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Residential Home for the Elderly 

 
The Old Vicarage, 

335 Ditchfield Road, 
Hough Green, 

WIDNES WA8 8XR 
 

Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  
 

 

 

 

PARISH MAGAZINE 
St. Mary’s Church 

  Hale with Halebank 30P 

 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 

From the Editorial Team 
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 
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The vicar writes… 
 
This is the time of year for Annual General Meetings; 
the church has one after the morning service on 25th April. It is an oppor-
tunity to look back at what we have done over the previous year, to take 
stock of what is happening and to look ahead to the future 
. 
Vicars Report for the AGM  
The elected PCC members made some significant decisions last year 
which will affect the future of our Church in this parish and our ministry 
together. 
 
The completion of the training of the Shared Ministry Team and their 
Commissioning by the Bishop of Warrington has opened a new chapter in 
the way the pastoral work in the parish can be carried out. The team or-
ganised a day to look at how we welcome folk who come into the church 
building. It was a great day, the people who came were asking when we 
could do it again! 
 
The move to become a Team Ministry with St Paul Widnes and St Mary 
West Bank has taken significant moves forward. The Rev Jeremy Duff 
joined the prospective team in March and he and I are working out the 
practicalities of working together as 3 parishes with 2 full time clergy 
. 
Our 2 Readers-in-Training were selected and began their course consist-
ing of college work and on the job training, leading services and preach-
ing, I think they are doing really well! I know they value the support and 
honest feedback that you give to them. 
 
We have had some challenges over the year; the main concern has been 
the financial situation. We are still running at a loss month by month, year 
by year. We have survived by using some of our dwindling reserves, but 
these will not go on forever. In addition we have the added problem of 
emergency boiler repairs which will be a temporary situation; a new boiler 
will cost approximately £20,000.  
Thank you to all those who give financial support to the Church, to main-
tain this historic building, and also to pay for the ministry that we carry out 
among the people of the parish. If you want to know more about how we 
spend the money which you give then we are very happy to share the 
facts with you. 
 
As we look to the future, the next major event will be the arrival of Dawn 
Harrison as Team Curate in July. We will be holding a service to welcome 
Dawn as she begins her work among us.  
                                                                                   Rev Janice Collier 



 

 

                Funerals  
 

 Ivy Hesketh 
 Robert Edward Dean 
 Malcolm Campbell 
 Tjommy Osborne 
 
 

We pray for their family and all who mourn. 
 

Baptisms  
 
     Jonathan Roger Kay    
     Ellie May Nuttall 
     Courtney Brook Nuttall 
     Freya Hope Anderton 
     Jessica Daisy Lunt 
     Kane Higginson 
     Phoebie Ava Philcock 
 
 We welcome them into the church family and pray for 
 them, their parents and their godparents. 
 

SARUM PRAYER 
 
 God be in my head     
 and in my understanding. 
 God be in my eyes 
 and in my looking. 
 God be in my mouth 
 and in my speaking. 
 God be in my heart 
 and in my thinking. 
 God be at my end 
 and at my departing. 

 

 

CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING    
    
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ 
 Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 420 0269 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   

 

�
 
 

Head stone and grave maintenance  
 

���� Do you struggle to care for your  
     loved ones memorial” 

WE CAN HELP 
We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave 

and surrounding area. 
Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered . 

 
 Flowers for special occasions can also be ar-
ranged. 

Please contact  
Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420 

1464 



 

 

JAMS AND CHUTNEYS  AND PICKLES 
  
We are planning to have a stall of home-
made produce at our Christmas Fair in  
November. 
We know that we have many people in our parish who 
make wonderful jams and chutneys and we would be 
very grateful if you could make some for us. 
If you would like to take part in this venture by provid-
ing the jars or some fruit or by making the preserves 
please contact Val on 425 3519 or Joyce on 425 3982 

 

 

Our Services 

  May Services 2010 
 
2nd May 
11.00 Hale BCP Holy Communion 
4.30 Hale Iona Service. 
 
9th May 
11.00 Hale All age worship  
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
16th 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing and baptism.  
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer 
 
23rd Whit Sunday 
11.00 Hale Family Communion. 
30th Anniversary of Church rebuilt after the fire 
4.30 Hale evening prayer 
 
30th May 
11.00 Hale “Songs of Praise” 
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
 
Weekly worship at Halebank Church takes place on 
Thursdays at 1pm. 
Daily prayers at Hale Church Monday –Friday at 9am for 
approx 20 minutes. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
  

 
 
   

ASCENSION DAY - FORTY DAYS WITH THE RISEN 
CHRIST. 

May continues the season of Eastertide, and 40 days after Easter 
comes Ascension Day. It may seem crazy to call it Eastertide 
when Easter is clearly over! - but these are the 40 days during 
which the Risen Christ appeared again and again to his disciples, 
following his death and resurrection. The Gospels give us little of 
Christ’s teachings and deeds during those forty days. Jesus was 
seen by numerous disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea 
of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged his 
disciples, and at last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures 
had promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told them that as 
the Father had sent him, he was now going to send them - to all 
corners of the earth, as his witnesses. 

if you want to add more detail to Christ’s appearances, the sto-
ries can be found in Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20. 

As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascen-
sion Day completes it, with his return to his Father in heaven. Je-
sus’ last act on earth was to bless his disciples. He and they had 
a bond as close as could be: they had just lived through three 
tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles – persecution 
and death – and resurrection! Just as we part from our nearest 
and dearest by still looking at them with love and memories in our 
eyes, so exactly did Jesus: “While he was blessing them, he left 
them and was taken up into heaven.” (Luke 24:50-1) He was not 
forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which 
would also be theirs one day: “I am ascending to my Father and 
to your Father, to my God and your God...” (John 20:17) 

No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus 
again one day! “I am going to prepare a place for you... I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am.” (John 14:2,3) In the meantime, Jesus had work for 
them to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth 

 

 

 
�	��������
����
· @����$�7�A�������
· 1�''��$���
· �����'�������1��'���

Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346    E-mail: dogrose@btconnect.com  

THE UKEKELE CLUB  
  

Anyone who wishes to begin to learn to play, Please contact 
me on 0151-425 4831  and   ron.sheen@btinternet.com  
The tuition is free of charge. 
 
 
As a matter of interest, I learned recently of a club 
in Huyton very ably led by an impressively talented 
and dynamic player named Phil Ford.   I attended 
one of their sessions and was amazed to see be-
tween some 40 or so players of all ages and talents playing 
with impressive enthusiasm and commitment.  Anyone who 
wishes to contact Phil, should contact me��

Ron sheen. 
�

  

 



 

 

PAMPER DAY 
 
We will be holding a Pamper Day in 
Church on Saturday  19th June between 
10.00 am and 2.00 pm. Come along and 
enjoy some relaxation therapy.  
There will be more information in the next magazine. 
 

NEW AND. NEARLY NEW CLOTHES 
SALE. 

 
    AT HALEBANK  
 METHODIST CHURCH 
 
SATURDAY 15th MAY 12.00—3.00 
pm 
 

 Refreshments available. 
 
We have some lovely ladies, gents and children’s clothes 
for sale at great prices. Come along and grab a bargain. 
 
If you would like to donate more clothes items please call 
Val on 425 3519. 

VISITATION SERVICE. 
 
The annual Archdeacon’s visitation service will be held at 
St. Mary’s church, West Bank, Widnes on Tuesday 11th. 
May at 7.30 pm. 
It is the duty of the wardens and sidespeople to attend this 
service.. All members of the church congregation are also 
welcome. 

 

 

 



 

 

Worship Committee Report  Year 2009/2010  
Members: 
 Rev Janice Collier, Carol Parry, Di. Evans, Jo.Saville, Evelyn Hudson, 
Kath.Williams, Colin Borlase 
 
We meet to review our services, and plan for the future, to make the 
worship at St Mary’s meaningful, relevant and accessible to all age 
groups, because God’s invitation is to each one of us individually  
 
We have retained the sequence of services, as listed below, as we feel 
that having a mixture of worship styles throughout the month, gives a 
balance and an opportunity to the village, and the church community to 
experience both formal worship and a less rigid format which would 
suit those who are new to church, and  those with young families.  
 
1st Sunday in the month is Holy Communion using the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, aimed at, but not exclusive to, those who respond to a 
more traditional style of worship 
 
2nd Sunday is All Age Worship this is not a Communion Service and 
the service is entirely Lay lead, our aim is to encourage those new to 
church, and families in particular to experience church in a less formal 
way 
 
3rd Sunday is Holy Communion using “Common Worship” and after 
Communion the “Laying on of Hands” is offered to all, those who feel 
they need a blessing, perhaps for some particular reason, or maybe 
feel they need a spiritual “top up”  
 
4th Sunday is Family Communion using Common Worship but aimed at 
families, with children and adults together bringing the bread and wine, 
and preparing the table ready for Communion. 
 
When there is a fifth Sunday in the month the service would be Holy 
Communion using Common Worship. 
 
Every Sunday there is a service at 4.30pm, the second Sunday in each 
month is Holy Communion 
 
Each weekday Monday to Friday at 9.30 am there is a short service of 
morning prayer   
 
We see our role as trying to present  the good news of a living and lov-
ing God  in a lively way, and we would encourage you to experience 
our living church.      Colin Borlase. 

 

 

 
Scholarly study of documents of the ensuing two hundred 
years, reveals two peoples becoming slowly integrated into one 
people with the occupying Normans becoming angli-
cised,  speaking English and a Norman French language 
looked down upon by the mainland French, particularly Pari-
sians. The Norman occupation has had a profound effect on 
both English culture and its language.  
 As to the latter, it was to accelerate the loss of the complicated 
grammatical endings seen in last month’s copy of the Old Eng-
lish Lord’s Prayer.  As to vocabulary, it was to result in the bor-
rowing of a vast number of new words, thus endowing English 
with many words of similar meaning. For example, we re-
tained Anglo-Saxon ‘deem’ but borrowed the French 
‘judge’.  Then, we retained ‘cow’ and ‘pig’ for the animals 
but  borrowed ‘beef’ and ‘pork’ for the meat 
 
A more revealing example is the list of words related to 
'smell'.   We borrowed 'odour', 'aroma' and 'scent' from 
French but retained from Anglo-Saxon 'smell', 'stink' and 
'stench'.  This use  of words from other languages rather than 
creating one's own (as does German) has continued until this 
day resulting in the The Concise Oxford Dictionary's claiming 
that there are words from 87 languages in contemporary Eng-
lish. The total number of words in Modern English is estimated 
to be between 400,000 and 600,000, and many of them have 
more than one meaning. The nearest language in word count is 
French with a only150,000 though I sometimes wonder to what 
degree the COD has fully investigated languages such as Chi-
nese, Japanese, Urdu and Hindi Despite this massive amount 
of borrowing, the language is still basically Germanic i.e. Anglo-
Saxon and most basic words are still derived from Old Eng-
lish.  Taking the ‘body’ as an example, whilst we may have bor-
rowed French 'spirit' (from 'esprit'), we have retained from Old 
English the following: arms, legs, hands, feet, head, eyes, ears, 
nose, mouth, brain, liver and lungs. 

Ron Sheen. 



 

 

THE NORMAN CONQUEST AND ITS CONSEQUENCES  
 

 
 The complexities of this subject are profound and, therefore, do 
not lend themselves to an article such as this.  Suffice it, then, 
to point out the salient points which are detailed and explored in 
the many websites on the subject on the Internet.   Google in 
particular the scholar, Geoff Boxall, who has proved helpful in 
my reading and writing.  
Edward the Confessor, king of England in 1066, died childless 
in January of that year, having previously promised the throne 
of England to William, Duke of Normandy .  However, before 
William could act on this, Harold Godwinson, the major adviser 
to Edward, claimed the throne and, in fact, led an army as King 
north to defeat the invading Vikings in mid-1066 at Stamford 
Bridge. By this time, William was preparing to invade England 
and did, in fact, do so in September 1066, by which time, Harold 
had returned with his weary army south to do battle with William 
at Hastings . Initially, the English did well but then foolishly 
abandoned their effective defensive tactics of the Saxon shield 
by going on the offensive thus exposing themselves to the 
counter-attacking Normans .  In the ensuing battles, the English 
were defeated, Harold being famously killed by an arrow in the 
eye. 
All of this is eternally depicted (including the rape and pillage) in 
the Bayeux Tapestry, supposedly created by William’s wife and 
her ladies in waiting.   For those of you who have the Internet, 
the Tapestry is available in all its detail thereon but for those 
who prefer the real thing, they can travel to the town of Bayeux, 
itself.  
William died in 1085 but not before initiating the vast project of 
the Domesday Book which entailed the recording of all the de-
tails of all the properties and livestock owned by all people, both 
Norman and English. England had thus became an occupied 
country with a ruling body of Normans speaking French and an 
English-speaking people ruled by those Normans .    
 
  

 

 

TRINITY SUNDAY  

Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has kept many 
a theologian busy down the centuries. One helpful picture 
is to imagine the sun shining in the sky. The sun itself – 
way out there in space – unapproachable in its fiery maj-
esty – is the Father. The light that flows from it, and which 
illuminates all our lives, is the Son. The heat that flows 
from it, and which gives us all the energy to move and 
grow, is the Holy Spirit. You cannot have the sun without 
its light and its heat. The light and the heat are from the 
sun, are of the sun, and yet are also distinct in them-
selves, with their own roles to play. 

The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is dis-
closed in three persons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ) and 
Holy Spirit. 
In other words, the sun eternally gives off light and heat, 
and whenever we stand in its brilliant light, we find that the 
warmth soon follows. 

ELECTORAL ROLL . 
 

The Electoral Roll stands at 116 and is on display in 
the church porch. 

Jeff Holt 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 

The Craft Group wishes to thank those who supported 
the Trash’n’Treasure Sale held on the 13th March. 
A donation of £50  has been made to the Micro-
Anophthalmic Children’s Society (children born without 
eyes), of which £40.50 was raised by the raffle. 



 

 

BETTY’S COACH TRIPS.  
 
Priced between £9.50 and 
£10.50 

 
 APRIL 8th 
 Bolton Market and Boundary Mill 
 
 MAY 20th 
 Llandudno 
 
 JUNE 28th 
 Criccieth and Portmadoc 
          
  
 JULY 25th 
 Cotswolds 
 
 AUGUST 19th 
 Southport flower Show 
 
 SEPTEMBER 19th 
 The Lake District 
 
 OCTOBER 20th 
 Bury Market and Boundary Mill 
 
 NOVEMBER 6th 
 York 
      
 DECEMBER 
 Castle Howard. 
 
For more information contact Betty on 
0151 425 2971 

 

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY… 

 
 
The Good Book Club  will meet on 
Wednesday 5th May 8pm at the Vicarage. 
We will be looking at the Gospel of Luke. 
 
All Sidespersons and Church Wardens, are required  to 
attend the Visitation Service on Tuesday 11th May 
7.30pm at St Mary’s Westbank. This invitation is ex-
tended to all who would like to attend. 
 
Thursday 13 th May is Ascension Day , there will be a 
service of Holy Communion at 8pm , followed by the 
first meeting of the new PCC in the Vicarage. 
 
Sunday 23rd May 
11.00 am  Hale family communion, 30th anniversary 
of the rebuilding of St. Mary’s church after the fi re. 
 
.Ignite : The Widnes Deanery Youth Church for 11-18’s 
will be meeting in St Luke’s  Church in the Bridewell, 
Sunday’s from 6pm-8.30pm until 23rd May.  
 
The Shared Ministry Team will be meeting on 
Wednesday 26 th May 7.30pm at 1, Hesketh Rd 
 
Sunday 30 th May 11am at Hale Church will be Songs 
of Praise . This is your opportunity to choose the hymn 
you like best, please contact our Readers- in- Training 
Janice and Steve Farrell to make your requests. 
 
. 



 

 

 

SHOP ON LINE AND RAISE FUNDS  
 
Many people use the internet and shop on line for a vari-
ety of goods. You can now raise funds for St Marys by 
registering with an organisation called “Easyfundraising” 
 
Simply visit their website www.easyfundraising.org.uk, 
click on the Register as a User button, fill in the Charity/
User box with St Marys Church Hale Village, add your 
personal details, and then register, that’s all you need to 
do. 
 
Every time you shop, first log into easyfundraising.org.uk 
then select the internet site you want and make your pur-
chase as you would normally. There are over two thou-
sand retailers including the U.K’s best known names 
Amazon : Next: Argos: John Lewis to name just a few. 
 
It’s completely free and no fee is added to your purchase, 
take a look at their website, and help St Mary’s each time 
you shop. 

Colin Borlase. 

 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT .  
 
Members: C.Parry, Paul Sutton, V.Borlase, J.Reilly,  J.Holt.  
 
The Social Committee co-ordinates the various socia l events run 
by different groups.  
In 2009 there were a number of very successful even ts both from 
the fellowship  aspect and the financial point of v iew. Most events 
are not run as fund raisers, but we have been fortu nate enough to 
make a ‘profit’ on most of our events which has hel ped church 
funds tremendously. Because of our tight financial situation and 
the need to raise money for the heating fund, we ar e trying to bal-
ance fund raising with the need to make our events affordable and 
accessible.   
In 2009 the following social events took place 
· Fun Quiz  
· Harvest Supper  
· Christmas Fair  
· Concerts by  
· Crosby Gilbert & Sullivan  
· Rossendale Youth Band  

 
We had planned the Vicarage Garden Party but unfort unately the 
British Summer defeated us! We have plans for the 2 010 garden 
Party that will make up for the cancellation.  

 
In 2010 we are planning more quizzes, a vicarage ga rden party, har-
vest supper, Christmas fair and a number of concert s. We are also 
looking to try some ‘new’ events – a nearly new clo thes sale and a 
pamper day. Provisional dates are on our website. 
 
As last year, we have had a number of requests to h ave a barn 
dance. We are hoping to arrange one in the Village Hall in the Au-
tumn. 
 
Because of their commitments to training as Readers , Steve and 
Janice Farrell have had to stand down from the Comm ittee. We 
would like to thank them most sincerely for the wor k and effort 
they have put in since this Committee was formed. A lthough they 
are no longer on the Committee, both Steve and Jani ce still con-
tinue to help and support in running church events.  We don’t know 
how they find the time!  
 
We could do with a couple more people on this Commi ttee, so if 
you are interested, please see me.                                    Jeff Holt.  
 



 

 

 
HALE VILLAGE CARNIVAL  

 
 SATURDAY 12th and SUNDAY 13th June. 
 
 Don’t  miss a special opportunity to meet 

   
  THE VIKINGS. 
 
 
 
 The Carnival will open at 12 Noon 
 On Saturday 12th. June 
 
 

 
 
Hundreds of them will be camped around the Park 
over the weekend. 
 
 
Come and spend some time in Hale Park and enjoy. 
all the usual attractions, arena displays, stalls, side-
shows, funfair and of course a Viking battle or two. 
 
 
 Entrance fee is £2.00; children under 14 free. 
 
 

 

 

On the evening of Good Friday, different towns and villages commemo-
rate the Passion of the Christ by a procession of life size statues carried 
around the streets.  
We went to the parade in Mdina, the ancient capital of Malta, which has 
one of the biggest on Malta. The procession is so long it took about two 
hours to pass.  
Each of these statues represented a particular episode in the Passion 
of the Christ and is carried by pallbearers. Between one statue and an-
other, participants were dressed as biblical characters and roman sol-
diers as well as a number of marching bands playing sombre music.   
 
The statues belong to the confraternities or families and there is com-
petition for the most elaborate and ornate statues. The men carrying 
the statues often have to bid and pay for the privilege of carrying the 
statues. The procession included men in penitence bearing a cross and 
sometimes dragging chains tied to their bare feet as penitence. Some 
have white robes that completely cover them with only slits for their 
eyes, similar to the tradition in Spain and looking very much like the Klu 
Klux Klan!   
Although there are a few women in the processions, the main roles are 
filled by men. As it was going dark, there was an island wide power cut 
which actually added to the effect as many of the statues are candlelit. 
Walking back to our car through the narrow ancient streets of the old 
town of Mdina in darkness was quite an eerie experience. 
 
 
On Easter Sunday we went to an English mass in St. Laurence’s 
church in Valletta at midday. That was 11 o’clock here so you were in 
our thoughts – even more so when the opening hymn was ‘We shall go 
out with Joy”! 
  
In the afternoon we had a meal with our Maltese friends and their fam-
ily. We gave their children Easter Eggs which are becoming more popu-
lar in Malta now. We were presented with the traditional Maltese Easter 
gift of Figolli. Figolli are almond pastries filled with marzipan, covered in 
icing sugar and topped with a chocolate egg. They are cut out to repre-
sent symbolic figures such as fish, the Paschal lamb or a basket. They 
are very sweet and very filling.  
 
We enjoyed our experience of Easter in Malta. The celebration is not 
quaint a folksy ritual re-enacted for the tourists, but a real gutsy popular 
festival in which we were not merely spectators we were very much part 
off. In a country described as more Catholic than the Pope, you only 
have to walk down the street to be aware of the deep rooted Catholic 
culture. This truly comes to life at Easter.    Jeff Holt. 
 



 

 

EASTER IN MALTA  
 

Ursula and I went to Malta this Easter to meet up with  Maltese 
friends. Malta is a very religious country with about 360 churches 
(average one per square kilometre!) and a large worshipping 
community, mainly Catholic. So besides looking forward to meet-
ing our friends, we were looking forward to experiencing an 
Easter in Malta with its own traditions and events.(as well as the 
warm weather!) 
 
On Holy Thursday, known as Communion Thursday , 
in the morning, the Archbishop leads a big co-
celebration at St. John's Cathedral in Valletta, with the 
participation of most of the priests of the Island. Dur-
ing this Mass of the Chrism, the Archbishop conse-
crates the Holy Oils, and all the priests renew their re-
ligious vows.  
 
Back in the local churches after early evening Eucharist , as 
here, the main altar is stripped. However, most churches have a 
‘Sepulkru’ (altar of repose) or side altar which is decorated in 
fragrant spring flowers of white with rich green foliage (lilies, car-
nations etc.) which  is candlelit. The Blessed Sacrament is taken 
in procession to this side Sepulkru after Mass. 
For the rest of the evening and on into Good Friday the 'seba 
vizti' (seven visits) take place. People visit seven different 
churches, to pay homage to the Sepulkru and to say private 
prayers. Sometimes groups of men from the confraternities will 
be seen following a cross and two lanterns to make these visits, 
saying the Rosary between churches. There are no services on 
Good Friday and Mass is not celebrated but all the churches are 
open for individual prayer and to enable people to do their seven 
visits. As you enter the churches you are overwhelmed by the 
colour, light and fragrance of the Sepulkru and the bustle of so 
many people entering and leaving. 
Many churches also have displays of statues and models depict-
ing the death and passion of Christ many of which are very 
elaborate and expensive. All the flags fly at half mast on Good 
Friday. 
 
After visiting a number of Catholic churches on Good Friday 
morning (we didn’t quite make the seven!) we went to the Angli-
can St Paul's Pro-Cathedral in Valletta for the midday service. 

 

 

CARNIVAL IS COMING. 
 
You probably know that this year’s carnival is a BIG one 
as it is 10 years since the Millennium celebrations. 
We are hoping to run the COFFEE SHOP over both 
days but we can only do this with your help.  We are 
looking for volunteers to help as waiters / waitresses in 
the main hall, people who are willing to give a hand in 
the kitchen, making tea and coffee or washing up and 
also for cake bakers.  Our cake table is always a joy to 
behold (as long as you are not on a diet at the time!)  so 
please help by baking cakes or scones for us.  We al-
ways sell lots of chocolate, coffee and lemon cakes but 
if you have a speciality and can bake that for us, we’d 
be very grateful. 
Please contact: Dorothy Brown     425 2823                                                                                      
or    Eileen Dunbavin  425 3888   so that we 
can organise rotas etc.                                             
Thank you, in advance, for your help. 

 MEMORIES….  
 
Were you in Hale in May 1945? 
Do you remember the party we had at the Top School to commemo-
rate 
V E Day?  I remember it well, we were in fancy dress, I was a nurse. 
We had lots of jelly and cakes. In the evening there was a bonfire and 
firework display 
from the roof of the air raid shelter which was on the triangle of land at 
the top of Carr Lane and across from Mr Hitchmough’s  house. He 
was in charge 
of the fireworks which, as I remember, were in a tin chest and some-
how a 
spark from the bonfire got into the chest and the fireworks all went off 
together. It was a fine display but over very quickly. 
 
Has anyone else any memories from the “old days”? 

Joan Sears (Newall) 



 

 

POVERTY. LET’S END IT. – CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2010  

That is the message for this year’s Christian Aid Week - 9 
to 15 May. What began as the churches’ response to the 
horrors of the refugee crisis in Europe after the Second 
World War has become the country’s biggest ‘house-to-
house’ collection – with 300,000 volunteers delivering en-
velopes and picking them back up from householders in 
the week. In all, it raises more than £9 million a year. Our 
dedicated collectors will be calling on you in sunshine or 
rain; please greet them with a smile and a donation. 
 

 BEATING THE BOUNDS  

Parish Walk Sunday 9 May 2010  

 This tradition, which goes back in the mist of time,  used to iden-
tify the Parish Boundaries and ensure local residen ts knew where 
to grow their crops. The Parson would give blessing s at various 
marker points throughout the walk. The young boys o f the parish 
would be turned upside down and their heads banged on marker 
stones. let me assure you that there will be no mar ker stones on 
this walk.!!)  

 We thought it would be of historical interest to r esurrect this tradi-
tion and walk part of the parish boundary of St. Ma ry’ Church Hale 
with Halewood.  

 The walk will be approximately 5.5miles.  

 We will meet at St. Mary’s Church at 2pm.  Everyon e welcome. For 

  

 

 

HALE AND HALEBANK LADIES GROUP APRIL 2010  
 
I really do not think I can do justice to this spea ker’s pres-
entation. He was witty, humorous and very interesti ng and 
at times sadness was touched upon too. 
Mr. Ron Aitkinson was Lord Leverhulme’s chauffer fo r 26 
years. He came out of the Army in his mid twenties and was 
fortunate enough to be the one chosen from 200 appl icants 
for the position of Chauffer. Not knowing anything about the 
Aristocracy his voyage of discovery began. 
What would it be like to be given a house with your  new 
post? This is what happened and Ron and his wife an d new 
baby thought they had died and gone to heaven. 
His role  became  his life and he spent a great dea l of time 
away from home going to functions. Visiting the ‘Ro yals’. 
Going to the races and generally mixing in circles (albeit as 
a member of staff) he would never have aspired to. 
He was in awe of their lifestyles but normality did  prevail on 
occasions. Lord Leverhulme’s seamstress used to ‘tu rn’ the  
collars on his shirts. The Queen Mother  often visi ted the 
staff quarters at Windsor Castle looking for the ‘C orgies’ 
herself ,and Barbara Cartland swallowed hundreds of  vita-
mins everyday!!! Quite normal don’t you think? 
Ron remained in Lord Leverhulme’s employment until his 
death in 2001 and is now working for the Children’s  Hospice 
on the Wirral as a fund raiser. He was devoted to L ord 
Leverhulme  and in the latter years of his employme nt be-
came a very close friend. 
However there are two questions always asked at the  end of 
Ron’s lectures: 

· From a female audience...What happened to your 
wife? 

· From a male audience.....Were you left anything 
when his Lordship died? 

·  
For those that attended the lecture you know what t he 

answers are. 
For everyone else I am going to leave you guessing! ! 
 

Anna Banks, secretary . 


