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Residential Home for the 

Elderly 
 

The Old Vicarage, 
335 Ditchfield Road, 

Hough Green, 
WIDNES WA8 8XR 

 
Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  
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· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 
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Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346        E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk 
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CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING  
      
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ 
 Business Tel: 0793827544 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   

 

 

The vicar writes… 
 
Have you noticed the bulbs popping up through the soil recently? 
It seems that after the snow and ice of recent weeks that spring 
is on its way. This means that Easter is not very far off, and this 
is preceded by the season of Lent.  
Some people think that Lent is a time for giving things up; this 
has its roots in Lent being a time of fasting, in preparation for the 
feast of Easter. The thing with fasting is always to look at our rea-
sons for doing this. The whole point of fasting is to draw a person 
closer to God.  
Others think that doing something to helps us be closer to God. 
Not doing something for others, but doing something for our-
selves, for our spiritual side, for our inner life. Something that al-
lows to consider who we are, and who God is and how we can 
encounter Him. 
There are several ways of taking time out this Lent to spend a bit 
of pampering time for your Spiritual side. 
How about coming to morning prayer sometimes? 
This is Monday to Friday mornings 9am –9.20am, just 20 min-
utes. You don’t have to come everyday, try once a week to start, 
just for Lent and see how you get on. 
How about praying a short prayer every time you put the kettle 
on, just to say to God “Are you there?” 
Or come to our evening group, especially if you haven’t been to 
one before, Wednesdays at 8pm till 9pm starting on 4th March, its 
not a discussion group, you won’t be asked to do or say anything 
you are not comfortable with. 
 Last year we used some bible readings and pictures to look at in 
a time of peace and quiet. 
Lent is an opportunity to renew our faith, or receive it for the first 
time, Let me know how you get on…     
                                                                           Love from Janice  
  
 
 
 
  



School Worship led by Class 3 Halebank School  
 
The class worked hard  helped by Miss Trubshaw and Rev. Janice to 
put together a short act of worship for the whole school, the following 
are from their reflections after the event… 
Alisha writes “We had to take care of our school worship, and I had to 
be in the play. The play was about Jesus calming the storm. I felt very 
nervous before we were doing it, then once we had done it I didn’t feel 
nervous or scared.” 
 “I was very nervous before, in the middle I got some words mixed up 
and after it was great because we’d just finished. I am Kallum Pierce 
and I played Jesus.” 
Leon writes: “ I was in the play and the play was about Lake Galilee. 
And I was a disciple in the play, then we were praying to God”. Jack 
writes  “I was the leader. I was feeling happy. I was feeling a bit nerv-
ous when it started. I felt amazed when it finished” . “I felt very confi-
dent doing the PowerPoint," says Jessica S, “because it is my normal 
job. We had to go on to the Internet to get pictures of Lake Galilee. I 
felt sad when it was over.” Joseph also was involved “I did the Power-
Point and it was fun. I set it up. It was good because everyone had a 
part. It was fun and the whole school watched us” Savannah adds “ I 
think it was fun and watching the play was cool. My part was the hard-
est because I had to control the computer, and I loved it.” "I was in 
charge of the PowerPoint with Jessica S , Joseph, and Savannah” 
Jessica. We had a group in charge of choosing and singing some 
songs: “Me , Yoss and Frankie and Jade , we were the singers. I was 
trying not to laugh and I reckon I was very confident without the words, 
and the best thing was that I had good fun singing and a good day.” by 
Connor 
“Singing was good. I felt normal. We put it together by organising it. I 
was one of the singers. After it I felt normal” by Yoss.  
Frankie writes “I think it was  a very good performance and I was very 
nervous. I was in the choir we sang I the Lord of sea and sky, Abba 
Father, and Be bold, be strong. I felt alright at the end.  
There were some special effects: 
 “ I had the job of doing the waves with my friend Max in the play,  
I felt really funny. After wards I felt happy that I had done it.” by Cerys 
H. Max adds “It was fun making waves but I was nervous near my 
mum.” Three members of the class were leading the prayers: 
“Me and my friends were doing the prayer, we did one each.  
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Registers  
 
We commend to almighty God 
 
                           Emma Fowler 
                           Irene Heckford 
                           Herbert Stevens  
 
  And pray for them and all who mourn. 

Baptisms  
 

We welcome into the family of the church 
Summer Mae Gardner 

                      Angel Gardner 
                      Stanley David Albert Gardner 

And pray for them and their Godparents 

 

I was quite scary at first and every time I looked at the people I gig-
gled. At the end I was OK and I was happy with myself. I t was still 
scary in the middle of it.” Bethan. 
“It was fun because I got to make up my own prayer, but I felt a bit 
nervous.” Charleigh. Not everyone was happy with their part, Cerys 
M writes" I had to do the prayer but I did not want to do it.” 
All in all the class all did well and learned many things form this pro-
ject, even Miss Mullarky (special effects i.e. water pistol) and Miss 
Thomas (set construction) were involved. To sum up  we have Maria 
 “I thought the play and the singers were very great and I was the 
narrator in the story. I felt a bit nervous at first  and after I felt alright, 
and it was great fun and at the end I felt proud of myself. ”  Cara 
continues “I felt really scared at the beginning but then at the end I 
felt okay and I felt proud of all of my class and teachers and me as 
well.” 
Well done class 3 Halebank! 
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MARCH SERVICES 
 

1st 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP 
4.30 Hale Iona service 
 
8th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
10.45 Hale All-age worship  
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
15th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion with healing   
4.30 Hale “Songs of Praise” 
 
22nd 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Communion Service 
11.00 Hale Family Communion  
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
29th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion 
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
5th April Palm Sunday 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale All-age worship 
4.30 Stations of the Cross with members of St 
Ambrose 

THE LEPROSY MISSION INTERNATIONAL  
This a leading international non-denominational Christian organiza-
tion, with over 130 years experience in leprosy work. It strives to 
transform the lives of people affected by leprosy. Their goal is to 
eradicate the causes and consequences of the disease. 
 

What is Leprosy?  
 

Leprosy is a medical condition, also known as Hansen’s disease, 
after Armauer Hansen, who was the first person to view leprosy un-
der a microscope in 1873. It is not hereditary and contrary to belief, it 
is not flesh eating. 
Unfortunately, there is no preventative vaccine but since 1982 there 
has been a very effective cure for leprosy, called multidrug therapy. 
If treated early there is no long term damage, but if treatment is de-
layed then permanent nerve damage may develop resulting in dis-
ability. Leprosy is caused by a bacteria, probably spread by cough-
ing and sneezing. The first outward sign is a patch on the skin, usu-
ally associated with the loss of feeling. Leprosy is still surrounded by 
myths, stigma and fear. It doesn’t cause fingers and toes to fall off 
but as it attacks the surface nerves in cool places on the body, it has 
the effect of anaesthetising them so no pain can be felt. The result is 
that people get easily become injured by cuts, burns and bruising 
and then infection sets in resulting in tissue loss. Fingers and toes 
shorten as cartilage is absorbed by the body and bones become ir-
reparably damaged. Therefore while leprosy doesn’t cause fingers or 
toes to drop off; it is capable of causing disability and even blindness 
if left untreated. It is infectious but very difficult to catch. 
Every year between 200,000 and 400,000 new cases of leprosy are 
found around the world.. Over 70%  of these are found in India. In 
Mozambique, Indonesia, Democratic Republic of Congo and Brazil 
new cases of Leprosy continue to increase each year. 
People affected by leprosy need more than just medicine. The Lep-
rosy Mission programmes deliver a combination of compassion and 
action. The help to cure people and treat physical impairments 
through reconstruction surgery and they also invest in education, vo-
cational training, counselling and rehabilitation.  
The work of the Leprosy Mission is invaluable If you would like to 
give your support  or find out more information visit their website on 
www.leprosymission.org.uk or ww.tlmtrading.com  

Colin Borlase.  



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

PCC meeting Tues 3rd March 8pm in the Vicarage . 
To discuss and make an initial decision regarding the 
proposed scheme for a South Widnes Team Ministry. 
 
Lent group   Wednesdays beginning 4th March at 8pm 
 
Hale/Halebank Ladies Group 
Next meeting is on Thursday 12th March at 7.30pm in the Child of 
Hale ( room upstairs) when we welcome June Patten to talk about 
the Armish People. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Songs of Praise Sunday 15 th March at 4.30 pm 
Please make you requests on the sheet you will find at the back of 
church, or telephone Janice 425 3195. 
 
Would you like to be confirmed? 
The next Confirmation service will be on Tuesday 21 st April  
Classes will be commencing in March, please contact Janice 425 
3195.   

GET FIT AND HAVE FUN 
 

We meet every Wednesday in the 
Village Hall between 8.15 -9.15pm 
( after Corrie ! ).  
Come along and enjoy Barn 
dances, Scottish country dances 
and fun dances. 
 
Ruth Nixon.  

 

In Memory Of  
 

Jean Denton 
 

 Les and family would like to thank 
everybody for their sympathy and support during the sad 
loss of Jean, Loving Wife, Mother and Special 
Friend .Thanks also to all for the many donations instead of 
flowers; to Day Ward 7Y at the Royal Liverpool Hospital. 
Special thanks to Janice for her support and beautiful ser-
vice. 
 

God Bless, Les, Joanne, Alison and Lee. 
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX COLLECTION  
                        2009-02-08  

 
This year’s box collection raised a marvel-
lous total of £1,436.77. Thank you to eve-
ryone who has a box. The Children’s Society does invaluable 
work with children and families in need. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Evelyn and David Hudson who help 
me so much with the box collection. I’m really grateful. 
The annual house to house collection for the society is from 
21st March-4th April. Again, we have dedicated supporters 
who collect. If anyone would like to help us this year we’d be 
glad to give you details. Meanwhile look out for the envelope 
coming through your letterbox. Help us to reach out to young 
runaways who are alone and at risk on the streets. This is 
just one aspect of the society’s work. 
 Love Jo. 
 
                                  Jo Saville 425 2838 
                                  Evelyn and David Hudson 425 2635  



1ST MARCH ST.DAVID 
 
 
1 March is St David's Day, and it's time for the Welsh to wear 
daffodils or leeks. Shakespeare called this custom 'an honour-
able tradition begun upon an honourable request' - but nobody 
knows the reason. Why should anyone have ever 'requested' 
that the Welsh wear leeks or daffodils to honour their patron 
saint? It's a mystery! 
 
We do know that David - or Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a 
monk and bishop of the 6th century. In the 12th century he was 
made patron of Wales, and he has the honour of being the only 
Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western Church. 
Tradition has it that he was austere with himself, and generous 
with others - living on water and vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) 
and devoting himself to works of mercy. He was much loved. 
In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, 
standing on a mound with a dove at his shoulder, in memory of 
his share at an important Synod for the Welsh Church, the 
Synod of Brevi. 

17TH MARCH ST.PATRICK  
 
St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. If you've ever been in 
New York on St Patrick's Day, you'd think he was the patron 
saint of New York as well... the flamboyant parade is full of 
American/Irish razzmatazz. 
It's all a far cry from the hard life of this 5th century humble 
Christian who became in time both bishop and apostle of Ire-
land. Patrick was born the son of a town councillor in the west 
of England, between the Severn and the Clyde. But as a young 
man he was captured by Irish pirates, kidnapped to Ireland, and 
reduced to slavery. He was made to tend his master's herds. 
Desolate and despairing, Patrick turned to prayer. He found 
God was there for him, even in such desperate circumstances. 
He spent much time in prayer, and his faith grew and deep-
ened, in contrast to his earlier years, when he "knew not the 
true God". Then, after six gruelling, lonely years he was told in 
a dream he would soon go to his own country. He either es-
caped or was freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away 
and eventually persuaded some sailors to take him with them 
away from Ireland. 
After various adventures in other lands, including near-
starvation, Patrick landed on English soil at last, and returned 
to his family. But he was much changed. He had enjoyed his 
life of plenty before; now he wanted to devote the rest of his life 
to Christ. Patrick received some form of training for the priest-
hood, but not the higher education he really wanted. 

VILLAGE CRIB  
 

Once again, we had the joy of a Village 
Crib for all to enjoy , It is a great ecumeni-
cal occasion when all villagers get together 
to process to the crib for a short act of wor-
ship as the crib is blessed. 
It brings comfort to us whether we are just passing by or 
stopping for a short time to contemplate the real meaning of 
Christmas and maybe praying a prayer.  
It appears as if by magic but our thanks must go to Jimmy 
Ross and his band of helpers for all their hard work and 
preparation and also to John for allowing it to be erected at 
the Post Office. Let’s hope we have it for many years to 
come. 

Val Borlase.  

 
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION.  
 
We have a great team of very willing volun-
teers who brave all weathers to deliver the 
Parish Magazine to your homes every 
month. We print about 350 copies  which 
are distributed throughout Hale and Halebank. 
Margaret Hill has been one of our distributors for several 
years and has recently had to give up her round. We’d like 
to say a big thank you to Margaret and all our dedicated 
helpers. 
We are always looking for more volunteers to cover holi-
days etc. If you would like to help, please contact June 
Quint on 425 2410 

The magazine committee 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.  
 

Our Fabric Committee continue to be very 
busy and over the last few months have re-
furbished the Lych Gates for the south en-
trance to the church. As with all churches 
there is always a need for constant  maintenance and our 
small group dedicate their time every Tuesday to repair and 
enhance the fabric and the surroundings of our beautiful 
church. They seem to be able to ‘turn their hands to any-
thing’ from painting and decorating, woodwork repairs, prun-
ing of the churchyard trees and even rising to great heights 
to replace the light bulbs in church. It is easy to take these 
things for granted but I’m sure we all appreciate the hard 
work that Peter Quint, Les Hawksworth and Ron Antrobus do 
on our behalf. Thank you.     Val Borlase 

Hale C.E Primary School  
 

A big Thank You from all the staff, both teach-
ers and support staff, to the worship team for 
the service they planned and led on Education 
Sunday. 
 
It was the first time we had been to All Age Worship and we 
all enjoyed it, particularly the way the children were all en-
couraged to join in. 
Teaching is not always an easy job and it was encouraging 
to know that we have the support of the congregation as we 
go about our day to day work. Of particular comfort were the 
prayers offered by the team which showed a real under-
standing of the complexity of life in today’s schools. 
We were all given a traditional “apple for the teacher” beauti-
fully wrapped in cellophane 
Thank you again to you all 

Miss Priestley 

But by 435, well educated or not, Patrick was badly needed. 
Palladius' mission to the Irish had failed, and so the Pope sent 
Patrick back to the land of his slavery. He set up his see at Ar-
magh, and worked principally in the north. He urged the Irish to 
greater spirituality, set up a school, and made several mission-
ary journeys.  
Patrick's writings are the first literature certainly identified from 
the British Church. They reveal sincere simplicity and a deep 
pastoral care. He wanted to abolish paganism, idolatry, and 
was ready for imprisonment or death in the following of Christ.  
Patrick remains the most popular of the Irish saints. The princi-
pal cathedral of New York is dedicated to him, as, of course, is 
the Anglican cathedral of Dublin. 

22nd March Mothering 
Sunday  

 

There is an old Jewish saying:  
 
.....God could not be everywhere, 
.and therefore He made mothers. 

 
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human 
mothers - all of them have been part of the celebration of 
'Mothering Sunday' - as the fourth Sunday in Lent is affection-
ately known. 
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to hon-
our Cybele, Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in 
honour of Mother Earth were also celebrated. With the arrival 
of Christianity, the festival became one honouring Mother 
Church. During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to 
craftsmen or working as 'live-in' servants were allowed only 
one holiday a year on which to visit their families - which is how 
'Mothering Sunday' got its name. This special day became a 
day of family rejoicing, 
and the Lenten fast was broken.  
In some places the day was 
called Simnel Day, because of 
the sweet cakes called simnel 
cakes traditionally eaten on that 
day��



 The Jade School of Dance offer ballet and tap lessons on 
Wednesday afternoons .  Miss Louise runs the dance classes 
for all ages. 
If you fancy a wee session of Scottish Dancing , join this group 
and Ruth Nixon will soon have your toes a tapping. 
 

On Thursday afternoons the Parent and Toddler group 
meets, with toys for the little ones to play with and a cuppa and a 
chat for the adults. 
Thursday evening , 7.30, why not try some relaxing and calming 
Tai Chi ?  
 

Friday morning , 9.30 - 10.30 come along to Keep Fit. Then 
undo all the good work by visiting The Coffee Shop , which is 
open again, 10.30 - midday. 
The Line Dancers meet in the afternoon ably led by Ruth Nixon. 
At 7.30 you can strictly come Ballroom Dancing - all abilities 
catered for.  
 

Saturday  at 9.30, Mike Wharton, your Borough Councillor is 
available to listen to your concerns and offer advice. 
Sunday  at 9.30 there is the Roman Catholic Mass followed by 
The Coffee Shop which is open 10.30 - midday with the usual 
treats! 
 

These are the regular Village Hall activities.  There are also 
many occasional, private bookings such as parties for all age 
groups, Harvest Supper, Christmas Fayre, Table Sales, Village 
Carnival Coffee Shop etc. etc.  
So we really do need our Village Hall. 
 

The refurbishment of the hall is estimated to cost over £120 000 
which is a lot of money but with your help WE CAN DO IT! 
 

The Village Hall Committee invite you to ‘drop in’ to the Village 
Hall on Saturday 21 st March between 10 am and 1 pm to see 
our plans for the future and to discuss these with members of the 
committee. 

Dorothy Brown. 



 Village Hall update March 2009  
 

How many of you remember the ‘new’ Hale Village Hall being 
opened in 1974?  This ‘new’ hall was forecast to have a life of 20 
years.  Well, 35 years later it is not surprising that it is now in 
need of some attention! 
Ideally the hall should be pulled down and completely rebuilt but 
who will pay for this?  Over the past years the Village Hall Com-
mittee has tried a number of times, unsuccessfully, to win Lottery 
funding. For one reason or another we didn’t tick all the right 
boxes at that time.  So if we still want to have a Village Hall in 
Hale we have to find other ways to pay for it to be refurbished. 
Do you know how much the Village Hall is used each week?  
These are some of the activities ….. 
 

Monday afternoon , fortnightly, there is a Senior Citizens bingo  
session.  Ring Don or Sheila Allerston (0151 425 3375) if you 
would like to join this convivial little group. 
Monday evenings throughout the winter you can join the ’short 
mat indoor bowls ’ group. 
The Parish Council meet on the third Monday of each month. 
All welcome to attend and find out more about Village life. 
 

The Art class meet every Tuesday morning , 10 - 12.  You 
don’t have to be a gifted artist to join as our tutors are very pa-
tient and encouraging.  Ring Tony Collins for details (0151 425 
2604) or just come along. 
The Coffee Shop is open on Tuesday  from 10.30 -12 so if you 
don’t want to paint or draw, come along for a cup of tea, coffee 
or something to eat and a friendly chat. 
On Tuesday  afternoon  its eyes down at the over 60’s bingo or 
join the Sewing group in the side room. 
On Tuesday evening , 7.30, the Psychic Circle gather. 
 

Wednesday  sees the Craft Club meeting at 9.30 so if you can 
get up early and feel creative then do join them. 
The North Cheshire Health Group hold a baby clinic on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month. 

         



HALEBANK C.E. (V.C.) PRIMARY  SCHOOL NEWS  
 

As I sit writing this, snow is still falling onto the playground and 
all the children are very excited! You’ll be pleased to know 
though, that Class 1’s red bus, which they have made out of a 
giant TV box, is still running and can carry up to 4 passengers. 
Class 1 have also been learning about melting and freezing. Mrs 
Clarkson had already planned this work but the snow and ice 
was an extra bonus for her. Class 1 have also interviewed a 
postman and a policeman. 
Classes 1 and 2 went to Widnes Library this week and many 
children took home a book on their new library card. I hope that 
this is the start of a life long love of reading for them. Class 2 
have been looking at aerial photographs of Halebank, they’ve 
drawn maps from them and made collage pictures of the photo-
graphs. They were all very neat considering how tricky tissue pa-
per, amongst other materials, is to stick down. 
Class 3 have been taking part in a digital art project with the art-
ist Simon 
Blackmore. They learned how to programme the computer to 
make shapes and patterns. They then made these into wire 
sculptures. Their favourite part of the project was turning images 
and lights into animations. 
Class 4 are studying rivers. They are busy making leaflets and 
posters about activities taking part around rivers. They are also 
finding out about Healthy Living in Science and some of them 
are currently enjoying learning how to cook healthily, in an after-
school club  
Since Christmas we have also had a visiting production of Alice 
in Wonderland  and a fabulous performance of classical music 
by a very entertaining group called Key Strings.  
  

Gill Threadgold 
Acting Headteacher  

HALE AND HALEBANK LADIES GROUP   
 

From Physiotherapist to Vicar. 
 
We welcomed the Revd Janice Collier to our February meeting. She gave 
us a heart warming talk about her journey from a non believer to present 
day as the vicar of St.Mary’s. Janice was born in Huyton and attended the 
local school but was not brought up as a practising Christian. After she 
passed her eleven plus exam she attended Belvedere Grammar School 
and became friendly with a girl who encouraged her to go to her local 
church because’ there were boys there’. Janice went along and found that 
she really enjoyed the beautiful service of Evensong . It wasn’t long before 
she was enjoying the activities of the youth club and this is where she met 
Andy, her husband. She still wasn’t too sure about ‘Church’ and as with all 
teenagers her enthusiasm dwindled. Janice qualified as a Physiotherapist 
and eventually Andy and Janice were married in 1977. They had two chil-
dren, Nick and Laura. Andy still attended the local church and sang in the 
choir but Janice preferred to stay at home with the children. Gradually, with 
the persuasion of the church Curate and a Vicar you couldn’t say no to, 
Janice became more involved with the church, her children joined the choir 
and her belief became stronger and stronger until one day she felt the un-
mistakeable power of the Holy Spirit come over her whole being. 
Everyone could see the change in Janice and it wasn’t long before the 
vicar popped the question !, Have you ever thought about ordination? 
Janice was at the peak of her career. Nick and Laura were growing up but 
their third child, Alex was still quite young  and Andy was settled in his job 
as a teacher so there was a lot to think about. When everything seemed 
right, the decision was made and Janice was accepted for ordination. 
Janice had supported Andy through his training to become a teacher and 
now it was his turn to do the same for her. The family home was sold and 
they moved to Cambridge which was to be their home for the next two 
years whilst Janice attended Ridley Hall College where she studied theol-
ogy. At the end of her training Janice was ordained Deacon on 21st July 
2001 in Liverpool Cathedral by Bishop James. Her first post was in Formby. 
She was ordained as a priest  on 26th May 2002. After only four years she 
was invited to take up the position of Priest in Charge at St. Mary’s Hale 
and as they say “ the rest is history “. Janice’s parents and sister still can’t 
quite make it all out !! 
It was quite a light hearted talk but there were poignant moments when you 
could have heard a pin drop in the room . It just goes to show you that you 
can never underestimate The Power of The Holy Spirit.  

Val Borlase. 


