we have in the church building. It should not be left locked
and empty for most of the week.

A lady who recently visited our church reported to her
friend (a member of our congregation) that whilst she
was not, in any way, made to feel unwelcome, nobody ex-
cept the Vicar, actually talked to her.

Even amongst the regular churchgoers, how often do we
go out of our way to hold a conversation with people who
are on their own?

We must all remember that

Our thanks to The Shared Ministry Team for organising such a
well structured and thought provoking programme for the day.
Dorothy and Roger Brown.



Welcome to Church ?
OR Church? You're Welcome!

The whole congregation of St Mary’s had been invited, by
the Shared Ministry Team, to spend all Saturday morning
and some of the afternoon in Church, getting to know each
other better. Honestly, who would want to give up most of
their Saturday to get to know people they already know? ..
Well we did and we are SO GLAD we made the effort !! On
Saturday January 16" we arrived at Church at 9am...yes
9am....rather early but we had been lured there by the offer
of breakfast, delicious bacon barms, with

seconds if you weren’t watching your figure! The atmos-
phere was very friendly and relaxed and by 9.30 we were
ushered into the pews, wondering what would come next.
We were asked to consider just how welcoming a place our
church actually is. Do we make newcomers and regular
churchgoers feel comfortable and at ease when they enter
our building? The team acted out a variety of exaggerated
role plays which were very funny but made us realise just
how easy it is to make people feel uncomfortable. “Sit any-
where you like - but not there, that's my place.” “It doesn’t
matter what you wear to come to church — but we don’t usu-
ally wear hats to church these days.” “Do you have a BCP
Service in this church?”...... "0Ooooh, | don’'t know.” We tried
to look at the church building, inside and out, with a critical
eye, to see where & how improvements could be made and
we discussed how we could make better use of this lovely
building, attracting a wider range of people to come in and
not just on a Sunday. Thanks to modern technology, these
sessions were illuminated by some wonderfully amusing, but
relevant video clips which had us laughing but which also
gave us much food for thought. As did the excellent and
convivial lunch which followed the morning sessions. Whilst
we were eating and chatting, some of us exchanged rather
fanciful ideas on methods of fundraising for the new church
boiler but we doubt that many of these will come to pass!!

how they have moved on from the days of Oxford Street Maternity
services. This ongoing development project is very aptly called
‘The Big Push’!! We learnt from Janeen what the role of a Gover-
nor entails and how the Governors interact with the hospital and
public.

One last little thing; .they have even had Simon Rimmer, the celeb-
rity chef embracing the challenge of improving the recipes and
menus for the patients ,visitors and staff.

All'in all a very good evening.

NHS Foundation Trusts are now not accountable to Central Gov-
ernment but to the Local Organisations, Communities and the pub-
lic which they serve. Anna Banks

GIANT CHRISTMAS CARD RAISES
MONEY
FOR ‘CRISIS’

The congregation and visitors to St. Mary’s
church during Christmas were invited to put a message in a
Giant Christmas card and donate some money to CRISIS. As a
result, a cheque for £55 was sent to the charity.

CRISIS is a national charity set up to help single, homeless
people. This was the 39" ‘Crisis at Christmas’ and with the
help of 8,000 volunteers they offered some warm hospitality to
homeless people over the Christmas period. It not only gives
them a roof over their head, warmth, hot meals but it offers a
wide range of essential services that homeless people miss out
on.

If you would like to know how you could help this charity log
onto enquiries@ecrisis.org.uk or telephone 020 7426 3899.
Val Borlase.







