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Residential Home for the 

Elderly 
 

The Old Vicarage, 
335 Ditchfield Road, 

Hough Green, 
WIDNES WA8 8XR 

 
Tel: 0151 423 6795  
Tel: 0151 424 5310 
Fax: 0151 423 2212 

Managed by working proprietors with a first class team of 
kind and caring staff in attendance 24 hours a day. 

—- 

· Rooms with en-suites 

· The highest standard of care and comfort in a family atmosphere 

· Good home cooking 

· Holiday breaks, convalescence and day care available  

PARISH MAGAZINE 
St. Mary’s Church 

  Hale with Halebank 25P 



PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

· Revd. Janice Collier      425 3195 

· Revd. Neil Dayton  (Methodist Halebank)  424 2494 

· Colin Borlase (Warden)    425 3519 

· Jeff Holt (Warden)     425 4230 

· Steve Farrell (Treasurer)    420 1464 

· Ros Barlow (Verger)     425 4163 

· David Ford (Organist)    425 2233 

· Kath Williams (Sunday School & Alpha Course) 425 5171 

· Di Evans (Alpha Course)        01925 752416 

· Naomi Hadden (Flowers & PCC Secretary)  425 2265 

· Ruth Hilton (Bell Ringers)    425 2123 

· Val Borlase (Magazine Editorial)   425 3519 

· Mark France (Magazine Editorial)   486 7660 

· June Quint (Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator) 425 2410 

· Chris Hatton (Magazine Editorial)   425 3169 

· Mavis Stonehouse (Magazine Editorial)  425 3761 

· Lynn Wain (Brownies)    425 2793 

· Pam Spargo (Ladies Group)    425 4142 

· Don Allerston (Parade Marshall)   425 3375 

· James Ross (Parade Marshall)   425 3645 

· Hale C of E School     425 3023 

· Halebank C of E School    424 4878 

· Evelyn Hudson ( Cathedral Parish Representative ) 425 2635 
 
All enquiries for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings etc.   
call the Vicarage      425 3195 
 
 
Church Website:  http://www.saintmaryshale.com 

From the Editorial Team 
Contributions to the magazine are most welcome and should 
be submitted by the second Tuesday of the preceding 
month. Copy can be submitted in a number of ways. The 
preferred way is to e-mail it as an attachment to  

parishmag@fsmail.net  
It can be handed on a disc to Val or Chris or Mark, printed 
out (use Arial font 12pts or handwritten. 
. 
Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of  the 
editorial team or the Church. 
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Rose Tree Farm, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington 
Tel: 0151 423 3346        E-mail: dogrose@tiscali.co.uk 
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The vicar writes… 
 

Whether we like it or not, first impressions count. 
Evidently, people make up their mind about a 
place or person in the first 30 seconds of their first contact with 
them. That’s why we try to wear the right clothes when we go for 
an interview for a job that we really want. It’s the same with build-
ings, if you go to a place that looks scruffy and unkempt, or spick 
and span, your view of what happens there is influenced. As the 
Church, our first contact with the people of our community is im-
portant. We want to underline that everyone is welcome in our 
building but do we make that clear from the perception of visi-
tors? This is a task that we will be exploring this autumn. We will 
want to look at how we communicate with the wider community, 
can people find out what they want to know about our services or 
church activities if they are newcomers. How welcoming is our 
building to visitors? How welcoming are the people? We might 
feel very at home in our church but what about those who would 
love to be included but feel a bit nervous about venturing over 
our threshold. I recently had a conversation with some one about 
attending a service in church, they asked me “What shall I 
wear?” I was able to say that the expectation of only men in suits 
and ladies in hats being allowed was a thing of the past, but it 
got me thinking.  What ‘s that song? “It doesn’t matter what you 
wear, just as long as you are there…” What barriers are there to 
ordinary people feeling able to come into our building and not 
feel nervous? One of the clergy in Widnes is on study leave for 3 
months. This means they cannot attend their church on Sun-
days, and so have to travel to a different church, they were tell-
ing me of the difficulty in getting through the door of a strange 
church, when faced with doors that are closed, and this person is 
a vicar!!  We want to make it easier for members of our commu-
nity to feel that they belong to the church. That this is our church 
in our parish, that it’s not a place for a few holy Joe’s or Bible 
bashers, it’s a place for everybody, and everybody can have a 
place in it if they want to belong. After all the Church is not really 
a building, it is a body of  
 



Baptisms  
 
We welcome  

Thomas David Renton  
                         

Baptised into the family of the church. 
We pray for him and his godparents. 
 
 

people. It is a place where community is created, where peo-
ple look out for each other and those around them. It is a 
group who are honest with each other, and stick with each 
other. It’s a bit like a family, there may be some who you find 
a challenge, but we still share the family ties, we are all chil-
dren of the same heavenly Father. 
So come, find a welcome for yourself, and help to welcome 
others.  
                                                Love from Janice 

 
It is from Christ himself that you will learn how to love him.  
Learn to love him tenderly, with all your heart; prudently, 
with all your soul; fervently, with all your strength.  Love him 
tenderly, so that you will not be seduced away from him; 
prudently, so that you will not be open to deception; and fer-
vently so that downheartedness will not draw you away from 
God's love.  May the wisdom of Christ seem sweet to you, 
so that you are not led away by the glory of the world and 
the pleasures of the flesh. May Christ, who is the Truth, 
enlighten you, so that you do not fall prey to the spirit of er-
ror and falsehood.  May Christ, who is the Strength of God, 
fortify you when hardships wear you out. 

From Pat Price 

CAKES BY KERRY 
 
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY       NOVELTY 
 
WEDDING CHRISTENING   
     
ALL SUGARCRAFT  SUPPLIES AND RIBBON 
 
CAKE STAND AND TIN HIRE 
 
UNIT A8,  MOOR LANE BUSINESS CENTRE, WIDNES WA8 7AQ 
 Business Tel: 07973827544 or Home 0151 425 0269 

WWW.CAKESBYKERRY.COM                   
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Head stone and grave maintenance  
 

���� Do you struggle to care for your  
     loved ones memorial” 

WE CAN HELP 
We will regularly clean and tidy the headstone, Grave 

and surrounding area. 
Yearly contract or one off tidies are offered . 

 
 Flowers for special occasions can also be ar-
ranged. 

Please contact  
Peter on 07754451356 or Steve on 07855445869 or 0151 420 

1464 

THE VILLAGE CRAFT CLUB  
 

Will be holding a Trash ‘N’ Treasure sale on Saturday, 24th Oc-
tober in the Village Hall from 12 noon to 3pm 
 

Admission 20p 
 
Refreshments available 
Raffle in aid of Hale Juniors Football Team 
 
                       Stalls £5 
 
Please contact Amy – 425 2833 
Or Pat— 425 3113 

Christine Hatton 

Our Services 

October Services 2009  
 
 4th October 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale Morning Prayer with Civic guests and Guilds-
women  
4.30 Hale Holy Communion. 
 
11th 
9.30 Halebank Methodist service 
11.00 Hale All age Harvest Festival  
4.30 Hale Holy Communion 
 
18th 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion & healing.  
4.30 Hale Evening Prayer 
 
25th 
9.30 Halebank Anglican Holy Communion Service 
11.00 Hale Family Communion. 
4.30 Hale Evening prayer 
 
1st November 
9.30 Halebank Methodist Service 
11.00 Hale Holy Communion with baptism 
4.30 Hale Annual Ecumenical Memorial service.  
 
  



Annual Ecumenical Memorial Service  
 

At 4.30pm  
 

Sunday 1st November 2009  
 
We would like to invite you all to the  memorial service as 
we remember our loved ones who have died. 
During the service the names of those to be remembered 
are read out, and an opportunity to light a candle in their 
memory is given to relatives and friends. 
We will be singing hymns, and some passages from the 
Bible and other sources will be read out.  
We will pray for all those who are affected by the loss of 
loved ones. 
Many people find this service helpful and a comfort to them 
during their time of grieving. The important thing is to do 
what is right for you. 
If you would like a name or names to be read out please 
contact Rev Janice Collier on 0151 425 3195 by Friday 
30th October. 
Throughout the year there may be times of particular sig-
nificance to you and your family, you may wish to mark 
these occasions by donating the cost of flowers in church 
on the relevant day. 
You may wish to enter the name of your loved one in the 
Book of Remembrance. 
 
There are lots of ways we can remember and cherish the 
memories we have, please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you have any further questions, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

                             Rev Janice Collier 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Harvest Supper Saturday 10 th October 
7.30 in the Village Hall . Tickets available 
from the church on Sundays or phone 425 
3519. 
 

Harvest Festival Sunday 11 th October 11am  in St Mary’s 
Church. Please bring : gifts of houseplants for those who 
need cheering up in our Parish Ladies underwear to go to 
Halton Women’s refuge 
 

October 11th ‘Fe Fi Fo Fum – Giant Tales!’ 
A storytelling session in the park, with tales of worldwide, and 
more local giants! Bring a drink and a blanket – starts at 1pm 
in the Park. 
 
Sunday 1 st November Annual Ecumenical Memorial Ser-
vice. 4.30pm Please give in the names of departed loved 
ones to Janice or the Wardens. 
 
Sunday 8 th November Remembrance Sunday 
 
Saturday 28 th November Christmas Fair in the Village hall. 

Well Done  
 

Those lovers of Gilbert and Sullivan who saw “The Mikado” 
at Crosby Civic Hall last year will remember Jim Whittle in 
the title role. 
You will be pleased to read, I am sure, that he has won the 
N.O.D.A (National Operatic and Dramatic Association) 
award for “Best Actor” as the Mikado in that production. 
Every actor in every society was judged, so we feel hon-
oured that the best exponent in the North West region hails 
from Hale Village 

Well Done, Jim ! 

HALE / HALE BANK LADIES GROUP.  
 
The romantics amongst us just couldn’t wait for our Sep-
tember meeting—”Love will find a way “. It transpired that 
Mr. Bill Johnson was to tell us the history of weddings at 
Gretna Green from the early days to today. 
In the 18th century it was usual to go along to the hiring 
fair every August (bother—missed it ! ) to find a potential 
partner. After a year’s trial marriage the couple had a de-
cision to make—stay together and be married by the friar 
or part, with no regrets. Unfortunately these fairs were 
classed as “ the root of all evil” with young girls being se-
duced, drunken orgies, and youths wanting “one night 
stands” - sounds familiar? 
The fairs were also open to abuse by rogue clergymen, 
marrying people for money. Lord Hardwick’s Marriage 
Act of 1754 raised the age of consent to 21, banns had 
to be read and two witnesses present to make it legal 
( spoilsport!) Weddings cost 7/6d to the clergymen and 
1/6d to the witnesses—or a dram of whisky if the couple 
were poor! 
In 1940 parliament stopped all anvil weddings but mar-
riages still take place at Gretna or Gretna green with 
13% of marriages in Scotland taking place there. 
Now couples have to give 3 months notice, live in the 
area for 21 days, be married before the registrar and be 
prepared to pay a little more than 7/6d…. 
I tell you this, in case you have a sudden urge to elope, 
dear reader ! 

Gwen Whittle. 



LAST CHANCE !!.  
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

 
CATEGORIES: LANDSCAPE – WILDLIFE – ARCHITECTURE  

 
 
MAXIMUM OF 3 PICTURES PER PERSON PER CATEGORY 
MINIMUM SIZE 8” X 6” 
 
THE COMPETITION IS OPEN TO ALL AGES  -  £1.00 PER PHOTO-
GRAPH 
 
JUNIOR SECTION UP TO AGE 14 FREE 
 
NAMES ON REVERSE OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
GENEROUS PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED TO THE WINNERS OF 
EACH CATEGORY 

PLUS 
A GRAND PRIZE TO THE OVERALL WINNER 

 
THE COMPETITION WILL BE JUDGED BY AN INDEPENDENT 
ADJUDICATOR 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON SATURDAY 17th & SUN-
DAY 18th  OCTOBER IN HALE VILLAGE HALL. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE RECENT PHOTOGRAPHS FROM IN AND 
AROUND HALE 
 
NO COMPUTERIZED MAUNIPULATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS IS AL-
LOWED 
 
ALL PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE RECLAIMED AT THE END OF THE 
EXHIBITION. 
 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS INCLUDING ENTRY FEE IN 
AN ENVELOPE AT ANY COFFEE SHOP MORNING BETWEEN 10.30 – 
12.30. 

 
PROCEEDS TO HALE VILLAGE HALL REFURBISHMENT FUND 

FOR DETAILS RING TONY COLLINS ON 425 2604 
Entries must be in by Midnight, Sunday October 11th . 

 



The Book of Proverbs.  
 

In the morning prayer service (Monday to Friday, 9am -
9.20am) we have been reading from the Old Testament Book 
of Proverbs.  I would like to share a few of them with you as 
they frequently made me smile.  Many are as true today as 
they were over 3,000 years ago. 
 

The Oxford Dictionary says that a proverb is a short pithy say-
ing in general use. 
 

The introduction to the Book of Proverbs in The Good News 
Bible says that it is a collection of moral and religious teach-
ings in the form of sayings or proverbs.   
 

Beauty in a woman without good judgement is like a gold ring 
in a pig’s snout.  (Ch 11 v 22). 
 

Better to live on the roof than share the house with a nagging 
wife.  (Ch 21 v 9). 
 

Never eat more honey than you need: too much may make 
you vomit. (Ch 25 v 16). 
 

Better to eat vegetables with people you love than to eat the 
finest meat where there is hate.  (Ch 15 v 17). 
 

Lazy people should learn a lesson from the way ants live.  
(Ch 6  v 6). 
 

Never get a lazy man to do something for you;  he will be as 
irritating as vinegar on your teeth or smoke in your eyes.  (Ch 
10 v 26) 
 

The lazy man stays at home; he says the lion might get him if 
he goes outside. (Ch 22 v 13). 
 

Long life is the reward of the righteous; grey hair is a glorious 
crown.  (Ch 16 v 31). 
 

We admire the strength of youth and respect the grey hair of 
age.  (Ch 21 v 29). 



Gossip is spread by wicked people; they stir up trouble and 
break up friendships.  (Ch 16  v 28). 
 

A gossip can never keep a secret.  Stay away from people who 
talk too much.  (Ch 20 v 19). 
 

Worry can rob you of happiness but kind words will cheer you up.  
(Ch 12 v 25). 
 

If you want to be happy be kind to the poor; it is a sin to despise 
anyone.  (Ch 14 v21). 
 

It is foolish to speak scornfully of others.  If you are sensible you 
will keep quiet. (Ch 11 v 12). 
 

Smiling faces make you happy and good news makes you feel 
better. (Ch 15 v 30). 
 

There are so many more that I could go on and on but here are 
some good verses from Chapter 16 to finish…….  
 

We make our plans but God has the last word.  Ask the Lord to 
bless your plans and you will be successful in carrying them out.                                                         
 

Dorothy   

bless your plans and you will be successful in carrying them out.                                                          

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
 

Our Christmas Fair will be held in the village hall on Saturday 
28th November. The doors will open at 1.00 pm. This is al-
ways a great village event and well supported. We are hoping 
that the fair will be even better than last year but we need 
your help. If you would like to be part of this great festive oc-
casion please contact one of the social committee. We would 
welcome any new ideas for stalls and we need plenty of vol-
unteers to man the stalls and help on the day. If you have 
been to one of our Christmas fairs before you will know that 
we have a big raffle on the day with plenty of prizes to be 
won. The raffle tickets will soon be on sale and we hope that 
you all buy some. As usual there will be labelled boxes at the 
back of church so that any donations can be received before 
the big day. We will be collecting raffle prizes, tombola prizes, 
books, toys, cosmetics and any items for the Christmas stall. 
If you have any unwanted gifts, they would be gratefully re-
ceived. If you need someone to collect them from you then 
please let us know. The Christmas Fair is our biggest fund-
raiser of the year and we want it to be a time when all the 
community gets together as we look forward to celebrating the 
great festival of Christmas and the birth of Jesus. The social 
committee: Jeff Holt, Val Borlase, Carol Parry, Joyce Reilly, 
Paul Sutton.  

A prayer for morning and for evening  
 
O God, who divides the day from the night, sepa-
rate our deeds from the darkness of sin, and let us 
continually live in your light, reflecting in all that we 
do your eternal beauty. 
O God, who gives the day for work and the night for sleep, 
refresh our bodies and our minds through the quiet hours of 
night, and let our inward eyes be directed towards you, 
dreaming of your eternal glory. 


