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Residential Home for the
Elderly

The Old Vicarage,
335 Ditchfield Road,
Hough Green,
WIDNES WAS8 8XR

Tel: 0151 423 6795
Tel: 0151 424 5310
Fax: 0151 423 2212

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day.

+ Rooms with en-suites
+ The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere
+ Good home cooking

+ Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available

PARISH MAGAZINE

St. Mary’s Church

Hale with Halebank »5p
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Revd. Janice Collier 425 3195
Revd. Neil Dayton (Methodist Halebank) 424 2494
Colin Borlase (Warden) 425 3519
Jeff Holt (Warden) 425 4230
Steve Farrell (Treasurer) 420 1464
Ros Barlow (Verger) 425 4163
David Ford (Organist) 425 2233
Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 4255171
Di Evans (Alpha Course) 01925 752416
Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary) 425 2265
Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers) 425 2123
Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial) 425 3519
Mark France (Magazine Editorial) 486 7660
June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410
Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial) 425 3169
Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial) 425 3761

Lynn Wain (Brownies) 425 2793
Pam Spargo (Ladies Group) 425 4142
Don Allerston (Parade Marshall) 425 3375
James Ross (Parade Marshall) 425 3645
Hale C of E School 425 3023
Halebank C of E School 424 4878

Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635

All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.
call the Vicarage 425 3195

Church Website: http://www.saintmaryshale.com

From the Editorial Team
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to

parishmag@fsmail.net

It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten.

Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
editorial team or the Church.
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington
Tel: 0151 423 3346 E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk
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The vicar writes...

Over the past few months you may be aware that the Shared
Ministry Team have been undertaking their training, and have
recently been working on a statement of what we, as the whole
church, are going to do in order to carry out the mission of God
in this place, and at this time.

This agreed statement will be presented to the PCC for approval
before the Commissioning service on 22" September.

The statement will set out what we are to do together to serve
God in our Parish.

This sounds like a big task.
How can ordinary people carry out God’s mission?

Well, this is the way it has always been. When we look at those
whom Jesus called to help him they were ordinary people just
like us, and yet after just 3 years of being alongside Jesus and
being filled with the Holy Spirit they were left with the major task
of telling the world about God.

Some of the things in our plan are very simple and easily
achieved, if we all work together. Some are more complicated
and will need careful planning and the right people to do the job.

In the bible in Micah chapter 6 verses 6-8 there is a passage
that tells us what God requires, it is “ to act justly, love mercy
and walk humbly with God.”

There is more to being a Christian than coming to church on
Sunday. We are given responsibilities as part of God’s people. It
is our actions that display what is going on in our inner lives.
Our faith requires of us some action. Love Janice




CHRISTIAN AID.

House to house collection 2009

Our grand total this year was £858.08. Although slightly less
than last year it is a magnificent total in the present economic
recession and deserves a great big thank you to the people
who donated and to all the collectors for a job well done. The
money you have contributed will keep hope alive in the
world’s poorest communities and on their behalf thank you
again and God Bless. Evelyn Hudson.

Reqgisters

We commend to almighty God
George Hopley
Amy Warrilow

And pray for them and all who mourn.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Good Book Club meets at the Vicarage
on Wednesday 8 ™ July 8pm.

We will be looking at 2 letters in the bible 1 Timo-
thy and 2 Timothy. They are quite short. Why not read them and
come along to this informal time to explore this part of the bible.

Do you need a bit of peace and quiet in order to pray?

Come and try “Just Peace” 8.15pm on Tuesday 1 *' September at
St Basil& All Saints Church on Hough Green Road. Ask Janice for
more details.

On 13™ September 3pm in Church  we will be hosting Ecumenical
prayers for the town of Widnes. Please come along.

On Tuesday 22 " September 7.30 in Church, Bishop David  will
be coming to commission St Mary’s as a place where Shared
Ministry takes place. You will have heard of our SMT who will have
then completed the training. The next step involves the whole con-
gregation as we move forward to carry out the mission of Christ’s
church, that’s us, in this parish.

Baptisms

We welcome
George Lamb

Baptised into the family of the church.
We pray for him and his godparents.

CAKES BY KERRY
BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARY NOVELTY
WEDDING CHRISTENING

ALL SUGARCRAFT SUPPLIES AND RIBBON
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UNIT A8, MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ

Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 425 0269
WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM

CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE
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ANSWERS TO THE CROSSWORD.

Our Services

JULY SERVICES

Number fun

Here is one of those totally useless bits of information that is
interesting nonetheless: at five minutes and six seconds after
4am on the 7th of August this year, the time and date will be
04:05:06 07/08/09. This will not happen again for 100 years.
Same for next year’s 05:06:07 08/09/10. So — now you know!

5" July

9.30 Halebank Methodist service
11.00 Hale BCP Holy Communion
4.30 Hale lona Service.

12th

9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion service
11.00 Hale All age worship with baptism

4.30 Hale Holy Communion

19th

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service

11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing with baptism.
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer

26th

9.30 Halebank Methodist Service
11.00 Hale Family Communion.
4.30 Hale Evening prayer

Morning Prayer each weekday at 9.00—9.15 am
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2" August Y .
ead stone and grave maintenance
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service !

11.00 Hale BCP Holy Communion

l

4.30 Hale lona Service Do you struggle to care for your
loved ones memorial”
9" August - WE CAN HELP
9.30 Hale bank Methodist service We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave

11.00 Hale All-age worship

4.30 Hale Holy Communion and surrounding area.

Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered

16th

9.30 Halebank Methodist service Flowers for special occasions can also be arranged.

11.00 Hale Holy Communion with healing Please contact

4.30 Hale Evening prayer Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420
1464

23rd

9.30 Halebank Methodist service
11.00 Hale Family Communion
4.30 Hale Evening prayer

9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion service
11.00 Hale Holy Communion
4.30 Hale Evening prayer

6" September

9.30 Halebank Methodist service
11.00 Hale BCP Holy Communion
4.30 Hale lona Evening prayer

Morning Prayer each weekday at 9.00—9.15 am




That's all very well if it's our UK or other minority world
neighbour; but what about the twenty per cent of our global
neighbours who are still without safe drinking water? Should we
really be looking to upgrade our technological lifestyle options
further while we carry a debt of neighbourly love to so many mil-
lions around the world? This is not for a moment meant to de-
monise technology. On the contrary, we should rightly receive it
as a gift of God, affirming and celebrating the increasing contri-
bution it makes to our human flourishing. It is, though, to ques-
tion the extent to which technological advances are progres-
sively beating all sense of contentment into retreat, generating
a warped perspective in which the desirable, the preferable and
the beneficial assume the status of the necessary.

We urgently need a biblical theology of need. This is not to im-
ply that in turning to Scripture we will there find our needs de-
fined solely in terms of that which is necessary to survive. In-
deed, the Bible is rich in references to God's lavish provision for
his creation. Nevertheless, as we wrestle with honestly deter-
mining our needs, we must reckon with the truth that, like the
broadband revolution, the biblical revelation will allow us no ac-
cess to a narrow vision of our neighbour.

Author: Nigel Hopper - The London Institute for Contemporary
Christianity .

FROM THE MAGAZINE COMMITTEE.

The magazine committee is taking a short summer break. The next
magazine will be available for the beginning of September. We wish all
our readers a happy holiday break and hope that you will contact us
after your holidays with any interesting news or titbits. If you would like
to advertise something that is happening in the Parish please contact
us. The magazine has a distribution to over 300 homes and can now
also be seen on the church website.

Contact email address: parishmag@fsmail.net

Church Website: http://www.saintmaryshale.com

RECIPES TAKEN FROM THE HALE AND HEARTY
FOOD FOR THOUGHT BOOK.

COFFEE ICE CREAM

2 egg whites and a pinch of salt

2 o0zs. Castor sugar

1 oz. Blanched almonds ( toasted )
1/2 pint double cream

2/3 drops of vanilla essence

2/3 drops almond essence

2 full tablespoonfuls of Camp coffee.

Beat the egg whites with salt and sugar until fairly stiff.
Lightly whip the cream, adding the camp coffee and essence
slowly.

Gentle fold in the egg whites and transfer to a container.
Sprinkle with toasted almonds and freeze immediately.
Remove from the freezer 20 minutes before serving.

Contributed by Brenda Nutall
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MUG FRUIT LOAF.

4 0z margarine

2 mugs of self raising flour

1 mug of sugar

1 mug of dried fruit ( or chopped dates )
1 mug of milk

1 teaspoonful of bicarbonate of soda

1 egg

Put the margarine, fruit, sugar and milk into a saucepan and bring
to the boil. Place to one side to cool a little. Put 2 mugs of flour into
a mixing bowl and mix in the bicarbonate of soda. Pour in the still
warm fruit mixture, add the well beaten egg and bake in a hot oven
( gas mark 6—200C—400F ) for 30-35 minutes in 2Ib loaf tin(s)

Contributed by Joan Hawksley Smith.




Across
1 Of Moses (6)
4 ‘You have been weighed on the — and found wghti
(Daniel 5:27) (6)
7 Where Jesus performed the first of his miragsisigns (John 2:11) (4)
8 Roman emperor who ordered all the Jews to IRaree (Acts 18:2) (8)
9 Member of a conservative Jewish party in theh®drin which believed there
was no resurrection
(Acts 23:8) (8)
13 South London Mission (1,1,1)
16 Sure of one’s own ability (2 Corinthians 11:{49)
17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away —echuse he had great
wealth’ (Mark 10:22) (3)
19 Airs used (anag.) (8)
24 ‘The Lord is my —, | shall not be in want’ @ 23:1) (8)
25 ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-heartedids61:1) (4)
26 At or towards the rear of a ship (6)

CONNECTING WITH CULTURE
BROADBAND, NARROW VISION?

From the coordination via social networking websites of protest in
Iran, to the phasing out of textbooks in favour of online learning
resources in California, to your viewing of this article where ever
you are in the world, Internet technology has changed the way
we live. and, whether you think it for better or worse, it will con-
tinue to do so. Indeed, such is the pace of technological advance
that the remarkable now quickly becomes commonplace, and up-
to-the-minute innovations are ever falling behind the times. Not
surprisingly, a gap is emerging between the internet haves and
have-nots. with a view to closing the gap by making hi-speed
broadband more widely available in the UK, the Government this
week proposed a levy of 50p per month on all households with a
fixed-line telephone. The revenue raised will help fund the huge
cost of the necessary upgrade of the nation's internet cable net-
work. It's just one of the recommendations of the 'Digital Britain’
report, that the prime minister believes will make Britain the digi-
tal capital of the world. It seems, on the face of it, like a good
idea. If we enjoy the benefits of broadband, and can afford 50p
per month to help enable others to enjoy them too, shouldn't we
be happy to pay? After all, broadband, Gordon Brown told us this
week, is now as essential as water, electricity and gas. Love your
neighbour as yourself. That's all very well if it's our UK or other
minority world neighbour; but what about the twenty per cent of
our global neighbours who are still without safe drinking water?
Should we really be looking to upgrade our technological lifestyle
options further while we carry a debt neighbourly love to so many
millions around the world. It seems, on the face of it, like a good
idea. If we enjoy the benefits

of broadband, and can afford 50p per month to help enable oth-
ers to enjoy them too, shouldn't we be happy to pay? After all,
broadband, Gordon Brown told us this week, is now as essential
as water, electricity and gas. Love your neighbour as yourself.

PTO
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What a day!!!
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“We enjoyed perfect weather for the Village Carnival this
¥ year. The Coffee Shop in the Village Hall was busy
throughout the day, serving barms for lunch and a large va-
riety of delicious cakes for afternoon tea. It proved to be a
quiet haven away from the bustle and noise of the park.

I would like to thank everyone who donated so generously
again this year. Our cake bakers surpassed themselves
and we had a tempting array of cakes on the table. Our
waitresses in the hall and helpers in the kitchen gave their
time to keep the Coffee Shop running smoothly. My spe-
cial thanks to Steve and Roger who volunteered to man the
till this year and actually said that they enjoyed them-
selves!!

This year we made £280 profit. Some of this money has
gone to help with the refurbishment of the Village Hall -
without the hall there would be no Coffee Shop! We have
again given some to The Shetland Rescue, where Sarah
works so hard to look after all the animals in her care.
Some has been given to our RC friends who help to pro-
vide lunches for the homeless people on the streets of Liv-
erpool. The rest has gone to the Carnival Committee to
help pay some of their bills.

Carnival is a great village event and brings many visitors to
Hale. We feel that The Carnival Coffee Shop provides an
important service for lots of these people but we would not
be able to achieve this without the generous support of our
volunteer helpers. So thank you all.

Dorothy Brown.
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Down
1 Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4)
2 Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song of $a@rig (9)
3 Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (1,1,1)
4 ‘Father, give me my — of your estate’ (Luke 15:15)
5 Assistant (4)
6 On a par (John 5:18) (5)
10 Credo (anag.) (5)
11 Beaten with a rod (5)
12 The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who deferredking his contribution be-
cause of his junior status
(Job 32:6) (5)
13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was descnytierra as ‘a capable
man’ (Ezra 8:18) (9)
14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures otheathere — and rust de-
stroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4)
15 Employs (4)
18 Associated with penitence for sins, along witbkeloth (Matthew 11:21) (5)
20 Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,11),1
21 Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pion&dliam Carey devoted his
life (5)
22 Recess at east end of a church (4)
23 One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicle$B(4)



3rd July St Thomas the Apostle

Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 apostles, was an
impulsive, confused, honest sceptic. Jesus
could understand and work with such a
man. Thomas’ impulsiveness was evident

when Jesus prepared to visit Lazarus in

Bethany. It was a dangerous trip to make, because of the
Jews, but Thomas urged his fellow disciples: “Let us also go,
that we may die with him.” (John 11.16) Instead, Jesus
brought Lazarus back to life. Thomas’ confusion is shown in
later talks with Jesus. He was not really sure where Jesus
was going long-term (John 14.5). But Jesus accepted this
confused commitment, and began to untangle it, patiently
explaining “I am going to my father”, and “No one comes
unto the Father but by me.” Finally, Thomas’ honest scepti-
cism is revealed after the Resurrection, which he flatly re-
fused to believe - unless he could touch the wounds of the
risen Jesus. Sure enough, Jesus appears - but instead of
scolding him, shows him the wounds. Thomas responds: “My
Lord and my God” (John 20.26ff). Thus Doubting Thomas’
honest doubts, turned to honest faith, have become a reas-
surance for thousands of men and women across the centu-
ries, who also want to follow Jesus, but who require some
proof of this amazing event - the Resurrection. In Doubting
Thomas’ complete affirmation of faith, after meeting the
risen, crucified Christ, they can find support for their own
faith. Ancient legends tell how Thomas went on to India as a
missionary. There are rumours that Thomas even built a pal-
ace for a king's daughter in India, and thus he is the patron
saint of architects. It is believed that he was martyred by a
spear on 3 July, 72 AD in Mylapore, near Madras. 46 ancient
churches in England were dedicated to him

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

CATEGORIES: LANDSCAPE — WILDLIFE — ARCHITECTURE

MAXIMUM OF 3 PICTURES PER PERSON PER CATEGORY
MINIMUM SIZE 8" X 6”

THE COMPETITION IS OPEN TO ALL AGES - £1.00 PERIBTOGRAPH
JUNIOR SECTION UP TO AGE 14 FREE
NAMES ON REVERSE OF PHOTOGRAPHS
GENEROUS PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED TO THE WINNERS OFAEH
CATEGORY
PLUS
A GRAND PRIZE TO THE OVERALL WINNER

THE COMPETITION WILL BE JUDGED BY AN INDEPENDENT
ADJUDICATOR

PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON SATURDAY 17& SUNDAY 18"
OCTOBER IN HALE VILLAGE HALL.

PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE RECENT PHOTOGRAPHS FROM IN AND
AROUND HALE

NO COMPUTERIZED MAUNIPULATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS IS AIOWED

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE RECLAIMED AT THE END OFHE EX-
HIBITION.

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS INCLUDING ENTRY FBHE AN
ENVELOPE AT ANY COFFEE SHOP MORNING BETWEEN 10.34.2.30.

SO GET SNAPPING

PROCEEDS TO HALE VILLAGE HALL REFURBISHMENT FUND
FOR DETAILS RING TONY COLLINS ON 425 2604




HANDY LITTLE CHART

- GOD HAS A POSITIVE ANSWER:

YOU SAY GOD SAYS BIBLE
VERSES
You say: ‘It's impossible’ |God says: All things are possible  |(Luke
18:27)
You say: 'I'm too tired' God says: | will give you rest (Matthew
11:28-30)
You say: 'Nobody really |God says: | love you (John
loves me' 31 6&
John
3:34)
You say: 'l can't go on' God says: My grace is sufficient (Il Corin-
thians
129 &
Psalm
91:15)
You say: 'l can't figure God says: | will direct your steps (Proverbs
things out' 3:5- 6)
You say: 'l can'tdo it' God says: You can do all things ( Philippi-
ans 4:13)
You say: 'I'm not able' God says: | am able (Il Corin-
thians
9:8)
You say: 'lt's not worth it'  |God says: It will be worth it (Roman
8:28)
You say: 'l can't forgive my|God says: | Forgive you (I John 1:9
self’ & Romans
8:1)
You say: 'l can't manage' |God says: | will supply all your ( Philippi-
needs ans 4:19)
You say: 'I'm afraid' God says: | have not given youa (Il Timothy
spirit of fear 1:7)
You say: 'I'm always wor- |God says: Cast all your cares on (I Peter
ried and frustrated' ME 5:7)
You say: 'I'm not smart God says: | give you wisdom (I Corin-
enough' thians
1:30)
You say: 'l feel all alone' |God says: | will never leave you or |(Hebrews
forsake you 13:5)

15 July St Swithun (or Swithin)
- saint for a rainy day

St Swithun is apparently the saint you can
blame for rainy summers. It is said that if it
rains on his special day, 15 July, it will then
rain for forty days after that. It all began

when he was made Bishop of Winchester
in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an important
posting: Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and during
the 10 years Swithun was there, Wessex became the most
important kingdom of England. During his life, instead of
washing out people’s summer holidays, and damping down
their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He
was famous for his charitable gifts and for his energy in get-
ting churches built. When he was dying in 862, he asked that
he be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside
the west door. If he has been left there in peace, who knows
how many rainy summers the English may have been spared
over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was decided to move
Swithun. By now, the 960s, Winchester had become the first
monastic cathedral chapter in England, and the newly in-
stalled monks wanted Swithun in the cathedral with them. So
finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and Swithun
was translated into the cathedral. That same day many peo-
ple claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly every-
one got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy
rain that day, and on the days following, was attributed to the
power of St Swithun. Swithun was moved again in 1093, into
the new Winchester cathedral. His shrine was a popular
place of pilgrimage throughout the middle ages. The shrine
was destroyed during the Reformation, and restored in 1962.
There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England




Halebank C.E.(VC) Primary School

On behalf Of the Governing Body | am delighted to tell you
that Miss Gill Threadgold has been appointed as Head-
teacher at Halebank School on a permanent basis. You may
be aware that Gill has been the Headteacher in an acting ca-
pacity since September 2007 and now, following a rigorous
selection process, has been formally appointed to the post.
We all wish her well and offer her our hearty congratulations
for her future work and happiness in Halebank School. |
know she will continue to work in partnership with us in
Church and in the Halebank community moving the school
forward with continued success. Gill already writes regularly
for the church magazine keeping us well informed of the
lively and exciting things happening with the children and
staff in the school and | am sure she will continue to do so.
She is also very happy for visitors to call into school- you can
be assured of a warm welcome.

Kathleen Williams, Chair of Governors.




Hale C.E Primary School
Press Release—School Awarded Artsmark Gold

Arts Council England has awarded an Artsmark Goldt o
Hale C.E Primary school in recognition of the schoo I's
commitment to, and excellence in, arts education. S ince
Artsmark began 9 years ago, almost 10, 000 awards h  ave
been made, with 1649 schools receiving the award th  is
year. Jane Priestley, Head teacher of Hale C.E. pri mary
school said: I'm delighted that the Arts Council ha S recog-
nised Hale school’s dynamic arts education programm e.
Our students have really enjoyed working with Angel a
Sidewell to make the mosaics, Adrian Holt to make ¢ lay
figures with Classes 1 & 2. Ross Dalziel on the Dig ital Ani-
mation project in year 6, the artists from Creative Partner-

ships who have worked with Classes 2 & 4
as well as the violin lessons for year 3 lead
by Angela Perkins. I'd like to thank all our
staff for their hard work in achieving this
award—our choir, the multimedia project
and many other things are part of our nor-

mal curriculum provision. Alan Davey, Chief Executi ve,

Arts Council England said: Arts Council England is com-
mitted to great art for everyone and we believe tha  tthe
earlier children are creatively inspired, the more likely they
are to have a lifelong engagement with art. Artsmar Kk sets
the standard for an outstanding arts offer in schoo Is and

it's great to see so many new schools attaining the

Artsmark award this year. The award recognises Hale C.E.
primary school’s passion for the arts and belief in the
power of creativity. A school must dedicate a minim um of
10 per cent of its curricular teaching time to the arts to re-
ceive an Artsmark; 12 per cent wins a Silver Artsma  rk and
15 per cent qualifies for Artsmark Gold. An Artsmar k
school also provides teacher’s professional develop ment
and involvement with local artists and arts group




22nd July St Mary Magdalene

It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene over
the centuries: she is the patron saint both of repentant sinners
and of the contemplative life. Jesus drove seven demons from
Mary, who came from near Tiberias in Galilee. She became his
follower to the bitter end. She followed him to Jerusalem and
was present during the crucifixion, standing heart-broken at the
foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus did not end there, for she
went to the tomb to anoint his body on the Sunday morning.
Such faithful, humble devotion was richly repaid: it gave her a
unique privilege among all mankind: she was the first person to
whom the Risen Lord appeared on Easter Sunday morning.
She thought He was the gardener at first. Mary Magdalen has
sometimes been identified with the woman who anointed
Christ’s feet in the house of Simon (Lk 7.37). Over the centu-
ries many artists have painted this scene. Mary Magdalene’s
feast has been kept in the West since the 8th century. England
has 187 ancient churches dedicated to her, as well as a Col-
lege in both Oxford and Cambridge

Prayer

God determines who walks into your life....it's up to you to
Decide who you let walk away, who you let stay, and who you
refuse to let go.

Father, God, bless all my friends in whatever it is that you know
they may need this day! And may their lives be full of your
peace, prosperity and power as they seek to have a closer
relationship with you.

Amen. Norma Naylor

The Concert

When the house lights dimmed and the concert was about
to begin, the mother returned to her seat and discovered
that the child was missing suddenly, the curtains parted
and spotlights focused on the impressive Steinway on
stage. In horror, the mother saw her little boy sitting at the
keyboard, innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star." At that moment, the great piano master made his en-
trance, quickly moved to the piano, and whispered in the
boy's ear, "Don't quit." Keep playing.” Then, leaning over,
Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began
filling in a bass part. Soon his right arm reached around to
the other side of the child, and he added a running obliga-
tor. Together, the old master and the young novice trans-
formed what could have been a frightening situation into a
wonderfully creative experience. The audience was so
mesmerized that they couldn't recall what else the great
master played. Only the classic, " Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star." Perhaps that's the way it is with God. What we can
accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy. We try our
best, but the results aren't always graceful flowing mu-
sic. However, with the hand of the Master, our life's work
can truly be beautiful. The next time you set out to accom-
plish great feats, listen carefully. You may hear the voice of
the Master, whispering in your ear, don't quit." "Keep play-
ing." May you feel His arms around you and know that His
hands are there, helping you turn your feeble attempts into
true masterpieces. Remember, God doesn’'t seem to call
the equipped, rather, He equips the 'called.' Life is more
accurately measured by the lives you touch than by the
things you acquire. So touch someone by passing this
litle message along. May God bless you and be with you
always! and remember,
"Don't quit." "Keep playing
Norma Naylor




6th Aug The Transfiguration - or the day Jesus

met Elijah and Moses...

The story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and Luke (9:28-36).
It was a time when Jesus’ ministry was popular, when people were
seeking him out. But on this day, He made time to take Peter, James
and John, his closest disciples, up a high mountain. In the fourth cen-
tury, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it as Mount Tabor (and there is a
great church up there today), but others believe it more likely to have
been one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, which rises to about
9,000 feet, and overlooks Caesarea Philippi. High up on the moun-
tain, Jesus was suddenly transfigured before his friends. His face be-
gan to shine as the sun, his garments became white and dazzling.
Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with
him. A bright cloud overshadowed the disciples. Peter was stag-
gered, but, enthusiast that he was - immediately suggested building
three tabernacles on that holy place, one for Jesus, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah. But God's ‘tabernacle’, God’s dwelling with man-
kind, does not any longer depend upon building a shrine. It depends
on the presence of Jesus, instead. And so a cloud covered them, and
a voice spoke out of the cloud, saying that Jesus was his beloved son,
whom the disciple should ‘hear’. God’s dwelling with mankind de-
pends upon our listening to Jesus. Then, just as suddenly, it is all
over. What did it mean? Why Moses and Elijah? Well, these two
men represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old
Testament. But now they are handing on the baton, if you like: for
both the Law and the Prophets found their true and final fulfilment in
Jesus, the Messiah. Why on top of a mountain? In Exodus we read
that Moses went up Mount Sinai to receive the sacred covenant from
Yahweh in the form of the Ten Commandments. Now Jesus goes up
and is told about the ‘sealing’ of the New Covenant, or New Testa-
ment of God with man, which will be accomplished by his coming
death in Jerusalem. That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples.
Peter mentions it in his second letter, 2 Peter 1:16 - 19 - invariably the
reading for this day. The Eastern Churches have long held the Trans-
figuration as a feast as important as Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension
and Pentecost But it took a long time for the West to observe the
Transfiguration.

and the Prayer Book included it among the calendar dates, but
there was no liturgical provision for it until the 19th century.

THANK YOU

Once again friends of the Harris Club for the Disabled have
excelled themselves with their generosity.
At the recent Summer Fair held at the home of Gwen and Jim
Whittle, the magnificent sum of £916 was raised. This will go
a long way towards the running of the club, as it works on a
purely voluntary basis.
Thank you for all your support.

Gwen Whittle.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

THE 2nd ROSSENDALE SCOUT GROUP BAND .

We were delighted to welcome back The Rossendale Scout
Group Band for a concert in church on Saturday 20th. June.
What a fantastic night it was. They just get better every time
they come. Their Musical Director Graham Helm took us
through the evening with his usual enthusiasm and great whit.
It was a rousing evening with the playing of some wonderful
pieces of music including theme tunes from films, Pop music,
a piece written for the Salvation Army and even the theme
tune from Hetty Wainthropp investigates. Each group of the
band showed off their wonderful talents.
It was a fantastic night of entertainment and if you missed it
you missed out but hopefully we will be able to invite them
back next year.
Many thanks to all the cake bakers for the great variety of de-
licious cakes donated.
We raised £470 which was split between the band and
church.

Val Borlase on behalf of the Social Committee.

P.s. If you have any ideas or suggestions for concerts in
church or if you would like to join the social committee ,we
would love to hear from you. Please get in touch.




25th July - St James the Apostle
James and his brother John were sons of Zebe-
dee and fishermen from Galilee - the ‘sons of
thunder’, as the gospel writers describe their im-
petuous characters and fiery tempers.

James stands out on three accounts: he was

one of the three disciples who witnessed the Transfiguration of
Christ. Jesus took him, along with Peter and John, to ‘watch’
with him in the garden of Gethsemane. Finally, he went on to
be the first apostle to die for the Christian faith, when in AD 44
King Herod Agrippa put him to the sword in Jerusalem at Pass-
over time. In the centuries following his death, James became
associated with the evangelising of Spain, and as a powerful
defended of Christianity against the Moors. The heyday of the
cult of Santiago de Compostela was from the 12th to the 15th
century, and the pilgrimage to Compostela became one of the
most important of medieval Christendom. This in time trans-
formed the iconography of James, and his emblems became
the pilgrim’s hat and the scallop-shell of Compostela. Over 400
English churches have been dedicated to James.

heaven: with God as his client, John the Baptist’s job was to
broadcast the news that the Messiah had come. Not even
Church House Westminster has ever attempted anything like
that. It always helps if PR people recognise their own clients,
and the same was true of John: he was the first person to rec-
ognise Jesus as the Messiah. PR people also help their cli-
ents prepare for their public role, and John did the same for
Jesus: he baptised him in the Jordan at the start of his minis-
try. PR people also stand up in public for their client’s point of
view, and in John’s case it led to his arrest and imprisonment.
His death was finally brought about by the scheming of
Herodias and Salome, and here the similarity ends: for not
even Max Clifford has ever lost his head over a client.

29th July Beheading of St John the Baptist
When you go back to work after the August Bank Holiday this
month, spare a thought for John the Baptist: however rough
your local sandwich bar may be, it probably doesn’t serve you
locusts with a honey dip; you won'’t be imprisoned for saying de-
rogatory things about the local MP’s wife, and even the boss
from hell is unlikely to have a daughter who wants to hiphop
about with your head on a platter. John the Baptist, by our stan-
dards, had a terrible life. Yet the Bible tells us that of all the
people in history, no one has even been born who was as great
as him. Why? Because of the unique job God gave him to do,
which has to be the best PR job of all time: act as God'’s press
officer. This was quite literally the PR job from




