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Residential Home for the 

Elderly 
 

The Old Vicarage, 
335 Ditchfield Road, 

Hough Green, 
WIDNES WA8 8XR 

 
Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  

PARISH MAGAZINE 
St. Mary’s Church 

  Hale with Halebank 25P 



PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 

From the Editorial Team 
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346        E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk 
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The vicar writes… 
 

How is your memory nowadays? 
If you are anything like me I am finding that if I don’t write things down 
then they don’t get done.  
Remembering is important. 
This month we focus on remembering those we have loved who have 
died. 
The memorial service gives us a space to remember and thank God 
for those we have spent part of our lives with. Even if our grief is still 
very real it is good to remember the good things we shared together, 
knowing that when we come together for this particular occasion eve-
rybody present shares the same experience of loss, we are all in the 
same boat together. The loss of one  close to us leaves a huge chasm 
in a life which doesn’t ever really go away. Someone has said, “It 
doesn’t get any better, you just get used to it” 
 Its good to recall happy times spent with our family and friends from 
the past, and to pass on those recollections to the next generation.  
I can remember as a child my mother telling me about her own child-
hood in Liverpool during the War and as she was evacuated to Wales, 
it seemed to me a very different time. 
I now find myself doing the same with my children and grandchildren, 
telling them about a time before pizza and McDonalds, before tele-
phones in every house or even fridges in every house. Long before 
mobiles and laptops and email. My grandchildren can’t quite believe 
that we survived without all this stuff! 
So we pass on our thoughts and memories to the next generation, and 
it is important to do so.  
That is why I tell of an event from the past at our Remembrance Day 
service, we usually have a good number of children from the schools  
in church to hear a part of our history. However the conflict in Afghani-
stan has brought our thoughts nor only about the past this year, but 
also for those members of our Armed Forces presently serving their 
country alongside allies from 41 different nations. We need to remem-
ber them too. 
We live in a world where life can be a challenge. We need something 
firm to hold on to. Jesus told his followers that their future would be a 
challenge but he also promised them “I will be with you always… I will 
never leave you” 
This is God’s promise to each one of us. When things are tough God 
is always there, whether we realise this or not. 
 
                                                                                          Love from Janice 



   Funerals 
 
 Annie Spann 
 Panadta (Penny) Hodson 
 Charles Bennett 
    
 .We pray for them and all who mourn. 

If God had a  refrigerator, your picture would be on  it.  
If He had a wallet,  your photo would be in  it 
   
God sends you flowers  every spring.  
  
He sends you a sunrise every morning  
  
God didn't promise days without pain, laughter without 
sorrow, sun  without rain, but He did promise strength for 
the  day, comfort for the tears, and light for the  way.  
   
If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.  

Norma 

HALE VILLAGE PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION. 

 

The photographic competition proved to be a 
great success and a chance for local people to 
share their fantastic photographs from around the village. The 
overall winner was Malcolm Spargo, second prize went to Doris 
Owen and third prize to Ruth Hilton. The prizes were donated 
by the Wellington Hotel and the Freemen of Hale. Congratula-
tions to you all. £ 50 was raised towards the refurbishment fund 
but more importantly, it was wonderful to see the variety of pho-
tos, from landscapes to beautiful close ups of flowers and wild-
life through the seasons. Hale certainly is a beautiful place to 
live. There will be another competition next year. Entries must 
be in by the end of September. The fee is £1 per photograph 
submitted. The categories are seasons, reflections and village 
life.         Val Borlase. 

CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING   
     
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ 
 Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 420 0269 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   
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Head stone and grave maintenance  
 

���� Do you struggle to care for your  
     loved ones memorial” 

WE CAN HELP 
We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave 

and surrounding area. 
Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered . 

 
 Flowers for special occasions can also be ar-
ranged. 

Please contact  
Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420 

1464 

URGENT – HELP !  
 
We would like to borrow a reindeer  
decoration to use in our grotto at the 
Christmas Fair which will held in the  
village hall on Saturday 28th November.  

 
This is the kind that is usually illuminated and 
stands in the garden.  
 
If you can help please contact  
 Val on 0151 425 3519. Many Thanks. 

 

Our Services 

 November Services 2009�
 
 1st November 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP 
4.30 Hale Annual Ecumenical Memorial Service 
 
8th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
10.45 Hale Remembrance Day Service  
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
15th 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing.  
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer 
 
22nd 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Family Communion with baptism. 
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
29th  November Advent Sunday 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion  
4.30 Hale Evening prayer. 
 
6th December 
9,30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion BCP 
4.30 Hale Iona Evening prayer. 
 
 



Annual Ecumenical Memorial Service  
 

At 4.30pm  
 

Sunday 1st November 2009  
 
We would like to invite you all to the  memorial service as 
we remember our loved ones who have died. 
During the service the names of those to be remembered 
are read out, and an opportunity to light a candle in their 
memory is given to relatives and friends. 
We will be singing hymns, and some passages from the 
Bible and other sources will be read out.  
We will pray for all those who are affected by the loss of 
loved ones. 
Many people find this service helpful and a comfort to them 
during their time of grieving. The important thing is to do 
what is right for you. 
If you would like a name or names to be read out please 
contact Rev Janice Collier on 0151 425 3195 by Friday 
30th October. 
Throughout the year there may be times of particular sig-
nificance to you and your family, you may wish to mark 
these occasions by donating the cost of flowers in church 
on the relevant day. 
You may wish to enter the name of your loved one in the 
Book of Remembrance. 
 
There are lots of ways we can remember and cherish the 
memories we have, please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you have any further questions, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

                             Rev Janice Collier 

 
ST. MARY’S CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 
HALE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Saturday 28th November. 

1pm—3pm 
 
 

Grand draw at 2.45 pm 
£100 cash prize, hamper, spirits and lots 

more prizes. 
 
 

Father Christmas will be in his Grotto. 
 

Great stalls including the ever popular 
Tombola, Cakes, Toys, Christmas fancies, 
Games, Competitions and lots more fun 
for all the family. 

 
Refreshments  will also be served  
in the side room. 



 

FOR SALE  
 
Tower computer, 1.50 GHZ, 224MB of Ram, Microsoft 
windows XP version 2002. 
CD Writer, Microsoft word, publisher, power point,  
adobe reader . 
Also includes Canon 400 series printer with 6 new printer-
cartridges.  
 
17" flat screen monitor, speakers, new keyboard all set on 
a beech workstation. £ 150.00 
 
Can be seen set up and running. 
 
Please call 0151 425 3519. 
 

Dates for your diary…  
. 
Tuesday 3 rd November 8pm Vicarage PCC 
meeting 
 
Wednesday4th November  8pm Vicarage the Good Book C lub. 
Please have a look at the Old Testament book of Leviticus and 
come along. 
 
Sunday 8 th November Remembrance Sunday 
Please come and take part in this important occasion, particularly 
poignant at this time. 
If you would like to join with those who march, assemble in Aran 
Close at 10.30 ready to move off at 10.35.   
The service will start at the War Memorial at 10.45,  simultane-
ously the Church service will begin, following exactly the same for-
mat but inside the building led by Rev Walter Balmer.  
If you are intending to go straight to the church please remember 
that the road may be closed at 10.35, leave plenty of time to get 
through before the parade. 
The two groups of people will join together to complete the service 
by hearing a story from a veteran inside the church.  
We will finish at 11.45am . Refreshments will be served for all in 
the village hall after the service. 
 
Wednesday 25 th November 7.30pm meeting of the Shared Min-
istry Team. 
 
Saturday 28 th November Christmas Fair in the Village hall. 
 
Thursday 3 rd December Halebank School Bingo  “eyes down” 
7pm 
 
Friday 11 th December Halebank School Christmas production 
9.30 am 
 for all members of the community, refreshments served. 
 
Saturday 12th December Social evening in church fea turing a 
Local Community Choir 



THE SHARED MINISTRY TEAM 
 
Bishop David, Bishop of Warrington came to St. Mary’s church on 22nd 
September to commission the church as a place where shared ministry 
takes place. The Shared Ministry team was selected by the whole con-
gregation and approved by the PCC. The purpose of the team is to ‘ 
facilitate the mission of Christ’s church in this parish; to enable all peo-
ple to develop a lively faith in Jesus Christ’.  The SMT will endeavour to 
identify, nurture and develop the abilities of the whole congregation, 
both in Hale and Halebank.  
The team have undergone training over the last 16 months and now will 
begin to work towards fulfilling their mission statement. 
 
As an SMT it was decided to begin by raising the awareness of who we 
actually are so we plan to set up a photo display in church, post infor-
mation on the church website, on the church notice board, in this maga-
zine, using the power point system. 
We also propose to make the church more welcoming by: 
· De-cluttering and brightening the church entrance 

· Identifying specific people to ‘meet and greet’ visitors and the con-
gregation as they come into church 
Using a training course for all of us in the congregation and to encour-
age everyone to join in. 
 
We will be planning a follow up to Occasional offices:  
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. 
 
We will be looking into Pastoral care by identifying ways of serving: 
the sick, lonely, bereaved, elderly, disabled, the needy and to welcome 
newcomers to our community and new mums. 
 We will appoint a co-ordinator(s) to identify needy parishioners. 
 
Looking to the future we will work towards creating opportunities to 
reach out to the wider communities of Hale and Halebank, rural and 
industrial areas of the parish and including Everton F.C training ground 
which is within our parish boundary. 
 
It is all about ‘Team Work’ and that means including the whole congre-
gation and indeed everyone in the parish who wish to be part of this 
exciting journey. We will take all proposals to the PCC for approval be-
fore we proceed with any plans. 
 
Please pray for us as we begin our mission to carry out God’s work in 
this place at this time. 

The SMT Team 



HALE C.E.V.C. SCHOOL.  
Harvest Festival.  
 
The pupils of the school held their Harvest celebra-
tion in church on Friday 9th October, attended by 
parents also. K.S.1. pupils gave beautiful flowering 
plants and K.S.2. pupils donated money for a char-
ity. The plants were later distributed to the sick and 
elderly of the parish. I know that these gifts would 
have been most welcome and would certainly have 
brightened someone's day. The money donations 
have been sent to the Wellspring Clinic in Uganda 
– the magnificent sum of £178.50 
I would like to thank the pupils, staff, parents and  
carers for their wonderful generosity. It is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

 
This snippet was taken from ‘A bucket of sur-
prises’ compiled by J.John and Mark Stibbe. 
 
A little boy was attending his first wedding. After 
the service, his cousin asked him, “how many 
women can a man marry?” “Sixteen,” the boy re-
sponded. His cousin was amazed that he knew the 
answer so quickly. “How do you know that?”  
“Easy,” the little boy said. “All you have to do is 
add it up, like the minister said: 4 better, 4 worse, 4 
richer. 4 poorer.” 



1st Nov All Saints’ Day  
All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed, known and 
unknown, who are now in heaven. When the English Reformation took 
place, the number of saints in the calendar was drastically reduced, with 
the result that All Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it had 
never had before. This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as 
early as the 5th century, as commemorating ‘the martyrs of the whole 
world’. A Northern English 9th century calendar named All Hallows as a 
principal feast, and such it has remained. Down the centuries devotional 
writers have seen in it the fulfillment of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s 
redemptive sacrifice and resurrection. The saints do not belong to any 
religious tradition, and their lives and witness to Christ can be appreci-
ated by all Christians. Richard Baxter, writing in the 17th century, wrote 
the following: He wants not friends that hath thy love, And made con-
verse and walk with thee, And with thy saints here and above, With 
whom for ever I must be… As for my friends, they are not lost; The sev-
eral vessels of thy fleet, Though parted now, by tempests tost, Shall 
safely in thy haven meet.... The heavenly hosts, world without end, Shall 
be my company above; And thou, my best and surest Friend, Who shall 
divide me from thy love?*   

5th Nov Guy Fawkes –  
 an early terrorist  

If modern security at the Houses of Parliament 
seems a bit weak to you, take heart, it’s never 
been much better. Back in 1605 Guy Fawkes 
managed to stow a good few barrels of gunpow-
der under the House of Lords without anybody noticing. He wasn’t 

a member of Al-Quaeda, he was part of a 
Roman Catholic plot to murder James 1 of 
England and his parliament at the state 
opening. Fortunately, Guy Fawkes was 
found - and stopped - in time 

  Selina Card  1959 
46   Ann Hill   1937  Loose 
   James Hill   1949 
45   Florena Cartwright 1937  Loose but 
   Florence Cartwright 1996  Pinned 
43   Doris Sutton  1937  Loose 
43   Ada Sutton   1959 
40   ???????     Lowered 
36   Doreen Fozard  1948  Lowered 
   Derek Fozard   
34   Herbert Cookson  1975  Lowered  
   Jean Turnan  1998 
33   Harold Langley  1943  Lowered 
   Eleanor Langley  1968 
32   William Vickerstaff 1947  Loose but 
   John Vickerstaff  1990  Pinned 
30   Joseph Leather  1980  Loose but 
   Margaret leather  1940  Pinned 
28   Martha Lawrenson 1938  Lowered 
   Nancy Draper  1946 
20   Francis Naylor  1949  Lowered 
19   Ratcliffe     Lowered 
15   Sara Colly   1941  Loose 
   David Pycock  1944 
??   Austin Evans  1957  Loose 
   Gladys Evans  1997   
3   Jane Vaughan  1945  Lowered 
  Muriel Vaughan  1994   
1   William Denby  1941  Lowered 
   Clare Denby  1996 
 
Please note this is only one section of the new graveyard and all 
headstones will be checked and treated accordingly. 
 

Please do not attempt to raise your loved ones head -
stone unless you are able to re fix it securely and  lift  

It safely.  
 

The Graveyard Committee. 



ST MARY’S HALE GRAVE YARD HEADSTONE REVIEW OCT 09  
 
Due to recent Health and Safety recommendations the Graveyard 
committee have undertaken a headstone safety test. Unfortunately 
some headstones have been found to be unsafe and therefore  have 
been lowered to rest on the ground. A label will be placed on the  
affected headstones to indicate that it is unsafe. We ask relatives to 
contact their stonemason if their family headstone is affected. 
Please contact the Church Verger for any more information. 
      
     Section  

(East side by the farmers field ) 
Plot Number Details   Dates Result 
 
12     Madge Davies  1986  Loose 
15   John Lightfoot  1987  Loose 
   Irene Lightfoot  1990   
16   Harry Travis  1988  Lowered 
   Emily Travis  1990 
24   Fred Johnson  1989  Loose 
   Kitty Johnson  1995    
100   Catherine Moody  1943  Lowered 
   John Moody  1962 
97   Robert Hitchmough 1957  Loose 
   Emily Hitchmough 1961 
89   Ada Evans   1943  Lowered 
   Richard Evans  1947 
86   William Calland  1941  Lowered 
   sabel Calland  1962    
78   William Houghton 1976  Lowered 
   Phoebe Houghton 1974 
75   John Watkin  1940  Loose 
   Margaret Watkin  1953 
73   Samuel Brazendale 1940  Lowered 
   Ann Brazendale  1972 
72   Alfred Bent   1940  Lowered 
   Anne Bent   1981 
69   Arther Robinson  1940  Loose 
   Anne Robinson  1963 
54   John Card   1938  Lowered 

THE BRICK  
 A young and successful executive was travelling 
down a neighbourhood  street, going a bit too fast 
in his new Jaguar.  He was watching for  kids dart-
ing out from between parked cars and slowed 
down when he  thought he saw something.  As his 
car passed, no children appeared.  Instead, a brick smashed into 
the Jag's side door!  He slammed on the  brakes and backed the 
Jag back to the spot where the brick had been  thrown. The angry 
driver then jumped out of the car, grabbed the nearest  kid and 
pushed him up  against a parked car shouting,  "What was that all 
about and who are  you? Just what  are you doing?  That's a new 
car and that brick you threw is going to  cost a lot of money. Why 
did you do it?"  The young boy was apologetic. "Please, mis-
ter .please, I'm sorry but I  didn't know what else to do,"  He 
pleaded.  "I threw the brick because  no one else would stop..."  
 With tears dripping down his face and off his chin, the youth 
pointed to  a spot just around a parked car. "It's my brother, "   He 
said   " He  rolled off the curb and fell  out of his wheelchair and I 
can't lift him up."  Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned execu-
tive, "Would you please help  me get him back into his wheel-
chair? He's hurt and he's too heavy for  me."  Moved beyond 
words, the driver tried to swallow the rapidly swelling  lump in his 
throat..  He hurriedly lifted the handicapped boy back into  the 
wheelchair, then took out a linen handkerchief and dabbed at the  
fresh scrapes and cuts. A quick look told him everything was go-
ing to be  okay.  "Thank you and may God bless you,"  the grateful 
child told the  stranger.  Too shook up for words, the man simply 
watched the boy, push his  wheelchair-bound brother down the 
pavement toward their home.  It was a long, slow walk back to the 
Jaguar. The damage was very  noticeable, but the driver never 
bothered to repair the dented side  door. He kept the dent there to  
remind him of this message:  "Don't go through life so fast that 
someone has to throw a brick at you  to get your attention!" 
 God whispers in our souls and speaks to our hearts.  Sometimes 
when we don't have time to listen, He has to throw a brick at  us. 
It's  our choice to listen or not.                                              Norma 



NEWS FROM THE CATHEDRAL  
 

You can now shop online at the cathedral shop: 
www.cathedralshop.com. Buy Christian resources, 
books and a range of unique, inspirational and Liv-
erpool gifts. There is an opening offer of 20% off 
your first order over £15. Quote promotional code 1904 when 
you check out your goods. 
 Experience the Cathedral Tower at night. Late night every 
Thursday until November 26th ( except Nov 5th). The tower will 
be open until 8.00pm ( last ticket 7.30 pm) Costs £4.25, conces-
sions £3.00. A family ticket is £10.00 
Liverpool Cathedral Craft sale: Saturday 21st November 
10.00am – 2.00 pm in the well. Items for sale include cakes, 
plants, handmade cards, art work, crafts, cathedral calendar, 
Christmas gifts and lots more. 

 
 

29th Nov ADVENT Sunday  
 

As November closes, Advent begins. The exact birth-date of Je-
sus is not known, but during the 5th century the date of 25 De-
cember was chosen to become the Feast of the Nativity, or 
Christmas. 
 
By the sixth century, the Christian Church was in the habit of 
spending several weeks leading up to Christmas in prayerful, 
expectant preparation. The fourth Sunday before Christmas Day 
became Advent Sunday. 
 
 ‘Advent’, of course, means ‘coming’, or ‘coming in’, and tradi-
tionally special candles have been lit, and more recently, advent 
calendars used, as the Church prepares itself for the coming of 
the Holy Child, the long-awaited Messiah. 

   ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 

This is taken from a letter sent to us by Dilys. 
This is a letter for our lovely vicar, Janice. In 
March, as you know, I went into hospital to have 
my kidney removed and at the time I didn’t realise how poorly I 
was but I had a lovely angel who kept coming to see me and 
even when I returned home my angel came to see me. Yes 
Janice, you were that angel. I cannot thank you enough for the 
love and kindness and concern that you gave me. If only you 
knew how I felt after your visits. You made me feel so much bet-
ter after our talks because believe me I was really down in the 
dumps wondering if I was going to be alright. God bless Mr Gar-
ner, my doctor and all those wonderful nurses in D1 at Whiston 
hospital who looked after me. May God bless you all. Thank you 
so much from a very grateful person.                      Dilys Roberts 
 

Dilys also wrote about her dad, Walter Conroy. She said she 
remembers him coming to Hale when she was a little girl. He 
loved to come with his horse and cart every Saturday, selling 
fruit and vegetables. He knew everyone. Does anyone remem-
ber him? Please let us know. 

HARVEST SUPPER. 
 

Our annual Harvest Supper was a great success. We were 
treated to entertainment from two bands. Our thanks go Jeff 
Holt and his very talented folk group, the Straws who enter-
tained us with some great foot tapping music and old favourite 
songs to singalong to and also to  ‘The John Does’, a wonderful 
duo. We would also like to thank all those who helped with the 
buffet and the bar and everyone who donated raffle prizes and 
helped on the night. It was a great evening to share with friends 
as we celebrated all of God’s gifts at Harvest time. Our special 
thanks go to Jeff Hilton who donated his wonderful home grown 
produce to represent the ‘Harvest’. From the money raised, do-
nations were made to the village hall towards the ongoing refur-
bishment, Marie Curie and Hale church.    The Social committee  


