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Residential Home for the 

Elderly 
 

The Old Vicarage, 
335 Ditchfield Road, 

Hough Green, 
WIDNES WA8 8XR 

 
Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  
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· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 

 �!"�
����#�
!��������" �
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346        E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk 
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The vicar writes… 
 
 Have you ever played the game “Consequences”? 
 
Do you remember how it is done? You take a piece of paper and 
write your name at the top, then fold it over and pass the paper to 
the next person who writes another name. The game is led by 
one person who gives instructions on what to write e.g. location, 
what they were wearing, where they were living, he said, she 
said etc, the paper is passed around the circle, ending with the 
final instruction to write  “and the consequence was…”  
It can be hilarious and good fun with just a pencil and a few 
pieces of paper. But actually it can make us think about our fu-
ture as individuals and as a community. I wonder where you will 
be in 10 years time? Your answer will depend on lots of things. 
Sometimes we can plan what will happen, at other times the un-
expected can surprise us. Are you a planner or more of a reactor 
to what is happening?  I think I prefer to be involved in planning 
any change rather than have it thrust upon me. Think back to 
where you were and what has happened in the last 10 years. For 
lots of people there will have been significant changes in their 
lives. If you think about the village and the church there will have 
been some significant changes. The next 10 years will also be a 
time of significant change in our community, in society in the UK 
and in the rest of the world, in technology and development and 
in all aspects of our lives. The speed of change is increasing and 
will continue to do so. How does this make you feel? The Church 
has always been involved in the changes in our Society, for ex-
ample when the new revolutionary invention “The Printing Press” 
was developed in the 16th Century one of the first things printed 
was the Bible. We plan to form the South Widnes Team Ministry 
consisting of 3 churches: St Mary Hale, St Paul Widnes and St 
Mary West Bank, in order to look to the future and secure life of 
the church in our 2 villages. Those involved in the leadership of 
the church have important work to do over the next year.  
Please pray for them, and for me!! 

Love from Janice. 



Registers  
 

We commend to almighty God 
 
Frank Thomas 
Margaret May Blaise  
 
And pray for them and all who mourn. 
And pray for them and all who mourn. 
 

Baptisms  
 
We welcome 

     Thomas Rimmer 
Max Pearse 

 
Baptised into the family of the church. 
We pray for them and their godparents 
 
 

Wedding  
 
We congratulate 
 

Katie Forbes & Christopher Kearney 
 

On their Marriage 
 

CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING   
     
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ 
 Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 425 0269 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   

WANTED 
LADY BOWLERS  

 

For various Clubs in South Liverpool 
 
Coaching sessions for Beginners are held at: 

 Gardeners Arms 
                                   Broadgreen Road 
                                   Liverpool 

Saturdays April to August 2009 
10am — Noon 

 
£1 per lady 

For details ring SUE on 0151 425 2195 



“For A Better England”  

With Larry Morgan, Don Allerston, Dave 
Irving and others, I am producing a 
small book about the people and deeds 
behind the names on the Village War 
Memorial, with the proceeds going to 
the Village Hall Restoration Fund. Most 
of the basic research has now been 
done but we would be grateful to hear from any relatives or 
friends of these brave men who may be able to fill in some of 
the gaps in our book. If you think you may be able to help, 
please contact one of us - Larry on 425 3677, Don on 425 
3375 or myself on 724 3171. Photographs would be particu-
larly welcome and would be returned after use.   

   Bill Sergeant.  

GILBER AND SULLIVAN SOCIETY 
PRESENT 

A MUSICAL DELIGHT 
SATURDAY 9th May 

At 8.00 pm. 
 

AT 
St. Mary’s Church 

Church Road, Hale Village 
 

 Musical Director    Accompanist 
 Brian Smith     Christine Brown 
 

TICKETS £5.00   
   (including home made cakes and tea and coffee) 
 ************************************************ 

For further details and ticket information 
Tel: 425 3519 or 424  1464 

 ************************************************ 
Please buy your tickets in advance so that we can organise catering 
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MAY SERVICES 
 

3rd 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion service 
11.00 Hale BCP Holy Communion 
4.30 Hale Iona Service, led by one of the Cell groups 
 
10th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale All age worship with Baptism 
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
17th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing, we welcome 
the Freemen of Hale   
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer 
 
24th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Family Communion 
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
31st May  
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion  
4.30 Iona Evening Prayer 
 
7th June 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion 
11.00 Hale BCP Holy Communion 
4.30 Hale Iona Service  
 



May 1st  May Day  
 

May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up 
to all sorts! The Romans held their festival to honour the 
mother-goddess Maia, goddess of nature and growth. 
(May is named after her.) The early Celts celebrated the 
feast of Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli. 
 
For centuries in 'Olde England' the people went mad in 
May. After the hardship of winter, and hunger of early 
Spring, May was a time of indulgence and unbridled merri-
ment. One Philip Stubbes, writing in 1583, was scandal-
ised: "for what kissing and bussing, what smooching and 
slabbering one of another, is not practised?" 
 
Henry VIII went 'maying' on many occasions. Then folk 
would stay out all night in the dark rain-warm thickets, and 
return in the morning for dancing on the green around the 
May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and that evening, 
bonfires. The Protestant reformers took a strong stand 
against May Day - and in 1644 May Day was abolished 
together. Many May poles came down - only to go up 
again at the Restoration, when the first May Day of King 
Charles's reign was "the happiest Mayday that hath been 
many a year in England", according to Pepys. 
 
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memo-
ries of a young Queen of the May decorated with garlands 
and streamers and flowers, a May Pole to weave, Morris 
dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at Tissington 
in Derbyshire. May Day is a medley of natural themes such as 
sunrise, the advent of summer, growth in nature, and - 
since 1833 - Robert Owen's vision of a millennium in the 
future, beginning on May Day, when there would be no 
more poverty, injustice or cruelty, but in harmony and 
friendship.  
 
This is why, in modern times, May Day has become La-
bour Day, which honours the dignity of workers. And until 
recently, in communist countries May Day processions 
were in honour of the achievement of Marxism  
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but 
nevertheless there is the well known 6am service on the 
top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford where a choir sings in 
the dawn of May Day. 
 
An old May carol includes the lines: 
The life of man is but a span, 
it flourishes like a flower 
We are here today, and gone tomorrow  
we are dead within an hour  
 
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words 
and tune, as there is about all purely sensuous joy. For 
May Day is not Easter, and the joys it represents have al-
ways been earth-bound and fleeting  

HELP!!!  
 
Gwen is finding it very 
difficult to run the Friday 
Coffee Shop at the mo-
ment as she has a bad 

leg and cannot stand for any length of time.  
She needs to find someone who is willing to take the responsibil-
ity of opening the Village Hall at 10am, getting the crockery out, 

locking up at 12.30 and generally taking 
charge on alternate Fridays only.  There 
are volunteer helpers who are on Gwen’s 
rota and help out occasionally but we 
need someone who will take the overall 
responsibility every other Friday.  This is 
NOT a difficult job but does need a bit of 
commitment on someone’s part. This is 

only until Gwen feels better. If no one comes forward to help we 
may have to CLOSE THE FRIDAY COFFEE SHOP temporarily. 
Please help if you can.     
                                            Thanks .                Dorothy Brown             



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 
   
Do you need a bit of peace and quiet in order to 
pray? 
Come and try “Just Peace” 8pm on Thursday 
7th May at St Basil& All Saints Church. Ask Janice for more de-
tails. 
 
Saturday 9 th May Concert in Church by Crosby Gilbert and 
Sullivan 
 
Visitation Service Tuesday 12 th May 7.30 St Ambrose 
Church.  If you are a Warden, a PCC member or a sides-person 
you must attend this service. 
 
Thursday 21 st May is Ascension Day .  
9.30 am Hale School service  followed by year 6 pupils to as-
cend the tower. 
8pm Holy Communion  followed by the first meeting of the new 
PCC over cheese and wine at the Vicarage. 
 
Saturday 6 th June Vicarage Picnic   
in the garden. 
Bring your own food, drinks and seating, we will 
organise live music and hope for good weather. 
 
Saturday 20 th June  Concert in Church by 
Rossendale Brass Band   
 
Saturday 27 th June  10-4pm Fun Day  at Liverpool Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 
 
    

May 17th  Rogation Sunday  
 
Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and 
land for the year ahead. It is appropriate in any emergency, war, 
plague, drought or foul weather. 
The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help of 
the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those days a crowd 
moved in procession around the cornfields, singing and dancing, 
sacrificing animals, and driving away Winter with sticks. The 
wanted to rid the cornfields of evil. 
About 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, 
storm and epidemic. So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of 
the popular pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in 
the ruined or neglected fields on the days leading up to Ascen-
sion. With his decision, 'beating the bounds' became a Christian 
ceremonial. 
Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century, and 
became a fixed and perennial asking for help of the Christian 
God. On Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to trace the 
boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the bishop or the 
priest, with a minor official bearing a Cross, and after them the 
people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing 
along. Most of them held slender wands of willow. 
At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a 
bridge or stile or ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gath-
ered about the priest, and a litany or rogation as said, imploring 
God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and 
boughs in good health, and bring them to an ample harvest. At 
one point beer and cheese would be waiting. 
In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there 
was much to be said for 'beating the bounds' - still very common 
as late as the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly parish bounda-
ries rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew them. (Do you 
know yours today?) 

The Village Craft Group.  
 
 
 
The village craft group wishes to thank all 
those who supported their recent  
 

Trash ‘N’ Treasure sale 
   

A donation of One hundred and twenty 
five pounds (£125) has been made to the 
Village Hall Restoration fund 
 
 
 



May 21st  Ascension Day - Forty Days with the Risen Christ 
 

 
May continues the season of Eastertide, and 40 days after Easter 
comes Ascension Day. 
It may seem crazy to call it Eastertide when Easter is clearly 
over! - but these are the 40 days during which the Risen Christ 
appeared again and again to his disciples, following his death 
and resurrection. 
The Gospels give us little of Christ's teachings and deeds during 
those forty days. Jesus was seen by numerous disciples: on the 
road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He 
strengthened and encouraged his disciples, and at last opened 
their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Mes-
siah. Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent him, he 
was now going to send them- to all corners of the earth, as his 
witnesses. 
Editor: if you want to add more detail to Christ's appearances, the 
stories can be found in Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 
20. 

May 31st  
 
Pentecost was the old Jew-
ish festival of First fruits, 
which took place at the be-
ginning of the wheat har-
vest. It was exactly 50 days 
after the Passover, the time 
of Jesus' crucifixion. 

 
A feast day to celebrate the country's wheat harvest 
does not sound exactly world-changing, but that year, 
it became one of the most important days in world 
history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent 
the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born. 
 
Jesus had told his apostles that something big was 
going to happen, and that they were to wait for it in 
Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had 
plans for his apostles - but he knew they could not do 
the work themselves - they would need his help. 
 
And so the apostles and disciples waited in Jeru-
salem, praying together for several days. And 

then on that fateful morning there was suddenly the sound as of 
a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, 
and they began to praise God in many tongues - to the astonish-
ment of those who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 
1- 9) was dramatically reversed that morning.  
 
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the apostles and 
disciples of Jesus: and the Church was born. The Christians 
were suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their 
former fearful selves. The change in them was permanent. 
 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian church that 
morning: proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the 
face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man who 
had denied Jesus 50 days before  

Re-Gravestones  
 

Last year I was asked to help with the 
photographing of the Gravestones in the 
new part of St Mary’s churchyard. 
 

In all I photographed about 600 Grave-
stones. As you can imagine it was quite 
a job and cold wet weather didn’t help. 
Ros and Gordon have me a plan of the Graveyard. The 
Graves were all numbered and of course each photograph 
had to have a number, which corresponded with the number 
of the Grave. 
To begin with a number was written on a slate then stood on 
the Grave then photographed, but later I decided to take the 
photograph then put the number of the Grave pm the appro-
priate photograph. It was quite tricky especially when there 
were Graves with the same surname. One time I had 300 
photographs developed at once. Quite a job sorting and 
numbering them all. It was a bit of a shock when I saw my 
reflection on several of the Gravestones, weird!. They had to 
be done again of course. In some ways it was very interest-
ing. People who had died quite some time ago were remem-
bered and brought to mind, and a Grave of a 13 year old girl 
who was a friend of my oldest sister was found.  
My sister came over from South Africa in 2000 and although 
we searched we couldn’t find it, but it wasn’t surprising as 
there was no Gravestone, very sad. I was pleased to be able 
to tell my sister that I had found it.  
The reason for taking the photographs was to put them on 
secure record for the future. Gravestone information and 
photograph in a folder, also in alphabetical order, and all now 
on computer. It was nice to receive a letter of thanks from the 
P.C.C.  
Much appreciated 

Ruth Hilton 



BELLRINGERS WANTED  
 

Would you like to ring the Church bells? 
If so, speak to Dorothy Brown our Secre-
tary or Val Borlase our Treasurer, or to me, 
or better still, come to our practice night, 
which every Thursday at 7-30pm until 9pm 
 
The bells are rung for Sunday Services, for 
Weddings, for Special Occasions and for 
some Funerals. 

You too can be a Campanologist  
 

“Come all you would be Bell Ringers 
Hale Church Bells seem to say”, 
“Come try your hand and join the 
band who merrily ring away”, 
It doesn’t matter what your age, or 
who’re your kith or kin, 
It doesn’t matter what your sex, or 
the colour of your skin, 
Or even what Religion, for the one 
God loves you all., 
And the Bells ring out on Sunday, to 
welcome one and all. 

 
So come here on a Thursday, 7-30 is the time, 
The church it is St Mary’s, pay heed now to this rhyme, 
There’ll be time for a break and a friendly chat, 
But alas no time to put the kettle on. 
So don’t be shy, come now and learn, a campanologist you 
can be, 
And when the Bells ring out, you too can say, 
One of those Ringers was me. 
 
See you there then! 

Ruth Hilton, Tower Captain 

. 
And 3,000 people responded, were con-
verted, and were baptised. How's that 
for fast church growth! 
Of course Pentecost was not the first 
time the Holy Spirit had acted in this 
world. All through the Old Testament 
there are accounts of how God's Spirit 
guided people and strengthened them. 
But now, because of Christ's death and 
resurrection, he could INDWELL them. 
From now on, every Christian could 
have the confidence that Jesus was 

with them constantly, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  
  
 



                ARMED SERVICES DAY - Sunday, 21 st June 2009.  
 
This year the Government has designated what used to be called Vet-
erans Day as “Armed Services Day”. This day is meant not only to 
acknowledge the sacrifices and achievements  of the veterans of two 
World Wars and other conflicts including the present conflicts in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq but also the contribution made to society and the 
community by former and current servicemen and servicewomen. The 
national day has been called for 28th June 2009, when major ceremo-
nies and parades will take place in most major cities, including Liver-
pool. For the past three years the Hale, Ball o’Ditton and Halton 
Branches of the Royal British Legion have taken it in turns to host our 
joint events for Veterans Day. This year it is the turn of Hale Branch, 
who have decided to hold our event on 21st June to enable those who 
wish to attend the City celebrations to do so.  Unfortunately, due to 
the non-availability of a venue in the village which can accommodate 
the 250/300 expected to attend, we have had to accept an offer of the 
ICI Social Club in Liverpool Road, Widnes for the purpose. However, 
we plan to make available free coach transport from the village to 
Widnes and return. These transport arrangements are not yet final-
ised but will ensure that there are several return trips during the day. 
The event itself will begin at 1030am with a parade from the Albion 
Public House Car Park, 1 Liverpool Road, led by the pipes and drums 
of the Clan Wallace Pipe Band. The distance is only about 800 metres 
and should be within the capabilities of most of us. Everybody is wel-
come to walk with us, whether veterans or not, young and old - any-
body who wishes to show their support and gratitude to former and 
present service personnel. On arrival at the ICI Club, the Chaplain to 
the Hale Branch, our own Reverend Janice Collier, will lead a short 
service. This will be followed by a free buffet lunch and entertainment 
from the Band, the Line Dancers from Hale Village and Performance 
Studios”, a fantastic group of young people from knowsley who will 
sing and dance to all the nostalgic tunes of wartime as well as a few 
more modern ones! We expect the afternoon to finish at about 4.0pm. 
We urge you all to join in and enjoy what promises to be a great day. 
It would help us to know how many are likely to need transport to and 
from Widnes and I know that Don Allerston would be glad to hear from 
you on 425 3375. 

      Bill Sergeant, 
    Chairman, Hale Branch, Royal British Legion.  



St Paul’s mission in Malta  
 

We have just returned from holiday in Malta, where we visited many 
beautiful places one such place made me think of the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the effects of the Word of Christ. 
Whilst St Paul was travelling to Rome to ultimately meet his death he 
and his fellow passengers encountered a great storm that threatened 
the safety of the ship that he was sailing on. 
All on board were terrified and St Paul who was a under arrest, calmed 
every one on board by telling them that, not one person will be killed, 
they eventually became ship wrecked on the island of Malta.  This island 
was under Roman occupation and non-Christian. St Paul was proved 
correct and not one hair on all 276 peoples heads were harmed, the 
Maltese people welcomed the shipwrecked people and St Paul amazed 
the people by being bitten by a viper and not suffering any ill effects he 
then heard that Publius (the Roman Commander) had a father who was 
very unwell, Paul went to him and laid hands on him and prayed for his 
healing, he recovered his health, Paul then healed many people on the 
island. We visited the place that was a Roman prison in the old capital of 
Rabat, this place was used for torture and to hold the people of Malta 
who fell from Roman grace, Paul was also held prisoner here.  We stood 
in this underground room that still has the marks of this former occupa-
tion. In just three months, St Paul filled with the Holy Spirit changed the 
Island forever; Publius the governor allowed the prison to become 
Malta’s first church building and allowed Paul to celebrate the first sacra-
mental meal there. 
Publius was converted to Christianity and was so totally changed that 
Paul commissioned him to be the first Bishop of Malta and have the care 
of the Maltese people in respect of their souls. I have visited this place 
twice before but the effect of realising that in just three months a very 
powerful and domineering force had been shown the Word of God and 
witnessed mission in action and then totally changed from brutality and 
evil to good and caring, was powerful. To be where Christianity actually 
began, moved me and made me realise the power that the Holy Spirit 
and the good news has, these are gifts from God that all who believe 
should try to use, to spread Gods mission and message. 
If Paul could succeed with the Roman’s in just three months, what can 
we do?. You can read about Paul’s mission in Malta in Acts chapter 27 
and 28 till verse 11  

Yours in Christ Peter Naylor 



Word for the Week: Whole Life, Whole Bible (3/50)   
 
And God...  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. This 
is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, when  the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 
        Genesis 1:1 and 2:4 
Our first steps in Genesis begin not with creation, nor with our-
selves, but with God - and the reminder that we do not properly 
understand the world (or our place in it) without acknowledging 
the God who created it, holds it together, and rules over it.  
Genesis 1 was designed to work this way. The people of God 
knew that the real God - the only God - made the world not 
through violence and bloodshed (a regular feature of tales from 
cultures surrounding Israel) but by his word, through his wis-
dom, and out of love. The account thus shapes the way God's 
people think and live at the same time as engaging with alter-
native takes on reality, in such a way as to say: this is the true 
God; this is what the true God is like; this is the one who alone 
is worthy of worship. Genesis 1 does this not by discussing 
creation in the abstract, but by focusing on God as Creator, 
and not primarily through nouns or adjectives, but through 
verbs, highlighting what God does: he creates, he speaks, he 
sees, he names, he separates, he rules, he delights, he 
blesses, he rests. And this talking, acting God will take centre 
stage in the plot that unfolds, showing that far from removing 
himself from creation, he is personal and relational, intention-
ally providing an arena in which men and women can live un-
der his rule and blessing. it's no surprise, then, that while 
Genesis 1:1 can use the standard word for 'god' or 'gods', 
Genesis 2:4 makes it clear that he is 'the Lord God', using the 
name by which he later reveals himself to Moses as the one 
who will establish a covenant with his people, setting up a link 
between creation and covenant which will be played out in the 
rest of  Scripture. Genesis 1 isn't designed to satisfy our curios-
ity  
About issues raised by science, since something different and  

more significant is at stake, namely: which God do we trust 
to have the whole world in his hands? What stands at the 
heart of the Christian worldview is not a god of our own mak-
ing, but the Lord God himself - Creator God and covenant 
God. 
 

Antony Billington 
 
For further reflection and action: 
1. If possible, take some moments this week to read through 
Genesis 1:1-2:4, pausing after the account of each day to 
reflect on - and then to praise - God as creator, sustainer, 
and ruler of all. 
 
2. In Proverbs 8:22-31, God's wisdom is personified as a 
craftsperson through whom God makes the world, designing, 
measuring, and setting boundaries in place, showing that 
wisdom is the standard by which God  works as he crafts the 
world. This being the case, where do we see evidence of 
God's wise ordering of the world? And what difference 
should it make to the way we seek to live in God's world? 
 
3. What do you bring to your reading of Genesis 1 in terms of 
background education, church tradition, scientific knowledge, 
and convictions about God? How might these various factors 
both help and distort your understanding of the passage? 
Word for the Week: Whole Life, Whole Bible is a series of 
emails designed to move through the main contours of the 
biblical story, seeking to show how whole-life discipleship is 
woven through Scripture as a whole, from beginning to end. 
 
This talking, acting God will take centre stage in the plot that 
unfolds  which God do we trust to have the whole world in his 
hands? 


